
ñThis is the time of year that, traditionally, 
your new session of Preschool Storytime 

begins. Are you out of ideas for new 

themes and ways to entice 2, 3, and 4 

year-olds to give you their undivided  

attention? (Okay. Undivided attention 

might be a bit much to hope for, but you 

know what I mean.) The Central Plains 

Library System might have the answer  

to your dilemma. We have a collection  

of professional books with information 

about all aspects of running a library  

that you can borrow. This month, I am 

going to highlight five titles for Preschool  

Programming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazingly Easy Puppet Plays: 42 New 

Scripts for One-Person Puppetry, by 

Dee Anderson. Perhaps you have  

considered having a puppet show, but 

you worried that it might be difficult,  

demanding, and time-consuming.  

Puppetry doesnôt have to be hard. You 

donôt need a stage, curtain, lights, sound 

system, or even a large collection of  

puppets. This book offers only simple 

ideas one person can carry out without 

spending much time or money. 
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Animal Shenanigans: 24 Creative,  

Interactive Story Programs for  

Preschoolers, by Rob Reid.  

These preschool lesson plans feature  

animals and each one is approximately 

30-minutes long. The lessons are  

composed of a mix of ñnewerò picture 

books (copyright 2010-2014) and  

ñin-betweenò activities such as  

fingerplays and movement activities, 

songs and musical activities, chants, 

creative dramatics and imagination  

exercises. General program topics  

include numbers, colors, food, pets, and  

bedtime. 

 

Mudluscious: Stories and Activities 

Featuring Food for Preschool  

Children, by Jan Irving and Robin 

Currie. This book will help you create 

your own programs based on your  

situationétime, space, number of  

children, etc. Each chapter suggests an 

Initiating Activity (fingerplays, songs, 

rhymes), a Story based on a food 

theme, Related Activities (crafts, games, 

tasting), and finally a Closing Song. 

There are plenty of recipes, songs, 

rhymes, crafts, and games to ensure 

that you will run out of time before you 

run out of choices. 

 

Continued on page 2 
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Storytimes for Two-Year-Olds 2nd ed., by Judy Nichols. This resource has fifty themes including  

action rhymes and songs that can be sung to familiar tunes. Parentôs Follow-Up Ideas and program notes are  

provided, as well. Every effort has been made to acknowledge the multicultural world in which we live and the 

same consideration has been given to varying abilities. 

 

Where is Thumbkin?, by Pam Schiller and Thomas Moore. This book shows teachers and librarians 

how to take popular childhood songs and use them as a springboard for development. The lessons are  

divided by month and each includes questions to stimulate discussion, thematic connections, a list of  

materials needed and complete directions. 

  

        Call or email the System Office to borrow any of these resources. 

Continued from page 1 

 

2018 Mountain Plains Library Association Leadership Institute 

 April 29 - May 4, 2018 

YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, Colorado 
 

 

 Fellow Applications Due: October 30, 2017 

 MPLA Member cost = $600 

 Non-MPLA Member cost = $800 

 Central Plains Library System Scholarship for  

     one accepted applicant = $300 

 

 
The 11th MPLA Leadership Institute will again be facilitated by nationally known organizational  

development consultant Maureen Sullivan.  Ms. Sullivan has over 25 years of experience in  

leadership development and is the Past President of the American Library Association.  She helped  

establish the ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute and is a faculty member for its annual program. 

 

Criteria for applicants (fellows): 

¶ Employed in a library organization in MPLA's 12-state region 

¶ Current member of one of MPLA's 12 affiliated state library associations 

¶ Minimum of 5 years in a library-related job with progressive experience 

¶ Record of experience that demonstrates leadership potential 

¶ Expected continued contribution to the library and information science profession 

¶ Commitment to arrive at the Institute site by 5:00 PM Sunday, April 29, 2018 and remain on site and 

      fully engaged until adjournment Friday morning, May 4, 2018 

¶ A thoughtfully completed application 

¶ Two letters of recommendation 

 

 

CE credits available! 

  

More information online at http://mpla.us/quick-links/leadership-institute.html 

http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/link.asp?e=denise.cpls@gmail.com&job=3040239&ymlink=149693417&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmpla%2Eus%2Fquick%2Dlinks%2Fleadership%2Dinstitute%2Ehtml
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The Nebraska Library Commission is partnering with the University of Nebraska Lincoln (UNL), 
Nebraska Innovation Studio, Nebraska Extension, Regional Library Systems, and local public  
libraries on Nebraskaôs Library Innovation Studios: Transforming Rural Communities project to 
create library makerspaces. The Nebraska Library Commission was recently awarded a National 
Leadership Grant of $530,732 by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to fund  
rotating equipment, training, and Community Engagement activities.  

To introduce Nebraska library staff to the project, we will have lots of fun learning experiences 
available at the upcoming NLA/NSLA conference in Kearney on October 11-13. We plan to have 
the makerspace equipment set up in the Exhibit Hall throughout the conference. And we will be 
hosting several opportunities for you to learn more about the project and experiment with the 
equipment:  

¶ Thursday (October 12) and Friday morning (October 13), plan to stop by our  
Library Innovation Studios area in the Exhibit Hall. Watch the equipment in action 
and work with us to make things in the studio area. Make a button, a laser-cut coaster or 
name tag, a laminated bookmark, a t-shirt, an embroidered hot pad, or other things that 
weôll be demonstrating or helping you make. (Supplies will be limited.) Bring a photo of  
your library, cat/dog, or kids to make a picture-backed mirror or a picture button for your  
refrigerator (the finished product to be 2.25ò in diameter). Or bring your library logo, favorite 
photos, or artwork on a memory stick to work into a design.   

¶ Thursday (October 12) at 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Learn, Play, Make @ Library Innovation 
Studios. Nebraska Library Commission and Nebraska Innovation Studio staff will 
lead this interactive workshop in the Exhibit Hall to demonstrate how to use several of the 
components that will be featured at the Nebraska Library Innovation Studios: Transforming 
Rural Communities local library studios. For a look at components you might see, go to 
http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/InnovationStudios/Components/. 

¶ Thursday (October 12) at 3:00-4:00 p.m.: Library Innovation Studios: How to Garner  
Community Support for a Makerspace. Presenters from the Nebraska Library  
Commission and Nebraska Extension will share information about the Library Innovation 
Studios rotating makerspaces. The community engagement process that is key to the  
libraryôs ability to support a makerspace in the long term will be featured in this  
presentation. 

 

If you have questions please contact JoAnn McManus, Nebraska Library Commission Library  
Innovation Studios Project Manager, 402-471-4870 or 800-307-2665, or  
e-mail: joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov.  

Library Innovation Studios in Exhibits Hall at State Conference  

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/grants/InnovationStudios/Components/
mailto:joann.mcmanus@nebraska.gov
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Public Library Directorôs  

Guidebook 
 

A new library director 
has to handle a lot of 
new things. The Public 
Library Director's Guide-
book is a compilation of 
information that should 
help to answer questions about whoôs who 
and whatôs what. This comprehensive  
resource is designed for new and not-so-new 
public library directors. Click on this link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-R7nr-
PN1WE&feature=youtu.be to view an  
archived session of NCompass Live from 
September 6, 2017, to learn what is available 
in the long-anticipated guidebook. 
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More than 1 out of every 5 students report being bullied. 

The campaign is held during the month of October and unites communities 

around the world to educate and raise awareness of bullying prevention. This 

campaign has grown from an initial week-long event to a worldwide effort with 

thousands of individuals participating in multiple activities throughout October. 

Hundreds of schools, major corporations, and many celebrities have joined the 

movement. Take action and show that you care about kids being safe at school, 

while online, and in the community. 

 

Go to https://pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/ for more information. 
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