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News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

Believe it or not, even with 

the increasing numbers of 

COVID-19 cases and the 

Governor reintroducing 

some restrictions and 

suggesting the possibility of 

bringing back more, we are 

still seeing progress in dealing with the pandemic.  

Some of those who initially thought this would 

pass without much loss of life are now changing 

their stances. Not everybody, but more people 

are now taking this seriously. This isn’t to say that 

everybody who dismissed the impact of the 

pandemic have changed their stances, but the 

audience for those that continue to claim COVID 

is a hoax is shrinking. 

Also, on a bright note there continues to be 

progress on vaccines. Hospitals are beginning to 

activate their storage and distribution plans. 

Officials in some hospitals across the state are 

hopeful that they will see initial delivery yet this 

year. ( https://journalstar.com/lifestyles/health-

med-fit/health/bryan-getting-ready-for-release-

of-covid-19-vaccine/article_02afe9f8-8977-5e34-

a946-021d0f5c09dd.html ) 

Please don’t take this as waving off the current 

threat the pandemic continues to be. We will 

continue to not only deal with the actual life-

threatening illness it spreads, but also the 

emotional fatigue of this past year. We’ll also see 

growing frustration as families struggle to decide 

how to handle holiday traditions that they hold 

dear, but may need to be adjusted this year. 

Tempers and patience are worn thin for all of us 

after going through so much. 

We’ve still got months to go before vaccines will 

be available for everybody, so please continue to 

take care of yourselves, place what safeguards 

you can at your libraries, and remember that we 

are all in this together. 

From the Director 

In this Issue:  

Page 1—From the Director 

Page 2—Calendar 

Page 3—CASTL Wrap-up 

Pages  4-9—News Around the System 

Pages 10-11—Other News and Flyers 

Page 12—System Spotlight 

https://journalstar.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/health/bryan-getting-ready-for-release-of-covid-19-vaccine/article_02afe9f8-8977-5e34-a946-021d0f5c09dd.html
https://journalstar.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/health/bryan-getting-ready-for-release-of-covid-19-vaccine/article_02afe9f8-8977-5e34-a946-021d0f5c09dd.html
https://journalstar.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/health/bryan-getting-ready-for-release-of-covid-19-vaccine/article_02afe9f8-8977-5e34-a946-021d0f5c09dd.html
https://journalstar.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/health/bryan-getting-ready-for-release-of-covid-19-vaccine/article_02afe9f8-8977-5e34-a946-021d0f5c09dd.html


Southeast Signal November 2020 

2 

Calendar 
November 16, TRLS Bibliostat, Part 1 

November 17, TRSL Bibliostat, Part 2 

November 17, E-rate: What’s New For 2021? 

November  19, CASTL via Zoom, “Bibliostat” 

                            E-rate: What’s New For 2021? 

November 23,  E-rate: What’s New For 2021? 

November 24,  E-rate: What’s New For 2021? 

November 26,  Thanksgiving, SELS Office Closed 

November 27, Black Friday, Native American Heritage Day, SELS 
Office Closed 

December, National Human Rights Month 

December 1, 11-3, WLS Bibliostat (to register email Cindy Osborne at cindy.osborne@nebraska.gov ) 

December 2, 11-3, WLS Bibliostat (to register email Cindy Osborne at cindy.osborne@nebraska.gov ) 

December 4, Summer Reading Program Workshop (Zoom, see p. 10) 

December 7, National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

December 14-20, Computer Science Education Week 

Photo of the Month 

Geneva Public Library celebrates DINO-VEMBER!   —More on p. 4 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgl4shzQdMcdl9vDHSogGjiTxxA00P_xB8IptKU3KJWVjBLA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgl4shzQdMcdl9vDHSogGjiTxxA00P_xB8IptKU3KJWVjBLA/viewform
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=19942
https://forms.gle/PK7vN5cy9ajrit1i6
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=19943
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=19945
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=19944
mailto:cindy.osborne@nebraska.gov
mailto:cindy.osborne@nebraska.gov
http://bit.ly/2021srp
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 
 

November 19 
Online—Zoom, 9:30-12:30 

“Bibliostat” 
 

December 18 
Online—Zoom, 10-12 

"Lincoln Public Schools 
MOSAIC Project"  

 
January 22  

Online—Zoom, 10-12 
“Social Media for  
Small Libraries"  

 
February 18  

Online—Zoom, 10-12 
"Leadership: Small Acts,  

Big Results"  
 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 
To see the list of upcoming classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

Nov. 30—December 11 

December 14—January 4 

Topic 

Library Services to Children & Teens 

Intellectual Freedom and Core Values 

Registration 

October 26—November 20  

November 16—December 7 

The October 23rd CASTL was held online via Zoom. Originally, we were 

scheduled to be in Crete with Joy Stevenson as host, but with the spike 

in COVID-19 cases, the decision was made to hold the meeting virtually. 

Eventually we will meet in Crete! 

The topic was "Highlights from ARSL." Participants shared presentations 

that they especially valued from the online conference of the Associa-

tion of Rural and Small Libraries. 

One such presentation was "Social Media for Small Libraries." Suzanne 

McCaulay of the Pioneer Library System in upper New York presented 

about how libraries can get the most out of social media. She included 

information about how one needs to post something every day, and 

that it is helpful to post items regularly that encourage responses, or  

engagement. 

Another excellent presentation was "Leadership: Small Acts, Big Re-

sults" with Erica Rose of UNO's library science program. She talked 

about how everyone can be a leader from their position within the li-

brary and how managers need to nurture a culture of positivity and 

leadership, especially in their communications to staff. Erica drew on 

library best practices as well as industry best practices. 

Some CASTL participants are planning on watching more of the presen-

tations as they have time (the recordings are available for those who 

registered for the conference until the end of the year). 

The group decided to start having book reviews as part of CASTL begin-

ning in December. 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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News Around the System 

Grab Bags Prove Popular 

DINO-VEMBER in Geneva 

The Geneva Public Library is trying DINO-VEMBER throughout the month of November.  Each Mon-

day and Thursday, the dinosaurs move to a new location in the library to wreak havoc!  Library pa-

trons of all ages are invited to stop in the library often throughout the month to search for the dino-

saurs.  When they find the dinos, they should report their findings to a library staff member to earn 

an entry in the  prize drawing 

of three new books:  “How to 

catch a dinosaur” by Adam 

Wallace, a dinosaur activity 

book, and a dinosaur ency-

clopedia by DK/

Smithsonian.  There is also a 

dinosaur book display to co-

incide with the event.  

Provided by Judy Kassenbaum 

Story and photos (including photo of the month) by Sara Johnson 

 

The Hebron Secrest           

Library  bagged up individual 

grab bags which included 

sale books, dvds, kids books 

and, of course, a Hershey 

Bar.  The patrons enjoy this 

surprise and we are on our 

second tub of bags. A fun 

way to get rid of some of the 

deleted items.  
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News Around the System 

The Clarks Public Library held its annual Little Spooks Parade Friday, October 30th. The beautiful 

weather brought out all the “spooks” as we had one of our best attendances at 154! We paraded 

down both sides of Main Street & trick or treated the businesses. Afterwards the children were giv-

en a free hotdog meal provided by the business group. It was great to see all the costumes the chil-

dren chose!  

Little Spooks Parade Draws a Crowd in Clarks 

Provided by Barbee Sweet 
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News Around the System 
Fairbury Offers Multiple Halloween Activities 

 

Provided by Linda Dux and Debbie Aden 

 

Story Time 

was all about 

Halloween 

and library 

cats!  

The Halloween Party 

 

Patrons were offered a pre-cut, 

craft foam pumpkin to take 

home and decorate any way 

they wished. If they brought it 

back to display, they were given 

a coupon for a free ticket at our 

local Bonham Theater.  
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News Around the System 

Trunk or Treat in Fairmont 

Auburn Memorial Library Creatively Increases Circulation 

To  help with encouraging people to be "in and out", we came up with Book Bundles for our picture 

books. We took 3 books that had the same theme and banded them together for quick grabbing. 

Our moms have loved the idea. 

Also, in an effort to up circulation, we came up with the idea to give away the fixings for Christmas 

dinner. It started out as giving away 2 dinners to the 2 people that check out the most items be-

tween Oct 19th and Dec 19th., with it being sponsored by our Friends group. Then they decided 

that for every 1,000 items circulated in that time frame, they would add another dinner!  

Story and Photo by Wanda Marget 

Story and photos by Heather Koenecke 

 

 

During the Trunk or Treat event in Fairmont, Wanda 

Marget gave out an apple and a used book to over 75 

children. 
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News Around the System 

Rightfully Hers Pop-Up Display 

Author Visits School Despite Pandemic 

Fairbury, Tri-County, Freeman and Bruning-Davenport schools were supposed to have an in-person 

author visit during October, but author Geoff Herbach visited virtually via Zoom instead. He pre-

sented to students in grades K-12 at Bruning-Davenport on October 21. Geoff created a story and 

read his picture book Hair-pocalypse to the elementary students and then talked about how he be-

came a writer and gave writing tips to the older students. His humorous storytelling kept everyone 

entertained. We appreciated his going ahead with his visit despite the pandemic!  

Story by Susie Dunn, photo by Seanna Yeager 

Story and photos by Beth Dolnicek 

The Southeast Community College Learning Resource Centers 

(LRC) obtained the free “Rightfully Hers: American Women and 

the Vote” pop-up display created by the National Archives. This 

pop-up display was created to honor the landmark moment in 

U.S. history when millions of women became eligible to fully 

participate in the nation’s democracy.  

The ratification of the 19th Amendment dramatically changed 

the electorate. It enshrined in the United States Constitution 

fuller citizenship for women and a more expansive democracy 

for the nation. The pop-up display contains simple messages  

Continued on p. 9 
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News Around the System 
Rightfully Hers Display 

about the expansion of the vote to millions of women, before and after the 19th amendment, and 

its impact today.  Beginning in September, the exhibit traveled to each of the LRC’s at the Lincoln, 

Milford, and Beatrice Campuses and included a stop at the SCC Continuing Education Center (CEC). 

The National Archives’ Rightfully Hers popup display is presented by the Women’s Suffrage Centen-
nial Commission, Unilever, Pivotal Ventures, Carl M. Freeman Foundation in honor of Virginia Allen 
Freeman, AARP, Denise Gwyn Ferguson, and the National Archives Foundation. 

Continued from p. 8 



Southeast Signal November 2020 

10 

http://bit.ly/2021srp
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https://www.cccneb.edu/lis/


Southeast Signal November 2020 

  

Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Vacant  

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

SELS Board Candidates Sought 

We are currently accepting self-

nominations for the upcoming 

SELS Board Elections. The SELS 

Board is an important part of  

making sure that our activities 

follow the mission of  our organi-

zation and provide valued input 

on the usefulness of  our offerings. If  you are interested in 

running for the board, please send your name, your rela-

tionship to a library in our service area (work in the library, 

are a board member, a user of  the library, etc) and brief  bio 

to Scott Childers at scott.childers.sels@gmail.com .  Dead-

line is the day before Thanksgiving, Nov 25.  

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/
mailto:scott.childers.sels@gmail.com



