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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

Back in December of 2020, 

it was announced that 

Bertelsmann, the owners of 

Penguin Random House, 

was looking to purchase 

Simon & Schuster pending 

regulatory approval. At the time there were 

differing estimates on how much of the US 

market this merged company would control, but 

usually it was estimated that it would be 

somewhere between 20% to 35%.  Two major 

authors organizations (The Authors Guild based 

in the US and the Society of Authors based in the 

UK) raised objections, as well as other publishing 

houses and individual authors like Stephen King.   

Early last month, the merger was officially 

blocked with the DOJ winning an antitrust lawsuit 

against the merger. The owners of the two 

publishing houses decided to not attempt to 

reconstruct the merger and drop the idea. 

As mentioned when we brought this up back in 

April of last year, this merger probably wouldn’t 

have had much immediate impact on libraries, 

but it would have meant that even fewer 

companies control most of the supply of titles 

available both in physical form and access for 

ebook lending. 

As reporting about the trial came out, it was very 

interesting to hear about some of the inner 

workings of two of the largest publishers, and 

how this merger wasn’t necessarily about 

increasing market share for selling books but on 

increasing leverage on terms when buying 

content from authors.   

The current owner of Simon & Schuster, 

Paramount Global, is still looking for a buyer for 

the publisher as they are focusing their business 

model in their movie, TV, and streaming video 

service brands so we could see another merger 

bid by one of the other Big Five publishers. 

The good news is that there was interest in 

preventing this buyer’s monopoly at a federal 

level, so hopefully that will remain so authors 

continue to have more options to sell their works 

and readers will continue to have access to a 

wide variety of works to read. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
December 16, CASTL, SELS Office, “All About Humanities 

Nebraska” 

December 17, National Maple Syrup Day 

December 18, World Language Day 

December 21, National Crossword Puzzle Day 

December 23, Christmas Eve Observed, SELS Office Closed 

December 26, Christmas Day Observed, SELS Office Closed 

December 28, National Card Playing Day 

January, National Hobby Month 

January 2, New Year’s Day Observed, SELS Office Closed 

January 2, National Science Fiction Day 

January 6, National Cuddle Up Day 

January 15, National Hat Day 

February 3, Geneva Public Library, “Sticker Obsession” Workshop, 9:45—3:15 

Photos of the Month 

Geneva Public Library celebrates DINO-VEMBER. More on p. 4. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffe-lUSf0mAtWBj_EBzpDUMoY-BU-y63KeJ7gvCebnCLpLFg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffe-lUSf0mAtWBj_EBzpDUMoY-BU-y63KeJ7gvCebnCLpLFg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2022/11/21/sticker-obsession-workshop/
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CASTL Wrap-up 
 

Upcoming CASTL 
Meetings 

 
 

December 16 
SELS Office Meeting 

Room 
“All About Humanities 

Nebraska” 
 

January 20  
Alice M. Farr Library 

Aurora 
 

February  23 
Tecumseh Public Library 

 
March  24 

Superior Public Library 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates of Class 

Jan. 1—Jan. 31 

Feb. 2—Feb. 18 

Topic 

Communication 

Customer Service 

Registration 

December  1—December 30 

January 3—January 28 

To see the list of basic skills classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Our November 17th CASTL was held at Pawnee City Public Library and hosted by library 
director Lola Seitz along with members of her board and foundation. Sam Shaw present-
ed information about the Public Library Survey, which commonly goes by the nickname 
of "Bibliostat," which is actually the name of the software used to collect the statistics 
for the survey.  Sam gave a three hour general overview, including updates to the sur-
vey and answers to librarians' questions. 

The survey opened November 14th. As you work on it, you can save each page before 
clicking on “next”.  That way you don't have to finish the survey all at one sitting, but 
can return to it whenever you want. The deadline for finishing the survey is February 17. 
If it is easier, you can fill out the Word or PDF version of the survey before submitting 
the data online. These forms, as well as other helpful information, can be found here on 
the Nebraska Library Commission website. Instructions are also embedded in the online 
survey, which you can find by clicking on the question mark symbols.  Sam also recom-
mends choosing the option to show last year's answers. 

Some of the fields are prefilled and cannot be altered. Some of this is information that 
generally does not change from year to year (but if for some reason it does, you can 
give Sam a call or send him an email, and he can change the information in Bibliostat for 
you). Other fields, such as Overdrive consortium statistics, are prefilled because the 
Commission has this information and is able to save you a bit of work. 

One item discussed more extensively was "other revenue." This includes private monies 
and fines and fees (as long as they are being set aside for the library and not included as 
part of the general revenue of a village or city). 

Capital Revenue is normally revenue that is set aside for the replacement of an HVAC 
system, renovation, a new addition, new (not replacement) computers, etc. If some-
thing like the replacement of an HVAC system is being paid by operating revenue, it 
should not be reported as capital revenue. 

Hoopla was briefly discussed for those libraries that have it. Here the total number of 
holdings and the total number of circulations (downloads) are the same. In addition, 
Overdrive numbers are prefilled, but not Overdrive Advantage numbers. 

In order to count in-house circulating items, such as laptops, headphones, and micro-
film, they must be in the library catalog. 

This and much more information was covered in Sam's session, which you can view 

here. 

Upcoming Basic Skills Classes 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/stats/bibliostatcollect.aspx
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/stats/bibliostatcollect.aspx
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y0gedgtmjjtdm9x/Bibliostat%20with%20Sam%20Shaw.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y0gedgtmjjtdm9x/Bibliostat%20with%20Sam%20Shaw.mp4?dl=0
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News Around the System 
DINO-VEMBER in Geneva 

The Geneva Public Library celebrated DINO-VEMBER 

with several dinosaurs hiding throughout the library 

and weekly craft projects.  Youth were invited to 

search for Mr. Phus (a 4” tall parasaurolophus) who 

hid somewhere new each day, and a herd of other 

dinosaurs who hid in a new place each Mon-

day.  When found, the kids reported their location to 

library staff, who took the opportunity to teach the 

kids about an aspect of the library, and then the kids 

could enter their name in a drawing for a dinosaur 

prize set.  Crafts included perler bead dinosaurs, pa-

per pterodactyl puppets, chipboard lacing dino-

saurs, coloring pages, and word finds.  We would be 

happy to share any our design files or craft pages if 

you’re interested. 

********** 

Photos, including photos of the month, include:  Mr. 

Phus trying to camouflage himself to do some birdwatch-

ing.  Mr. Phus working on his Thanksgiving dinner.  The 

dino herd playing with the outdoor equipment available 

for checkout.  The dino herd playing with some of the 

games available for checkout. 

By Sarah Johnson, photos by library staff 

 



Southeast Signal December 2022 

5 

News Around the System 
Library Students Name Snowplows 

The Nebraska Department of Transportation held a contest this fall to name the snowplows in the 

state. School Librarian Deb Burrows of Dorchester Public Schools submitted names from their 3rd, 

4th, and 5th graders. They had two  winners and the names were given to the plows in District 1 or 

the "Dorchester Shop." 

The first winner was Boone Smith. His snowplow name, "Snow Pirate," will be assigned to plow num-

ber 26506.Our second winner was Legend Smith with the name "Deep Trouble." This name will be as-

signed to plow number 27079. The winner received a mini snowplow with their winning name on it 

and the winner's class received a prize to share. 

You can follow these plows when it snows on the state's plow tracker at https://plows.nebraska.gov/

index.html 

Boone Smith (right: 4th grade Dorchester Pubic School) with snowplow driver Larry Burrows.  

Legend Smith (leftt: 5th grade Dorchester Public School) shakes hands with Tom Goodbarn from the 

State Department of Transportation. 

by Deb Burrows 

 

https://plows.nebraska.gov/index.html
https://plows.nebraska.gov/index.html
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News Around the System 

Polk Public Library Participates in Community Santa Visit 

The Polk Public Library 

provided a craft when 

Santa made his annual 

visit to Polk on Sunday, 

December 4th.  We also 

held a drawing for sever-

al children's books.  Pic-

tured in the picture is 

Becky Carlstrom, Librari-

an, Ava Messcher (getting 

help with her craft) and 

Library Board members 

Louise Logston and Jeri 

Gray. 

By Becky Carlstrom 

By Kelly Spellman 

Youth Book Club at the Hebron Secrest Library 

Our first book is already in!! The 

Magic Misfits, by Neil Patrick Harris 

will be the book of the month. Nomi-

nated for the 2019-2020 Nebraska 

Golden Sower Award (Chapter 

Books) It is age level 7-11 and grade 

level 3-7. However, in this club we 

will not use a grade/age level format. 

I will leave the parents to decide if 

this book is right for them and their 

child. I have 10 books available to 

any child who would like to take 

part. Our very first discussion will be 

held on Friday, January 13th from 4-

5 pm in the basement of the Hebron 

Secrest Library. I will serve a light snack and drink. I am eager to kick this off and hope to have a lot 

of fun! 
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By Kelly Spellman 

Ugly Christmas Party at Hebron Secrest Library 

We hosted an Ugly Christmas Sweater party on Dec. 3rd. It included child and adult crafts, children's 

stories, hot cocoa and homemade cinnamon rolls.  We had an absolute blast and intend to carry it 

out again next year! Judy Kassebaum was the brightest star in the bunch with her absolutely ridicu-

lous Christmas sweater. A little gorilla tape and some decor is all she needed. I created a holiday vid-

eo prior to our party: https://www.facebook.com/100866803291142/videos/823135408954649  

 

News Around the System 
Christmas Event at Fairbury Library 

A local high school group held a Christmas event here at 

the Fairbury Children's Library.  We had 28 children 

attend. They decorated cookies, made cards for the local 

nursing home and did a craft. Santa and Mrs. Claus were 

there also.  

By Trish Vanek, Photos by Sara Paraker 

https://www.facebook.com/100866803291142/videos/823135408954649
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From the NLC 
Book Club Spotlight – Outside Valentine 

For 60 days in the winter of 1957-1958, 

Charles Starkweather and Caril Ann Fugate 

raced across Nebraska and Wyoming, leaving 

11 dead in their wake. As one of America’s 

most infamous and widely-reported killing 

sprees, Starkweather and Fugate are immor-

talized through movies, music, and literature. 

And Liza Ward, the granddaughter of two vic-

tims, Lauer and Clara Ward, decided it was 

time to tell the story from a new perspective. 

Her 2004 novel Outside Valentine is the story 

of her family and the trauma that has con-

sumed it for generations.  

This book is a fictional account following 

three narrators simultaneously. One narrator, 

Caril Ann Fugate, is a disenfranchised impres-

sionable 14-year-old who finds solace and a 

desperate love with 19-year-old Charles 

Starkweather. Their romance soon burns too 

hot when he takes Caril on a joyride, murder-

ing her family and anyone found in the way 

of that love.     

Book club groups, especially those here in Nebraska, will find plenty to discuss in how Ward uses 

the setting to instill her characters with deep longing and isolation. She does an incredible job of 

identifying the true loneliness of being a young girl and the dark side of romanticism.  

While both were found guilty and Starkweather sentenced to death, Caril Ann Fugate spent 17 

years in prison on a murder conviction before she was paroled in 1976. In 2020, With her father’s 

support, Liza Ward advocated for Fugate’s pardon, believing her grandparents “would want people 

to know the truth,” and that it is “time to show that young girl’s stories are worth being listened 

to.” And she gives young girls that opportunity in Outside Valentine.  

If you’re interested in requesting this book for your book club, you can find the Book Club Kit Re-

quest Form here. There are 12 copies available (Items must be requested by a librarian)  

By MacKenzie Marrow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCpL_ImsiDo
https://journalstar.com/special-section/starkweather/wards-were-a-generous-couple-who-loved-to-travel/article_aef20a21-0e18-5046-900e-adb68ce2c822.html
https://www.1011now.com/content/news/Granddaughter-of-Starkweather-victims-supports-Caril-Fugates-pardon-request-567950331.html
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/ref/bookclub/form2.asp?title=Outside%20Valentine&author=%20Liza%20Ward&copies=12&copiesCD=&copiesCass=&ID=3394&copiesLP=&copiesDVD=
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http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/
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http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2022/10/07/summer-reading-workshop-coming-december-9/
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3011 
 
Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
Direct phone: 531-530-3010 
 
Administrative Assistant—Catherine Sokol 
catherine.sokol.sels@gmail.com  
402-467-6188 

    
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

System Spotlight 

Journal Article Request  

Service 
You can request articles 

through us from a variety of  pro-

fessional magazines and jour-

nals. If  you are interested in re-

ceiving articles from a journal, 

please see the journal article re-

quest service page on our web-

site for a list of  available jour-

nals, as well as directions on 

how to enroll in the service. 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/journal-article-request-service/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/journal-article-request-service/

