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Governor Heineman and Elizabeth
Csipkes, an 8th Grader from Gretna, who
was recognized as one of this year’s
library volunteers.
Scott Berryman, an Omaha attorney, who
is also on the Eastern Library System
Board, shared ideas on gaining influence
with our elected officials.

Scott started
working with the
Legislature in
1998 and had
some great information, including a quiz
for finding the
“most astute
librarian.” One
of Scott’s tips
was to build a
relationship with
the policy advisors in the Governor’s office, as
well as continuing efforts to build relationships with senators from our own districts
which includes time and money contributed to their
campaigns.
Robin Clark,
Chair of the
NLA Legislative Committee
recognized
seven individuals from across
the state for
their volunteer
contributions to
Nebraska Libraries at the
luncheon. Each were introduces by a
senator from their district. ELS volunteers
included:
Elizabeth Csipkes from Gretna recognized
by Senator Scott Price.
Karen Tippets from Omaha recognized by
Senator Brenda Council.

Continued on next page 
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The afternoon continuing education program was on
the Nebraska Memories Project. Nebraska Memories contains digitized images of Nebraska’s history
and culture in a collective, searchable Web database
hosted by the Nebraska Library Commission. Devra
Dragos and Beth Goble shared information on how
materials could be added to the collection, as well as
how to utilize the database. You can find detailed
information on the types of materials accepted, scanning practices including letting NLC do the scanning
and cataloging for you at: http://memories.ne.gov/
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April 19-21 - Mountain Plains Library Association/Oklahoma Library Association Joint Conference, Oklahoma City
*April 21 - Tech Talk with Michael Sauers
April 23 - TSRT/ITART Spring Meeting, Bellevue University
April 23 - DIRECT Meeting, Oakland Public
Library, 9:30 am
April 26 - Trustee Training and Board Development, Wahoo Public Library (see flyer on page
10)
May 4 - PLTS Spring Meeting, Gering

Upcoming Events
*March 24 - Adventures in Facebook: Getting

your library on board
*March 31 - ru game? Game Night @ Perkins
Library
*April 7 - Introduction to WorldCat—What is it
and how can it help me do my job?

*May 5 - Great Summer Reading Program
Reads with Sally Snyder
May 7 - CLICK Meeting, Bennington Public
Library
May 7 - PLTS Spring Meeting, Falls City
May 14 - C & U Spring Meeting, UNO
*May 19 - Cataloging with RDA: An Overview

April 9 - ELS Board Meeting, Lyons Public Library
April 11-17 - National Library Week
This year’s theme is “Communities thrive @
your library.” The Honorary Chair is author,
Neil Gaiman. For lots of ideas go to the American Library Association website:
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/pio/natli
braryweek/nlw.cfm
*April 14 - Communication-Getting the Word
Out: Does your audience hear what you mean?
April 16, 23, 30 - Basic Skills, Baright Public
Library, Ralston

May 13 - Spring Colloquium, speaker Terry
Pettit, Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln
*May 26 - Tech Talk with Michael Sauers
June 4 - ELS Annual Meeting, Anderson Conference Center, Midland Lutheran College, Fremont
September 16-17 - Youth Services Retreat,
Camp Carol Joy Holling, Ashland
*NCompass Live Events - to register go to:
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/ncompass/ncompassli
ve.asp
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Dority Baker, University of Nebraska College of
Law Schmid Library, was also selected.

System News
Fremont
Ann Stephens announced that after being a librarian for
thirty-seven years she
will retire on April
16th. Ann is the director of Keene Memorial
Library in Fremont, a
position she has held
for nineteen years.
She is looking forward
to traveling with her
husband, spending time with her mother, buying a
bicycle and, of course, reading. Ann also worked in
medical libraries and the Blair and Omaha public
libraries before going to Fremont. Ann has been in
the midst of planning the temporary closure of Keene
for a major construction project. She will be working hard to set up certain library services at other locations during construction prior to the closing.
Ann says she will definitely miss the people.
“Everybody thinks a library is just about books, but
it’s not really, it’s about people and getting people
connected with what they need. I love that part of
it.”

Omaha Public Library
Gary Wasdin is the new director of the Omaha Public Library. The library also has a new logo, website
and tagline - “Open Your World.” Open houses
were held at all twelve branches last month with approximately 5,800 people attending. Wasdin said,
“We wanted a chance to celebrate and thank the
community for their support in keeping the Florence
branch from closing last year.”

2010 MPLA Leadership Institute
Robin Clark, director of Sump Memorial Library in
Papillion, was selected to attend the Mountain Plains
Library Association 2010 Leadership Institute. It
will be held in Estes Park, Colorado, April 25-30.
Robin was one of thirty chosen to attend from over
sixty-five applicants in a twelve state region. Marcia

Wahoo
Denise Lawver, director of the Wahoo Public Library, has been working with Saunders County Law
Enforcement in obtaining a DakTech computer for
the detainees at the Wahoo facility. Denise got a
grant for more than $1,000 for the hardware. She
also received a $500 grant from Eastern Library System to buy Spanish language books and educational
supplies for the facility’s library. The plan is for the
inmates to use the computer when working on their
GEDs and for job skills training. A law library database will also be available for research. In the futures, the computer will include GED testing and tutoring programs. Denise said, “I’m really proud of
that library. My goal was to partner with the corrections facility and really expand our outreach services
to those who are not able to physically come to the
main library.”

Poetry Trunk
Omaha Children’s Museum received a grant from
the National Endowment for the Arts to participate in
the BIG READ for students
across Nebraska. The poetry of Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow is the topic of
the BIG READ grant. The
children’s museum created
trunks filled with poetry,
crafts and items to study
Longfellow’s poetry. Each
system received a trunk and
we will loan it to you library or school. Each trunk
has teacher guides, craft
items and a magnetic poetry board. This would be a
wonderful addition to a poetry unit or story time. There are enough Reader’s
Guides for students to keep one.
The trunk is available for check out for a three-week
time period. Call or email ELS and reserve the
trunk for your program. Using this resource will
make poetry fun.
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More System News
College of Saint Mary
The college was pleased to welcome their new library director, Sara Williams, whose duties began
on March 1st. Sara will also be the Institutional
Representative to ICON for the university.

Bellevue University
Effective March 1, 2010, Robin Bernstein, Library
Director at Bellevue University, was promoted to
Senior Director of Library Services. In addition to
being responsible for library operations, Robin
will oversee the Learning Assessment Center
which consists of the Tutoring Center, Testing
Center, and Experiential Learning Assessment.
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Summer Reading Program Workshop
Our biggest attendance ever! We were at capacity
to over-flowing last month at our annual SRP
event at Keene Memorial Library in Fremont.
Fifty-eight children and youth services librarians,
plus three presenters and Kathy & Nancy gathered the last Friday in February to hear author,
James Solheim, introduce his new, hot-off-thepresses, book “Born Yesterday: The Diary of a
Young Journalist.” Those in attendance were
privileged to be the first purchasers of his book.

Oakland Public Library
Joel Williamsen, author of Barrelhouse Boys, gave
a presentation followed by a book signing to benefit the library on March 8th. The book is a mystery about a fatal Lincoln train wreck that might
be connected to slaughterhouse riots in Omaha
and Chicago’s railroad strikes. This is a tale of
mirth, romance and murder in Nebraska’s state
capital around 1894.

Grants Awarded
The Nebraska Library Commission recently
awarded five public libraries “Library Improvement Grants” totaling $51,346. The following
ELS libraries received grants:
• Bennington Public Library—$3,380 for technology-related improvements
• Keene Memorial Library—$3,930 for an emergent literacy program
• Omaha Public Library—$20,000 for “Welcome
to Your Public Library” video for refugees

Author Tour
Last fall, Ellen Klages, author of “The Green
Glass Sea,” traveled across Nebraska on a tour of
18 schools and public libraries. Her visits
spanned seven days, traveling 1,250 miles, autographing books and answering questions in front
of nearly 1,200 children.

Previewing Jim’s book during his presentation

Colleen Mayo from
AccuCut (die cutting
machine) presented
some interesting and
new ideas to utilize
in summer reading
promotions and programs. Attendees
entered a drawing for
an AccuCut $75.00
gift certificate. The winner: Vera Kuhr, Mead
Public Library.
Rounding out the day were Sally Snyder’s
(Nebraska Library Commission) book talks, lots of
great door prizes and sharing of great ideas.
Showing
their faces
are—Linda
Oyster and
Julie
Jogensen,
Waterloo
Public
Library
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Resources For Youth Services
Librarians & Media Specialists
Join CLICK!
CLICK is a group of librarians
who serve children and young
adults. The acronym stands for
Children’s Librarians and Information Coffee Klatch and was
formed to give anyone who works
with kids an opportunity to
share information, discuss topics
of interest, and network. The
group meets four times a year at
a host library from 9:30 to 11:30 am. While there
have been times when the school librarian from
the host community has attended, generally the
attendees are from public libraries. We have discussed a variety of topics such as collection development, library policies dealing with children in
the library, summer reading pros and cons, young
adult book groups, and music in the library. Last
month we toured the Early Childhood Training
Center in Omaha.
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Tea Party Time
With the release of the movie Alice in Wonderland,
now is a good time to host a Mad Hatter Tea Party.
Start by reading chapter 7 aloud: A Mad Hatter’s
Tea Party.” Find great ideas at www.alice-inwonderland.net/mad-tea-party-ideas.html. Be sure
to tell your guests to “not be late for a very important date.”

Comics Blog
Check out Good Comics for Kids at
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/blog/5400006
54.html , a blog devoted to news and titles for
younger readers.
[Children] read comics because they want to and
you can’t do any better than that. - Jeff Smith,
creator of the Bone series.

One request heard here at the ELS office from
both school and public librarians is that they
would like more communication and how to work
together more. This is happening in some communities, but it would be great to see networking
going on in all communities. While it is more difficult for a school person to get time off, we would
love to have school librarians attend the CLICK
meetings. Please call the system office and ask to
be put on the CLICK mailing list. In addition to
finding out when and where CLICK meetings are,
there is also a wealth of information that is
shared online.

Bringing Guys to the Library is the title of an great
article in the February 2010 issue of VOYA. Boys
don’t read is a comment often made by both school
librarians and librarians who work with teens in a
public library setting. The authors of this article,
one a school librarian and the other a public librarian offer some choices that should appeal to guys.

And yes, we do have coffee and goodies to eat so
plan to attend the next CLICK meeting at:
The Bennington Public
Library on May 7th. We will be
talking about story times (not
Summer Reading) and everyone is
invited to bring a story-time program and, if you would like, a
“make and take” craft.

•

We Were Here by Matt De la Peña

•

Halo Encyclopedia, edited by Tobial Buckell

•

Purple Heart by Patricia McCormick

•

Punkzilla by Adam Rapp

•

Ghosts of War: The True Story of a 19-Year-Old
GI by Ryan Smithson

•

Heroes of the Valley by Jonathan Stroud

•

Babylon Boyz by Jess Mowry

To interlibrary loan a copy of this article, please contact the system office.

PAGE 6

EASTERN EXPRESS

Worth Checking Out
Professional Collection Additions

DVD—College of Dupage Teleconference
Library Futures—Staying Ahead of the Curve: Millennials in the Library
The Millennial Generation, Generation Y, Echo Boomers,
Digital Natives, and the Trophy Generation are all terms
used to describe people born in the United States between the early 1980s and the early 1990s. They have
been shaped by a heady mix of culture, politics, and
technology. "Millennials" have had an unprecedented
exposure to mass media, pop culture, instant communication, and cultural freedom woven together by a complex technological net. It is daunting to try to classify a
group of over 70 million people easily. Our teleconference will seek to add nuance to these classifications to
help us understand them more fully and answer the
questions: Who are Millennials? How can our libraries
better serve them as patrons, students, and staff? Presented by Jennifer Kushell.
4-set DVD—2009 Nebraska Book Festival—Nebraska
Writers: Cultivating Creativity
Included is:

·

Roundtable discussion panel with three Nebraska
poets—William Kloefkorn, Dan Welch, and Ted
Kooser.

·

New Work in 2009: Readings by Nebraska Writers—
Michael Forsberg, Allison Hedge Coke, and Harley
Jane Kozak.
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RA for All (raforall.blogspot.com) Becky Spratford tells
what she’s reading, what her patrons at Berwyn Public
Library ar reading, and what her students at Dominican
University are learning. Clean and unpretentious, one of
her strength is giving booklists and ideas for displays.
Reader’s Advisor Online
(www.readersadvisoronline.com/blog) The free side to
ABC-ClIO’s database, this blog features all kinds of good
information for libraries, including tips and trends and
brief articles on the profession.
Blogging for a Good Book (Williamsburg, VA librarians
are charged with writing a review a day, and not just
books, DVDs are also featured.
Smart Bitches, Trashy Books
(www.smartbitchestrashybook.com) A website that reviews romance novels from a couple of rabid fans who
will always give it to you straight. Marvelously sassy.
*Note: More RA advice. The most popular book in 1709
was by Increase Mather—”Solemn Advice to Young Men
Not to Walk in the Ways of Their Heart and in Sight of
Their Eyes; but to Remember the Day of Judgment.”
Sorry, it is out-of-print!
Online Craft Sites
Supplies:

•

All Crafts Supplies (www.allcraftsupplies.com)
Crafts, Etc!

•

www.craftset.com

Ideas/Patterns:

•

Kendra’s Creative Corner—
www.kendrascorner.blogspot.com) For paper crafting, stamping, and scrapbooking.

To interlibrary loan a copy of these programs, please call
the ELS office at 402-330-7884 / 800-627-7884

•

I Love to Craft (www.ilovetocraft.com) Section on
newest and most popular crafts.

Reader’s Advisory

•

The January—February 2010 issue of Public Libraries has
some good information for librarians looking for some
help with reader’s advisory. Some of the online sites
recommended in and article “Readers, Writers, Book and
Blogs” include:

Care Wear (www.carewear.org) Kit, crochet, or sew
items to help hospitals provide clothing and blankets
to infants and children and their parents.

Selling

·

2009 Book Awards—Ted Kooser, et al.

·

One Book One Discussion—A Lantern in Her Hand

•

Purr prints (www.purrprints.blogspot.com) Many
projects are especially for cats.
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photographers. He received the National
Book Award in 1957 for “The Field of Vision”
and the American Book award in 1981 for
“Plains Song.”

Knitting @ the library
Karen Drevo, Children’s Librarian at Norfolk,
started a program in October - “Knit 1, Read
Too!” They have knitters from beginners to
expert and from age nine to senior citizens.
Currently they have 40 in the group with an
average attendance of 25. Participants show
what they are working on and tell a bit about
what they are currently reading. They share
patterns, expertise, helpful hints, knitting
books and websites, and where to buy yarn on
sale. They have had fun building a knitting
community that talks about books. Karen
wants to share her idea with all libraries.
“The more knitters/readers we have in the
world, the more peaceful it will be.”
One Book for Nebraska Teens
The Nebraska Library Commission gave book
bags containing fourteen paperback copies of
“Unwind” by Neal Shusterman to each regional library system. ELS also has copies of
the book in our book bag collection. Librarians and students across the state are encouraged to read and discuss this book which tells
of a future America where parents can choose
to have their children “unwound.” The 16year-old boy in the story runs away when his
parents tell him they decided to have him unwound (body parts harvested and given to
others.) You can find discussion question, activities, puzzles and other information at:
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/libdev/obonk.html
Contact the ELS office to reserve this book
bag.
One Book One Nebraska 2010
The Nebraska Center for the Book selected
“The Home Place” for Nebraska’s statewide
read to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Wright Morris. Morris is regarded as
one of America’s most gifted novelists and

The Lone Tree Literary Society, Nebraska
Center for the Book, Nebraska Humanities
Council, Nebraska Library Association, Nebraska library Commission and University of
Nebraska Press are sponsors of activities
throughout the year to highlight One Book
One Nebraska. Materials for reading and discussion activities including a poster are available at:
http://centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/onebook/
2010/get_involved.htm

2010 Heartland School
Library Conference
All school librarians in Nebraska will want to attend this
conference that features nationally known
speakers usually available only at big and expensive conferences. This event to be held
June 14-15 at the W.H. Thompson Alumni
Center at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha costs only $50. The speakers are Cassandra Banett, President of the American Association of School Librarians, and Pam Berger, Publisher and Editor of Information
Searcher magazine. More information and
the registration form can be found at:
http://heartlandslc.org

Motion Picture Licensing
The Nebraska Library Commission has again funded a statewide license for public viewing of
motion pictures in Nebraska public libraries. This license is good
through September 30, 2010. For
more information go to:
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/libdev/motionpictu
re.html
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Eastern Library System Board Meeting
February 12, 2010
Elkhorn Branch, Omaha Public Library
Board Members Present: John Seyfarth, Robin Bernstein, Joyce
Neujahr, Scott Berryman, Rosa Schmidt, David Privett, Lowen
Kruse, Marie Reidelbach, Jan Therien, Nancy Meyer, Kathleen
Tooker, and Dorothy Willis, Alternate Board member.
Guest: Wendy Anderson, Director of the Bess Johnson Elkhorn
Branch, Omaha Public Library hosted the Eastern Library System
Board. She has served as the library director for over 20 years.
Wendy enlightened all of us with some of the community service
activities the library provides for the city of Elkhorn. Especially
noteworthy was the launch of the new brand recognition for the
Omaha Public Library and its branches. The Elkhorn Branch was
celebrating with a “wild west” theme. Visitors on Saturday, February 13 would enjoy craft activities, a costume contest, the Heartland
Hoedowners clogging group, western cowboy music and a variety
of other activities. Wendy said it best about the role of Public Libraries. “They need to be more than a book warehouse – they need
to help communities”. From what she shared it is obvious Wendy
practices what she preaches.
The meeting was called to order by President, John
Seyfarth.
Robin Bernstein motioned to approve the December
11, 2009, board meeting minutes, Rosa Schmidt seconded, and the minutes were approved as submitted.
The Treasurer’s Report for December 2009 and January 2010 were distributed in advance of the meeting
for review. The reports were approved to be filed for
audit.
Kathy Tooker received one thank you letter from the
Ralston Library Director, Francine Canfield, for
funding the Children’s Grant. Funds were to be used to purchase
nonfiction books for non-readers.
Highlights from the Administrator’s Report included:
• The Summer Reading Program workshop scheduled for February 26 at the Keene Memorial Library in Fremont has the largest number of registrants ever.
• Several Library Improvement Grants have been funded with
one to the Omaha Public Library, Bennington Public Library,
and the Keene Memorial Library.
• Two trustee training sessions will be offered in April with one
scheduled in Wahoo.
• The Omaha Children’s Museum created a Poetry Kit which can
be checked out from the ELS Office.
• $1500 was secured from the Nebraska Library Commission for
the Spring Colloquium in May. Plans are underway to secure
Terry Pettit to speak on leadership and team building.
• Stimulus money is available from the Nebraska Library Commission through Broadband Grants.
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Committee Reports:
A. Nominating – Robin Bernstein reported that Scott Berryman,
John Seyfarth, Joyce Neujahr, and Jan Therien agreed to continue on the board.
B. Fundraising – Marie Reidelbach reported on fundraising activities since the last board meeting. Kathy Tooker gave an
update of the proposed fundraising project for the upcoming
year. She has pulled together a subcommittee to work on the
project.
C. Technology – John Seyfarth shared the postponed Technology
Session will be held on March 12 in Papillion. He loaded
Windows 7 on all the ELS computers including Kathy’s laptop
so she could work from home. It was suggested Windows 7
might be a good topic for the future.
D. Continuing Education – Joyce Neujahr reported the committee
has not met, but will be meeting soon to discuss the Spring
Meeting. She along with Marty Magee will be putting on a
Customer Service Workshop in the near future.
E.
Advocacy
- Scott Berryman
attended Legislative Day and received rave reviews for his presentation from board members
who heard him speak. The Governor attended
the event which was a first. Lowen Kruse also
shared his support of Legislative Day. He
thought the volunteer awards presented over
lunch had a positive impact on the Senators attending.
Old Business: None.
New Business: Lowen Kruse moved to approve
the Audit for FY 2008-2009, Robin Bernstein
seconded, and the audit was approved.
Announcements: Dorothy Willis announced that the Omaha Public Library, Friends of the Library Book Sale will be held on March
5-6 at the Swanson Branch on 90th and Dodge. Lowen Kruse received funds from Lozier’s with the help of the Eastern Library
System to give each Nebraska High School and College/University
Library two copies of his book. One book will be given to the Library and the other copy to a designated faculty member. Robin
Bernstein received a promotion and a new title “Senior Director of
the Library”. She will have new responsibilities assigned to her but
will continue her role as the Bellevue University Library Director.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Marie Reidelbach, Secretary of
the Eastern Library System.
Next Meeting: April 9, 2010, at the Lyons Public Library
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Audience: Boards of Trustees and Library Directors
Workshop Goals:

•

Trustees will understand their roles and respon-

sibilities

•

roles and responsibilities

Trustee Training and Board

•
•
•

Development
Presented by:

worked

Trustees will become advocates for the library
Trustees will recognize and utilize their power as

Offered at two locations. Please note the cost differ-

Consulting Team
has

Trustees will conduct effective meetings

an administrative board

Jim Connor, Trustee College
Jim

Trustees will understand the library director’s

ence.

with

the

US

April 26, 2010

Chamber of Commerce and served

Wahoo Public Library

as

627 N Broadway, Wahoo, NE

a

Trustee

County

Public

for

the

Library

Jefferson
(CO).

He

Cost: $15.00
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Morning Session

received the ALA Trustee Award in

12:00—1:00 p.m. Lunch included

2005 for his activities and training

1:00—4:00 p.m. Afternoon Session

for library boards.

April 29, 2010
North Platte Community College
1101 Halligan Dr #102, North Platte, NE
Cost $5
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Morning Session
12:00—1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own
1:00—4:00 p.m. Afternoon Session

Mail registration to: Meridian Library System

Choose One

3423 2nd Avenue, Suite 6
Kearney, NE 68847 Or Phone: 1-800-657-2192
308-234-2087

Wahoo Location $15

Email: meridian@frontiernet.net

Registration:

North Platte Location $5

Name: ________________________________________
Library: ______________________________________

This program is sponsored by the Nebraska

City: __________________________________________

Library commission and funded in part with

Phone: ________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________

state funds allocated through the Nebraska
Legislature.

