Libraries
Lead Story Headline Are Still Here...
I've been feeling somewhat vindicated the past few weeks, (Ok, smug might be the
better word,) over an article that appeared in Publishers Weekly. According to their
market trends, print sales are up for the first time in about five years, and e-book sales
are down. They attribute this partly to the wide range of e-readers that have become
available, and the fact that many people still like the feel of a book in their hands when
they're reading. I'm smug, excuse me, vindicated, because of a former library board
member who argued against our plans for a building expansion, because “in twenty years
there won't even be printed books.” My reply was that even if that were true, people
would still be coming to the library for other reasons.
What is frustrating is that we didn't have enough money for an addition, though we
have done a really good job of remodeling the original space to achieve maximum use of
the space. The board member has since moved to a large metropolitan area in another
state, and during a phone call was raving about a great public library she had visited
that had spaces for people to come in and create projects. Sounds like a Maker Space,
doesn't it? To say I was a “little” irritated with her is a severe understatement! There are
always nay-sayers, when it comes to prophesying the end of libraries as we know them;
sometimes, unfortunately, they are employees or board members who should be positive
in the face of change. I fully expect our library to be here another 100 years, perhaps
serving our community in ways I can't even imagine, but helping to feed our public's
desire for information and recreation.
In good news for all our System libraries, Pat Gross is available at the Western
Library System office as an interim director, while the hiring committee continues with
the interview process. Pat's initial agreement is for six months, and we hope we can have
a new Director in that time, but this gives us a little breathing room. Pat is available to
answer questions over the phone, or to come visit if you would like that. She has lots of
experience, having worked in public and school libraries in the Panhandle, as well as
serving on the Nebraska Library Commission's Advisory Board. Thank you, and
welcome, Pat!
Maryruth Reed
President
WLS Board
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http://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=7002

Teens' Top Ten is a "teen choice" list, where teens
nominate and choose their favorite books of the previous
year. Nominations are posted on the Thursday of National
Library Week, and teens across the country vote on their
favorite titles each year. Readers ages twelve to
eighteen will vote online between August 15 and
Teen Read Week™ (October 9-15, 2016) here on the
Teens' Top Ten site. The winners will be announced the
week after Teen Read Week. Go to http://www.ala.org/
yalsa/teenstopten for more information.

Teen Read Week™ is a national adolescent literacy initiative created by the Young Adult Library Services
Association (YALSA). It began in 1998 and is held annually in October the same week as Columbus Day. Its
purpose is to encourage teens to be regular readers and library users.
The 2016 event will be held Oct. 9 - 15th, featuring a multi-lingual "Read for the fun of it!" theme. Library staff
and educators are encouraged to leverage this theme to highlight all of the resources and services available
to the 22% of the nation's youth who speak a language other than English at home.
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Information Exchange
The Information Exchange is
devoted to helping communities
locate and strategize methods to
provide better access to information,
generate ideas about what libraries
are and how knowledge can be
shared within a community to
improve the lives of its citizens.
This conference is for librarians,
educators, business leaders,
healthcare providers, activists, city
planners—anyone who wants to
build resources in their community.

The Nebraska 150 Reading Challenge
Open your mind to what Nebraska authors have to offer. You will be amazed by the scope of literature and
books produced by writers right here in Nebraska. Some of these books may be familiar to you, others may be
books that you have never before encountered. The goal of the Nebraska 150 Reading Challenge is to draw
attention to the best literature produced from Nebraska and to highlight the varied cultures, historical time periods and locations that are featured in the selected books. These books will contribute to a greater understanding of our shared history.
Go to http://nebraska150books.org/ and download the Nebraska 150 Reading Challenge Entry Form and start
reading today!
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Calling All Jodi Picoult Fans!
Do you love character-driven novels of family, love, and loss? Are you waiting
(not so) patiently for Jodi Picoult’s October release of her new book Small Great
Things? If you answered yes to either of these questions, this list of 2016 titles
with heartwarming—and heart-wrenching—stories is perfect for you.
The Perfect Neighbors by Sarah Pekkanen
The Turning Point by Freya North
What Was Mine by Helen Klein Ross
We Could Be Beautiful by Swan Huntley
In Twenty Years by Allison Winn Scotch
Most Wanted by Lisa Scottoline
Somewhere Out There by Amy Hatvany
The Secret Life of CeeCee Wilkes by Diane Chamberlain
Family Tree by Susan Wiggs
The Good Goodbye by Carla Buckley
Missing Pieces by Heather Gudenkauf
Truly Madly Guilty by Liane Moriarty
All Is Not Forgotten by Wendy Walker
Wright, Kristina. BookBub Blog. Posted on July 22, 2016.

To raise awareness of the overly restrictive blocking of legitimate, educational websites and
academically useful social networking tools in schools and school libraries, AASL has
designated one day during Banned Books Week as Banned Websites Awareness Day. On
Wednesday, September 28, AASL asks school librarians and other educators to promote an
awareness of how overly restrictive filtering affects student learning.
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The Nebraska Library Association and the Nebraska School Library Association present the
upcoming Annual Joint Conference with the theme of Libraries Transform™ created by the
American Library Association.
The conference will take place October 19-21, 2016, at the Ramada Plaza Hotel in Omaha,
Nebraska, where nearly five hundred librarians and other information professionals will gather for
the annual convention.
Registration is now open, and early bird pricing ends on September 9, 2016. For hotel information
and to register for conference, please visit the following website: http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/
page/Neblib2016.
Pre-conferences sessions consist of a full tour of Do Space, Omaha’s first digital library; a
community engagement building exercise with local presenter Stuart Chittenden, of Squish Talks;
and a storytelling tips and techniques seminar. Read about our other remarkable and motivational
pre-conferences on the conference website.
A full listing of the program schedule is available for viewing. Thursday sessions will begin with
nationally renowned key-note speaker, Jamie LaRue, Director of the American Library Association’s Office for Intellectual Freedom. On Friday, Shannon McClintock Miller, a Teacher Librarian
and Technology Integration Specialist from Colorado, will present midday on ‘being the change’
you want to see in the workplace.
Other conference highlights include the future of cataloging with BIBFRAME, the newest in library
technology, transforming workplace culture and collaboration, and fostering children’s creativity
and imagination.
National vendors such as Biblionix, EBSCO, and Follett will be available to present their goods
and services amongst nearly fifty vendors.
Conference festivities will continue into the evening with ‘dine-arounds’ and other activities where
attendees can get to know one another more.

NLA/NSLA Conference Hotel Reservation Instructions
For Ramada Plaza Hotel conference reservations, please call the hotel at 402-393-3950 X0 (must
push zero).
You must call this number to talk directly to the Omaha Ramada staff. Make sure you request a hotel
room from the Nebraska Library Association room block. The discount rate is $119 a night for conference attendees and is only available over the phone. Rooms need to be reserved prior to October 5.
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How Safe Is Your Library?
What was the first thought that came into your mind? Safety of the patrons? Safety of the materials?
Both of those are important, but in this case we are looking at the safety of library employees. Unfortunately, this topic might not come up until something has happened. Sharon Osenga recently
attended a seminar sponsored by the Three Rivers Library System with Pat Wager from Denver as
the presenter.
During one portion of the program, participants were asked to audit the physical surroundings of
their libraries thinking about the safety of the staff. Security is about more than just locked doors. As
you read these questions, think about how your library building stacks up and how it could be better.









Is the desk positioned so that staff can move around freely?
Are you able to see people as they come in the door and as they move around the library?
Is there room in the front of the library for a line to form at the desk?
Is there lighting at the front, back and all entrances to the library?
Are there isolated areas inside the library?
Do you have exterior windows?
Does the exit door have a window?
Do you have security cameras or motion-sensor lights?

This is an abbreviated list of questions from Pat Wagner’s handouts.
If you have concerns about safety and the security of your library
staff, contact your System office for more information.
Pat Wagner, Pattern Research, Inc., PO Box 9100, Denver CO 80209
303-778-0880; pat@sieralearn.com; wwwsieralearn.com
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Tracking the Release of
Teen Books

ARSL 2016
Fargo, ND
October 27-29, 2016
Join us as we go a little
“North of Normal” this year.
See page 15 for important
Scholarship Information

Two individuals, librarian Keri Adams
and web designer Stefan Hayden, created a convenient way to keep track of
upcoming book releases of young adult
novels. They also decided to share it
with everyone (woo-hoo!) You can go to
their web page: http://www.yalit.com
and find out what’s coming! The
“Upcoming” page lists titles for the current month. Click “more” at the bottom
to go on to the next month(s).
Website selected by Sally Snyder, Youth
Services Librarian at the Nebraska
Library Commission.

Brown Bear turns 50!
September marks the 50th anniversary of
Bill Martin Jr and Eric Carle’s classic
picture book Brown Bear, Brown Bear,
What Do You See?. Celebrate this perennial
favorite and encourage parents, caregivers,
and children to seek out books to share
together.
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Library News

nstrumentalist Todd Green will be appearing
in a public concert at the Mitchell High School
Auditorium on October 6 at 7:00 p.m. The event
is sponsored by the Mitchell Public Library.

C

hadron Public Library is hosting their
first ever Escape Room! An Escape Room
is a physical adventure game in which players
are locked in a room and have to solve a series
of clues to escape, within the given time limit.

September 17th marks the Birthday of literature’s
favorite monkey, Curious George! To celebrate,
the Alliance Public Library is sponsoring a
drawing for a Curious George tote with Curious
George books. The drawing will be held at the
birthday celebration on September 16th.

This event will be held on September 30th at
5:00 p.m. Children under the age of 16 must
be accompanied by an adult.

Morrill Public Library just wrapped up our summer reading
program where we had 66 children sign up 46 completed the
program we gave out 213 prizes 37 of the 46 got all five prizes
we had 17 Super readers who had to read over 1500 pages to
become a super reader and our top super reader read over
9500 pages!

T

he Governor’s Office recently announced that two new Commissioners
have been appointed to the Library Commission board. Michael LaCroix
was re-appointed to a second term. Sandra (Sandy) White from Sidney
and Charles (Chuck) Peek from Kearney have been appointed to fill the
two vacancies. Sandy is a retired media specialist who was on the Educational
Service Unit staff in Sidney for many years. She is now on the Sidney public
library board. Chuck Peek is a retired English professor (University of Nebraska
Kearney) and former Nebraska Center for the Book board member and president.
Sandy and Chuck will attend their first Commission meeting on September 9.
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Please check with the System Office for the Deadline.
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Libraries are Timeless Treasures
Even as pulpy paperbacks get swapped out for electronic ink, we still crave a
physical space where we can surround ourselves with knowledge. When done
right, those spaces can be works of art.
To find the most beautiful libraries in each state, Tech Insider looked at past and
current award-winners as judged by the American Institute of Architects and the
American Library Association awards, and relied on our own judgment for states
who have never won.
Make sure to give these a look on your next road trip. http://www.techinsider.io/
most-beautiful-library-in-all-50-states-2016-7
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Mark Your Calendar
September 5 -------- WLS Office Closed--Labor Day Holiday
September 9 -------- Meeting of the Nebraska Library Commissioners, Lincoln
September 12-23 -- Basic Skills, Programming and Outreach
September 13------- Western Library System Board Meeting, Railway Office Plaza Conference
Room, 10:00 a.m.
September 23------- “Leading During Times of Change” Workshop, Seward Public Library
(see page 8)
Sept. 25 - Oct. 1---- Banned Books Week (see page 2)
October 3-14 -------- Basic Skills, The Community and the Library
October 9-15 -------- Teen Read Week (see page 2)
October 10 ----------- WLS Office Closed--Columbus Day Holiday
October 16-22 ------ National Friends of Libraries Week (see page 3)
October 19 ----------- Pre-Conference, Do Space, 72nd and Dodge, Omaha (see page 7)
October 20-21 ------ NLA/NSLA Annual Conference, Omaha (see page 6)
October 20-22 ------ MPLA Annual Conference, Loveland, Colorado
Oct. 24 - Nov. 4 ---- Basic Skills, Management & Supervision
October 27-29 ------ ARSL Annual Conference, Fargo, ND (see pages 11 & 15)
March 17, 2017 ---- Information Exchange, UNO (see page 3)

This year ALL CE Grants from the Nebraska Library Commission will be
scholarships to attend the 2016 ARSL Annual Conference in Fargo, North Dakota,
on October 27-29! Go to http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/ce/ for the application
forms.
Do not dawdle! Early Bird Registration continues through September 2. The
deadline for applications is September 6th
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