The Newsletter of the Eastern Library System
and the Nebraska Library Commission’s web sites, many
are already reading it online. One big advantage to having it online is we are not limited by length. Most newsletters are 12 pages in length, but often we have more material that we can’t include due to expense. With a webbased copy, we can make it longer, include more pictures,
and interactive links. The newsletter’s past issues would
still continue to be archived at the Library Commission.

by Kathy Tooker
Eastern Express Newsletter Changes
When the Eastern Library System Board of Directors met
in March, the board spent several hours engaged in strategic planning. Just as we advocate for all libraries to plan,
it is essential for the system to do so also. The board
looked at the system’s mission and vision statements,
trends and issues, and finally priorities and sustainability.

Arriving at this decision was not an easy one for the Communications Committee. Most committee members agreed
that the Eastern Library System newsletter could be published solely on the web, and that many of our members
would read it on the web, so long as there was E-mail notification to all with a link to the newsletter on the web.
However, there is some concern that some people will still
like a printed copy mailed. Currently we do send out an
E-mail notice that the newsletter is online at our web site.
To receive the E-mail notice, you must be subscribed to
the ELS mailing list maintained by the NLC.

Two sub-committees were established: one to review our
mission statement and another to examine system communications.
What I want to inform you in this column about is what
the Communications Committee proposes.

To subscribe to the ELS mailing list go to
<www.nlc.state.ne.us/lists/index.htm>. Then either
scroll down to ELS-L and follow the directions or go to
“Subscribe or unsubscribe to any mailing list” at the top
of the page and again , just follow the directions given. A
person must supply their name and E-mail address. We at
the system office can also assist anyone with subscribing.
Just give either Nancy or I a call.

*Proposal to eliminate printing of Eastern Library
System Newsletter and publish it on the World Wide
Web instead.
This proposal is being considered by the Communications
Committee of the Eastern Library System Board.
The Eastern Library System’s budget has increased only
slightly in the last ten years, leaving little funding for programs and services. ELS could save a good deal of
money if there were only a few members that still needed
the newsletter printed and mailed. The savings would be
substantial as printing costs and postage rates are increasing substantially this year. ELS prints and mails
over 650 newsletters six times a year. There is also the
time required to fold, staple, and get it ready for bulk
mailing.

For people who do not have a computer or use E-mail,
ELS will print and mail the newsletter to them for one
year. Change is always difficult; I still prefer reading
print over a computer page so I continue to print many
things off to read them later — but I am adjusting. Other
organizations have made the switch from a print copy to
online only and found that most people do adjust quite
easily.

Since the newsletter is already online at both the ELS’s
1

With the savings from not providing a print copy of
Eastern Express to over 650 people, the system would
have more money to put into providing system programs, services, and grants.
ELS is asking its members if they would be willing to
read the newsletter on the ELS web page or if a print
copy is needed, to print it themselves. Pending approval
by the board and hearing from you that the move to a
web-based newsletter , this would be the last print copy
mailed to all system members.
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Please E-mail or call now us telling us how you
feel about this proposition.
We value your input.
Kathy Tooker, Administrator
Communications Committee
John Seyfarth
Robin Bernstein
Sam McMullen
Mary Jo Mack
*********************************************
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My Lucky Day by Keiko Kasza
The Old Willis Place: A Ghost Story by Mary
Downing Hahn
Perfect by Natasha Friend

All three winners are planning to attend the NLA/
NEMA Conference in October to receive their awards
*********************************************
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who would be the one checking out material number
60,000. The contest started in early April and offers
some very nice prizes. For more information about the
"60,000 Check-Out Challenge" or the Kripke Library,
contact Gary Katz at gkatz@jewishomaha.org.

Wahoo

A very special lunch was held on April 16th to celebrate National Library Week. The Wahoo Library
Friends hosted Nebraska'
s First Lady, Sally Ganem,
who was invited to Wahoo to read to local school children. She spoke to 165 students and daycare children
at the library. Approximately 60 attended the lunch
where Sally gave a delightful talk prior to enjoying
some wonderful food.

Book Club Success @ Arlington
by Carrie Turner, media specialist and ELS Board
Member
When someone says “Book
Club,” do you think of people
sitting around having intellectual conversations? That was
how I visualized book clubs. At
least until I began sponsoring
them at my Jr/Sr High school.

Denise Lawver, library director, Sally, Gov. Heineman's mother

McGoogan Library of Medicine
Mary Helms, associate director of the McGoogan library in resources and technology, received the UNMC
Spirit of Community Service Award. "I find service
work to be incredibly enjoyable. I wouldn'
t do it if I
weren'
t having fun," said Helms. The award was presented at the chancellor'
s annual faculty meeting. Congratulations, Mary. And, at that same meeting, Nancy
Woefl, director of the McGoogan Library, was recognized for 20 years of service. Congratulations, Nancy.
Library Improvement Grants Awarded
• Blair Public Library is receiving $1257 for wireless Internet access and to add one more Internet
access computer for public use.
• Hooper Public Library is awarded $15,888 for
their project "New Ways @your library." This
grant will allow the library to become automated.
• Omaha Public Library received two grants. One
for $34,761 will strengthen literacy in Omaha with
a bi-lingual book club project. The other one, "O!
What a Library," will focus on creating a web presence that offers: accessibility, interaction, engagement and customization. This grant is for $43,545.

As a K-12 Library Media specialist, I initially began
lunch book clubs to entice students in the Jr/Sr High, to
read more and different books than they would choose
for themselves. I always get a good mix of kids to join
us. This time, though, I got an incredible mix. Armed
with the Looking for Alaska (by John Green) book bag
from the Eastern Library System, I introduced the book
through book talks in each 9-12 English class. The immediate response was overwhelming. There are 30
books in the bag, and I ran out after the first two days
of book talks. Fortunately, many of the students read it
overnight and returned it the next day making it available to another student. I also purchased 11 additional
books to meet the demand. The two weeks the students were reading, it wasn’t uncommon to walk down
the hallway, and hear no less than four or five individual conversations between students, where Looking for
Alaska was the topic. As a result, nine teachers including the high school principal, asked to borrow the book
as well. Everyone wanted to know what the buzz was
about! There are 220 high school students in Arlington. Of those, 51 read the book, and 31 joined in my
organized discussions. I qualify that with “organized”
because they were all discussing it throughout the
school day. Our lunch ladies even asked what book the
students were talking about! (I loaned them a copy to
read as well.)
One student who has spent a great deal of time in the
principal’s office this year, told me it was the best
book he’d ever read, and wanted me to recommend
more like it.
What better testimony is there?

Kripke Jewish Federation Library
Gary Katz, director, reports some changes at his library. To encourage usage, the library is expanding its
weekly hours, especially during evenings and weekends. He also initiated a contest looking for the person

Nancy Chmiel, Benson Branch of the Omaha Public Library will be riding some kind of BULL at their Teen
Finale Party on July 31st, if the teens reach their summer
reading goal. Stay tuned to hear what kind of "Bull."
3

Anderson, Chris. The Long Tail. New York:
Hyperion, 2006.
Surowiecki, James. The Wisdom of Crowds.
New York: Doubleday, 2004.

A thought journey through books, regarding society, the profession, and our future . . .
by

Collins, Jim. Good to Great. New York: Harper
Collins, 2001.

Associate Professor Dominican University Graduate
School of Library and Information Science

Collins, Jim. Good to Great and the Social Sectors. Published by Jim Collins, 2005.

Dr. Kate Marek, former Southeast Library System Administrator, and speaker at the Spring
Colloquium 2007 sponsored by Eastern and
Southeast Library Systems, with funding from
the Nebraska Library Commission, spoke on the
importance of these core values for libraries:
•
•
•

Robbins, Louise. The Dismissal of Miss Ruth
Brown. Norman, OK: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2000.
Greenhouse, Linda. Becoming Justice Blackmum New York: Harper Collins, 2001.

Intellectual Freedom
Privacy
Stewardship of Public
Wealth

Taleb, Nassim Nicholas.
Fooled by Randomness: The
Hidden Role of Chance in
Life and the Markets. 2nd
edition. New York: Random
House Trade Paperbacks,
2005.

She gave a brief synopsis of
each book and then wove the
topic into her next book
selection. Books in the bibliography are in the order of
presentation. Kate did a superb job of relating why these
books related to libraries.
She also said each of these
authors possessed the
essential skill of quality
writing and were excellent
storytellers.

Taleb, Nassim Nicholas. The
Black Swan: The Impact of
the Highly Improbable. New
York: Random House, 2007.
Bollier, David. Silent Theft.
New York: Routlidge, 2003.
Kush, Christopher. The OneHour Activist. New York:
Jossey-Bass, 2004.

Booklist

Morville, Peter. Ambient Findability. Sebastopol, CA: O’Reilly Press, 2005.

Friedman, Thomas. The World Is Flat: A Brief
History of the Twenty-First Century. Updated
and Expanded Edition. New York: Farrar, Straus
and Giroux, 2006.

Jones, Edward P. The Known World. New
York: Amisted, 2003.

Pink, Daniel. A Whole New Mind: Moving
From the Information Age to the Conceptual
Age. New York: Riverhead, 2006.

********************
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So Funny, and So Dee

%

by Kathy Tooker

'

The article below was written by Dee Yost in 1995 while
she was administrator of the Republican Valley Library
System. It was classic Dee, funny and witty, but she also
wrote it because she was sad at losing two of “her” librarians in RVLS. As many of you, Dee died March 26, 2007,
at her home in Hastings, of pancreatic cancer.
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Dee will be missed in the library world. She was one of the
#
'"
most creative people I have ever met. She came up with
programs and ideas that the rest of us never would have
thought of such as the big magazine display the regional
/
library systems did at one NLA/NEMA conference. The
%
dollhouse to raise funds for the NLA
Scholarship Fund was another of
Dee’s ideas. We had so much fun
decorating and furnishing it. Dee,
who was a self-confessed Peter Rabbit addict, of course decorated the
nursery using a Peter Rabbit theme.
My personal favorite memory was
the time she talked me into buying an
Alfred E. Newman costume (she
bought one too) with the big ears,
etc. as the systems were bringing in
the editor of Mad Magazine for a
pre-conference. We laughed all the
while we were putting on the ears,
penciling in freckles, blacking out a
Hastings College Perkins Library front tooth, and messing up our hair.
Robert Frost & Dee
We then proceeded to the stage where
we introduced the speaker. As a former
colleague of ours said about the "Deeduction" article when
"
%
I emailed him of Dee’s death, so funny, and so Dee.
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Dee had many friends; I feel fortunate to have been one of
them. She was passionate about libraries and good customer service. She loved books and reading, especially
Jane Austen and Beatrix Potter. She enjoyed antiquing and
shopping, often buying gifts for friends and family. What a
privilege to have known her. She will be missed greatly.
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In Honor of Dee, Lupe and Karen Mier have
donated scholarship money for two trustees to
attend the ELS Annual Meeting. Please contact
the system office if interested. 402-330-7884 or
ktooker@alltel.net
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This is the third in a series of Eastern Library System
member interviews by Nancy. ELS serves public, school,
academic and special libraries. One representative of each
type will be featured in the articles.

•

Laurie Brasile, media coordinator for the Early
Childhood Training Center in Omaha

•

This is a "special library" supporting services designed for the professional development of early
care and education staff including child care providers. Laurie Brasile has been the media coordinator for this project for 18 years. Essentially, her
patrons are those who work with young children
and their families.

She edits a statewide early childhood and special education newsletter, "What'
s Up," that
can be found at:
www.esu3.org/ectc/whatsup/whatsup.html
And, Laurie designed and manages their web
site with over 300 pages of information. Take
a look at that:
www.esu3.org/ectc

Laurie received her BS degree from the University
of Wisconsin in Milwaukee and her Master'
s in
Education from Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia, where her husband, Frank, taught.
She came to Omaha in 1987
when her husband took a
teaching position at UNO. Her
master'
s degree in reading and
work experience in education
and special education landed
her this job where she started
with a small collection of material which has grown to over
10,000 items. The need to organize and promote the everincreasing collection was right
down her alley.

The Center loans materials and
coordinates training, both on site
and on location, using a cadre of
trainers who have either been
trained or already have expertise
in the training area. The collection in the media center is used as
a resource for the trainers, and
for others in the state who work
with young children - parents,
child-care providers, pre-school
teachers, college professors, and
others. They may use the material
as they would any other library.
Licensed child care providers must earn 12 continuing education hours annually so it is not surprising that 60% of their borrowers are from the
that community. Some of the more popular topics
are child guidance and activities. The Training
Center also has materials that support the Nebraska Early Learning Guidelines. They are collaborating with the Arbor Day Foundation on developing "nature training" experiences for very
young children. Books, journals, newsletters,
audiovisuals, programs on DVD, and assessment
tools are all part of the ECTC media collection,
and is on the Web.

Laurie has two children, a son
who is a jazz musician and has
recently released his first CD
(www.frankbasilemusic.com). Her daughter is a
doctoral candidate at the University of Iowa in
women'
s studies. She works as a "Doula" - someone who assists women during pregnancy and delivery. Laurie also has one grandson, Gabriel.
Laurie'
s favorite author is Maeve Binchy; she also
owns her own business as an independent XanGo
distributor. For those of you, like me, who do not
know what this is - it is a functional nutritional
beverage that Laurie says tastes really good.
Laurie is also a handbell director for her church.
This is my favorite connection with Laurie as I
also direct a handbell choir at my church. I have
sought her advise on several occasions and have
found Laurie to be a very helpful and understanding person, a trait that has served her well in
librarianship.

Laurie has a full-time assistant who assists patrons
who come in, fills orders and fields phone calls.
Laurie oversees the activities of the media center
and meets with the training coordinators in the selection and ordering of materials. But, she has
some other duties as well.
7

POSTERS PROMOTE FREE
TALKING BOOKS

EXCALIBUR
AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING
PUBLIC LIBRARIAN

“Helen lost her eyesight. Not her love of reading.”
This spring each Nebraska public library will receive
new posters featuring Helen, a blind senior citizen who
continues to read through talking books. One poster is
for the library’s use. The other is for librarians to take
at their discretion to a locale in their community where
seniors like to congregate, such as a café.

The Public Library Section of the Nebraska Library
Association accepts nominations for the Excalibur
Award for Outstanding Public Librarian. This award
honors the career accomplishments of a public librarian who has demonstrated an outstanding record of
service to his/her local library and to the library profession. The following categories suggest areas in which
the nominee may have rendered significant service.
Preference will be given to those nominees who have
achieved excellence in more than one of these areas:

•

Development of outstanding service in field(s)
of expertise, e.g. reference, children'
s, technical, administrative.

•

Involvement in statewide library service.

•

Record of library leadership in local community, regional area or in the Nebraska Library
Association.

•

Encouragement of community/institutional
support for the library.

The Nebraska Library Commission’s Talking Book
and Braille Service now offers 59,000 book titles and
120 magazines for individuals who cannot use regular
print because of visual or physical impairment. This
free service includes a cassette player and delivery and
return of materials postage-free through the U.S. Postal
Service.
Contact Talking Book and Braille Service with your
ideas concerning how we can help you reach out to
individuals in your community who can no longer use
regular print. 800-742-7691 or
talkingbook@nlc.state.ne.us.
“I can’t image what my life would be like without talking books,” states Joyce, one of our Nebraska readers.

Nominations Sought for
Mad Hatter Award

The nominee must be a member of the Public Library
Section of the Nebraska Library Association. Send a
statement of nomination with a description of the
nominee'
s contributions to any Excalibur Nomination
Committee member.

The Mad Hatter Youth Service
Award, presented by the School,
Children'
s and Young People'
s
Section (SCYP) of the Nebraska
Library Association, recognizes
an individual in the Nebraska library profession who
has made an outstanding contribution to librarianship
and library development for young people.

Supporting letters of nomination and other materials
may also be submitted with nomination. Deadline for
nominations is August 1.

Nominees must be members of SCYP. Nominations
may be made by librarians, administrators, principals,
or members of the Nebraska Library Association. The
nomination form is available on the Mad Hatter website:
www.nebraskalibraries.org/SYCP/MadHatter.html.

Send person nominated with library address and phone
number plus your name, address and phone number to:
2007 Excalibur Award Committee Chair:
Diane Downer
ddowner@geringlibrary.org
(308) 436-7433
Gering Public Library
1055 P Street
Gering, NE 69341

The nomination form and supporting materials must be
returned to Kathy Schultz, Hastings Public Library,
517 West 4th Street. Hastings, NE 68901.
Deadline - August 1, 2007.
8

A wide array of programming is planned for the two
days of conference sessions. Thursday'
s opening
speaker will be Harley Jane Kozak, an author/actress
whose screen credits include Arachnophobia, The
Favor, and Parenthood. Her books include Dating
Dead Men and Dating is Murder.

Nebraska Libraries: Charting Paths to the
Future: NLA/Nema Fall
Conference
Outstanding pre-conference workshops as well as
two days of stimulating conference sessions will
highlight the annual conference of the Nebraska Library Association/Nebraska Educational Media
Association. The NLA/NEMA Conference will be
held October 24-26 at the Holiday Inn and Convention Center in Kearney.

Friday'
s keynote speaker will be Joel Sartore, a National Geographic photographer who was recently
featured on the PBS documentary At Close Range.
He is also the author of Nebraska: Under a Big Red
Sky.
Mark your calendar now to participate in this exciting, energizing conference. For more information
check the conference website at www.2007nlanema.info.

Internationally respected children'
s book author and
literacy consultant Mem Fox will present, "Dirt
Roads or Highways? Two Different Directions to
Literacy." The pre-conference workshop will explore the critical role reading aloud to children plays
in their social, psychological, educational and even
physical development. Fox will also present,
"Reading Aloud So People Stay Awake, Stay Active
and Stay with You." The session will involve participants in developing read-aloud skills.

***************************************

Nominations Wanted

The Paraprofessional section of the Nebraska Library
Association accepts nominations for the Paraprofessional of the Year Award each year. This award is
given annually to an individual who is a member of
this section and who has demonstrated outstanding
service in a library setting.

Also available as a pre-conference workshop will be
"Image is Everything: Making Partners and Money
for Your Library." Presented by Alexis Sarkisian of
the LAMA Institute, the workshop will focus on providing librarians with the knowledge, tools and skills
they need to make and use partnerships in their marketing, fundraising and development efforts.

The recipient will be selected on the basis of all of
the following criteria:
1. Innovative programs that the nominee has
worked with which have resulted in new or improved library services.
2. Exceptional volunteer work in library service of
related filed.
3. Exceptional use of library resources, local or
otherwise.
4. Significant involvement of leadership in NLA
Paraprofessional Section.

John Seyfarth, Sump Memorial Library, will present
"Computer Hardware Confidence," a workshop providing a hand-on opportunity to build a computer
from parts and install an operating system. This session will also help participants become familiar with
typical troubleshooting and remove-and -replace
tasks.

Nominations are due by July 31, 2007. Go to:
www.nebraskalibraries.org/PARA/
paranomform.html for a nomination form.

Pre-conference activities will conclude with the program "Great New Books for Reading Aloud," presented by Nebraska librarians Pat Leach, Sally Snyder, and Becky Pasco.
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Pre-conference registration is available on the conference website at www.2007nla-nema.info or you
may register online for the Mem Fox sessions at
Read Aloud Nebraska, www.readaloudnebraska.org/
events.htm.
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personal letter to an author explaining how his or her
work changed their view of the world or themselves.
Cash prizes and gift cards were awarded.

2007 Trejo Foster Foundation Institute

Librarians, information specialists, health educators and
health professionals serving Hispanics and Latinos are
invited to register for the 2007 Trejo Foster Foundation
Institute to be held July 12 - 14 on the campus of the
University of Arizona. The bi-annual Institute brings together leaders, practitioners and students in the library
and information fields to discuss and advocate for issues,
policies and practices that affect Hispanic Latino communities and individuals.

**********************************************

FREE!!

This year, two of America'
s
favorite pastimes - baseball
and libraries - team up for literacy. Kids and young adults
between the ages 9-18 years
of age are invited to go to
their library, pick out a baseball book and describe how
their favorite character inspired them. Entries can be submitted from now until
September 1. One grand prize winner will receive a trip
to the baseball Hall of Fame in October. The promotion
called, "Step Up to the Plate @ your library® sponsored
by the American Library Association has free promotional tools available. Go to: www.ala.org/baseball for
more information.

Registration for the two-day Institute is $75.00, which
includes all conference activities plus meals. Students are
eligible for a reduced rate of $40.00. A limited number of
conference scholarships are available.
For more information and to register for the Institute,
visit the Institute Web page at http://sir.arizona.edu/trejo.
The registration deadline is June 30, 2007.
"So You Have a Medical Question?" is the name of a new CD directed at librarians sharing medical
information with the public. Great
for use with your staff, and even your
patrons. There is no need for high
speed access to the Internet to use this
CD. There are tutorials available too. And, it is FREE.
Contact Marty Magee (mmagee@unmc.edu) at
McGoogan Library of Medicine for your copy. Marty
also reminds you that if you haven'
t started or renewed
your free membership with the National Network/
Libraries of Medicine, do so today at:
http://nnlm.gov/mcr/services/network.

Nebraska Library Commission Grant

Libraries interested in purchasing the 2007 SOLINET/
NEBASE Shared Collection can apply for a grant of
$275 to be applied towards their total cost. The grants
are available to academic, public and K-12 libraries. To
apply fill out the online application form at:
www.nlc.state.ne.us/netserv/2007netlibrarygrant.html
Deadline is May 31, 2007.
"Rural Libraries Tap Into Net"
An Omaha World Herald newspaper article in March
dealt with the availability of technology that has leveled
the playing field for rural libraries. The Lyons Public
Library was used as an example of how computers in the
library make a difference in the community. Availability of Internet access and computer classes have brought
new importance to the small-town library.

Young Nebraskan Win State Writing Contest

Governor Dave Heineman honored Nebraska student
writers by presenting them with award certificates while
signing the proclamation for National Library Week.
The winners were:
• Kassy Pepper, of Bellevue, for a letter to Margaret
Peterson Haddix
• Tayler Hough, of Omaha, for a letter to Ann Martin
• Carrie Chen, of Lincoln, for a letter to Louisa May
Alcott.
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Approximately 56,000 young readers across the country
participated in this year'
s Letters about Literature competition, a reading promotion program. Students wrote a
10
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Professional Collection Additions
Recruitment and Orientation of Library Trustees, with
Robert Grover. This DVD recording was done by the
Institute of Continuing Education, Emporia State University'
s School of Library and Information Science.
The program cover four parts:
1. What are Public Libraries
2. What is a Trustee
3. Recruiting Trustees
4. Trustee Orientation

status, sense of fulfillment and good quality of life, and
have good job market prospects for the foreseeable future. Here is what Nemko writes:
Librarian. Forget about the image of librarian
as mousy bookworm. Today'
s librarian is a high-tech
information sleuth, a master of mining cool databases
(well beyond Google) to unearth the desired nuggets.
Plus you'
ll probably have regular hours and good job
security. See the American Library Association'
s Web
site or The Librarian'
s Career Guidebook, by Priscilla
Shontz, and Straight from the Stacks: A First-Hand
Guide to Careers in Library and Information Science,
Laura Townsend Kane.

Your Public Library. This DVD recording was produced with funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation . Testimonies by patrons and staff praise a
variety of library services in several public libraries and
focuses on contributions of public libraries promoting
equal access to information, technology, and other library services.

Library User Surveys on the Web. Online. Available
at www.lrs.org/usersurveys.asp. Do you need a user
sample survey for your library? Check this site out! It
has sites listed to provide sample surveys for all kinds
of libraries: public, academic, special and general customer satisfaction surveys. [Seen in Straight-Talk from
the Northeast Library System]

Public library boards viewing these video recordings
and then discussing them, can earn continuing education credit for certification. Let the system office know
if you would like to borrow either of them. We can also
lend you a DVD player if needed.

Books for Soldiers has a web site
(booksforsoldiers.com) where you can volunteer to
send books, DVDs, games, and relief supplies to any
deployed American soldier, sailor, marine , or coast
guardsman who has an APO or FPO address. The site
complies with Department of Defense guidelines that
require enlisted personnel to request a package. Once
you are approved a s Books for Soldiers volunteer, you
can choose a branch of the service and select from a
long list of requests. You will also have access to the
Pen Pal area and Post Card Jamboree.

Worth Checking Out -

Audiobooks Statistics
Here is information released from Bowker on the first
comprehensive statistical report on U.S. audiobook
publishing.
· 8,790 new spoken word audio titles were published
in 2006, down from the a five-year average of
10,900.
· Since the introduction of spoken word audio format,
a total of 202,111 titles have been released; 40%
(79,038) have been published since 2000.
· There are 3,000 audiobook publishers in the U.S.
· Adult fiction is the number one category (53%)
with mystery and suspense being the most popular.
· Juvenile literature is the second most popular category (14%) and religious and inspirational is third
(12%).
· Downloadable digital is the fastest growing format,
but CDs are still king.
[Excerpts from in Library Administrator’s Digest, New
Release, Bowker, March 6, 2007]

The Good Life
The Nebraska Humanities council announces “The
good Life: Rural-Urban-Suburban.” The population
shift from rural to urban to suburban is part of NHC’s
three-pronged exploration of demographic changes impacting Nebraska. Programming resources available to
nonprofit organization to help them examine the past,
assess the present, and explore the future of rural, urban, and suburban Nebraska include grants, Speakers
Bureau programs and videos. For more information got
to www.nebraskahumanities.org and click on
“Programs” or contact Program Office Mary Yager at
402-474-2131,ext.103 - mary@nebraskahumanities.org
for a copy of the NHC brochure “The Good Life: RuralUrban-Suburban.”

Librarian is High-Tech Information Sleuth
Marty Nemko is his April 6, 2007, column in Kiplinger.com on 7 Great Careers for 2007, selects
“Librarian” as one of the careers for college-educated
people that provide an ideal combination of money,
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Scripts, applets, & plug-ins. Provide alternative
content in case active features are inaccessible or
unsupported.
8. Frames. Use the noframes element and meaningful titles.
9. Tables. Make line-by-line reading sensible. Summarize.
10. Check your work. Validate. Use tools, checklist,
and guidelines at http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG.
WAI, Quick Tips to Make Accessible Web Sites
http://www.w3.org/WAI/quicktips/
7.

Developing Accessible Web Pages:
WAI and Section 508 Compliance Tips
by Karen Hein, University of Nebraska at Omaha,
Criss Library & John Seyfarth, Sump Memorial
Library - Papillion
Library Web sites continue to serve important roles in
meeting the needs of patrons. They provide information
about the library'
s collections and resources, the services
available, and are often the first introduction end users have
to the organization. Given the various needs a Web site
can fulfill, it is important to design it for as wide an audience as possible, including those with disabilities. In techie
terms, this is designing for accessibility.

The Federal Government has codified accessibility standards into law -- Federal Law 29 U.S.C. 794d, Section 508.
As with most federal laws, the language is very complicated. Fortunately, a web page, quoted below from Fresno
State University clears up the requirements, “Section 508
Explanation
(a) A text equivalent for every non-text element shall be
provided (e.g., via "alt", "longdesc", or in element content).
Assistive technology cannot describe pictures, but can convey text information associated with a picture. When an
image tells you to do something, such as move to the next
page, or explains page content, associated text must describe the purpose and meaning of the image. This allows
someone who cannot see the screen to understand the content and navigate the page. Not all images must have associated text. According to the standards, "The types of nontext elements requiring identification is limited to those
images that provide information required for comprehension of content or to facilitate navigation."

As you may or may not be aware, a significant issue for
persons who are blind or visually impaired is their access to
the Internet and Web pages themselves. Adaptive technologies, such as screen reading or text-enlargement software, are now being configured to better assist in viewing /
reading Web pages. Many of our population in Nebraska
now have access to software such as JAWS®, produced by
Freedom Scientific (http://www.freedomscientific.com/).
This software package reads the text on the Web page and
transforms it into sound that the person with visual impairment can hear. Unfortunately, this technology may not
work as effectively as it could, given the design of the site,
and the result is poor service and frustration.
To help alleviate these problems, there are several organizations that provide guidelines, suggestions, tips, and tools
to help those creating Web pages. Of these, the most well
known are the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) and
the Federal Government. The W3C has organized a group
called the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) to lead accessibility design efforts. The WAI offers a quick reference
guide at http://www.w3.org/WAI/quicktips/.

When audio or video presentations are included, alternative
text must also be provided. For audio clips this can be accomplished by providing a link to a transcript of the audio. For video, captioning must accompany the video clip.
Note: The "longdesc" markup tag which allows for lengthier alternative descriptions may not be available on most
browsers.
(b) Equivalent alternatives for any multimedia presentation shall be synchronized with the presentation.
This means, for example, that captioning for a video presentation must be real-time, synchronized with the presentation, not a transcript provided later. In the case of Webcasts, audio or video, real-time captioning would be necessary.

The ten basic tips they present are:
1. Images & animations: Use the alt attribute to
describe the function of each visual.
2. Image maps. Use the client-side map and text for
hotspots.
3. Multimedia. Provide captioning and transcripts of
audio, and descriptions of video.
4. Hypertext links. Use text that makes sense when
read out of context. For example, avoid "click
here."
5. Page organization. Use headings, lists, and consistent structure. Use CSS [cascading stylesheets]
for layout and style where possible.
6. Graphs & charts. Summarize or use the longdesc
attribute.

(c) Web pages shall be designed so that all information
conveyed with color is also available without color, for
example from context or markup.
This doesn'
t prevent the use of color, just color as the sole
source of information. For example "Push the green button
to start".
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(l) When pages utilize scripting languages to display content, or to create interface elements, the information provided by the script shall be identified with functional text
that can be read by assistive technology.
Scripts allow more work to be done by the user'
s computer,
speeding up processing time and reducing the number of
screen refreshes necessary. As described in the standards,
"when authors do not put functional text within a script, a
screen reader will often read the content of the script itself in a
meaningless jumble of numbers and letters." If functional text
cannot be provided, the information must be provided in another way, such as redundant text links.

(d) Documents shall be organized so they are readable
without requiring an associated style sheet.
Style sheets can be a wonderful boost to accessibility and use
of them is not prohibited. However, pages created using style
sheets must be read accurately by browsers which do not support style sheets.
(e) Redundant text links shall be provided for each active
region of a server-side image map.
A "client-side" image map associates the destination URL with
the image, which can be read by a screen reader. A "serverside" image map will only show the coordinates of the image. Thus, the destination must be provided some other way.

(m) When a Web page requires that an applet, plug-in or
other application be present on the client system to interpret page content, the page must provide a link to a plug-in
or applet that complies with §1194.21(a) through (l).
When a Web page requires a plug-in or applet, such as RealAudio or PDF, they must provide a link to the plug-in/applet
that meets the requirements. This requires Web page designers to make sure any plug-in/applet is accessible before requiring it to access the content on their page.
(n) When electronic forms are designed to be completed
on-line, the form shall allow people using assistive technology to access the information, field elements, and functionality required for completion and submission of the form,
including all directions and cues.
Forms on-line are wonderful, but the ability of a screen reader
to read the form depends on how the form was designed. This
rule requires designers to make sure their forms are accessible. If inaccessible scripts are used for a form, another method
of completing the form must be provided.

(f) Client-side image maps shall be provided instead of
server-side image maps except where the regions cannot be
defined with an available geometric shape.
Because of the difficulties listed in (e), client-side maps should
be used wherever possible. In addition, it is important that alt
text be used to describe the link.
(g) Row and column headers shall be identified for data
tables.
(h) Markup shall be used to associate data cells and header
cells for data tables that have two or more logical levels of
row or column headers.
These paragraphs do not prohibit the use of tables, but require
that tables be coded correctly. In particular, the table summary attribute should be used to describe the table contents. If
the table data is complex it may require the inclusion of an
alternative form of the presentation. As noted in the standards,
"the Board will be developing technical assistance materials
on how tables can comply with this section."

(o) A method shall be provided that permits users to skip
repetitive navigation links.
If the top of every page starts with a list of the same links, it
gets tedious to hear it over and over.

(i) Frames shall be titled with text that facilitates frame
identification and navigation.
Frames can help accessibility when used correctly and if the
labels are clear. For example, don'
t label a frame "Left side"
or "Center frame". Title them "Navigation bar" or "main content".

(p) When a timed response is required, the user shall be
alerted and given sufficient time to indicate more time is
required.
Some pages require a response within a certain time, or log the
user off if nothing is typed for a specified time. Some disabilities make it difficult to respond quickly. Therefore, users need
to be notified that they are going to be logged off and given
enough time to respond that more time is needed.”
[California State University, Fresno; Web Access @ Fresno
State
http://www.csufresno.edu/webaccess/508/508explained.htm]

(j) Pages shall be designed to avoid causing the screen to
flicker with a frequency greater than 2 Hz and lower than
55 Hz.
Screen flicker refers to the use of blinking or flashing elements
on a page. Until browsers provide users the ability to control
flickering, the use of blinking or flashing elements should be
avoided.
(k) A text-only page, with equivalent information or functionality, shall be provided to make a Web site comply with
the provisions of this part, when compliance cannot be accomplished in any other way. The content of the text-only
page shall be updated whenever the primary page changes.
If all other attempts to make a page accessible fail, an alternate
page can be offered. It must contain the same information and
be updated at the same time as the main page.

For those designing Web pages, it is important to consult the
sources described above so that your pages are truly available
to the widest possible audience. Web site designers may also
want to use tools such as WebXACT from WatchFire -- available at http://webxact.watchfire.com/. The tool, formerly
known as Bobby, allows coders to check their Web sites by
inputting a URL.
13

The page is checked for Quality (broken links, browser
compatibility, etc.), Accessibility (compliance with W3C
Web Content Accessibility Guidelines), and Privacy
(encryption and cookies).

& . /

/

In addition to Web pages, a question that comes up frequently is "What about Portable Document Format (PDF)
files (those with .pdf extensions)?" Freedom Scientific
says that their JAWS® software, version 6.0 and newer,
which has been out for well over a year, reads these files
through Adobe Reader® versions 6, 7, and 8 without a
problem. If there are graphics in the .pdf file, they should
be captioned, as explained in the Section 508 Guidelines
above.

01

. & 2/
1 0&

/ 3 *
'
'
&
'2 1 & 2

&
1

*1 0 &

( 4 52 # &
1 2 '6 &

+

? , N B . ? F N & ( 9 ( ) ) * J 7 ) ) ? ' 8 ) ) 3'
" > B , : G ? , 2 > ' ' N " , 2 > &&G @ G J & I G
&> " @ &G ? B " " @ 2 G " , G B
9)1 G
! H
?
"
"G

1& 2
3&

83 & 1
9::; ,

Those creating PDF files may also want to consider using
the Paper Capture feature of Adobe Acrobat. This performs Optical Character Recognition (OCR) on the document. OCR embeds the plain text of the document into the
file which can then be read by the adaptive technology. In
addition, search engines and users can then search the file
to locate information by keyword.
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While Section 508 applies to federal agencies, and others
that receive federal funds for support of their activities,
and the guidelines produced by the Web Accessibility Initiative are only guidelines, the effort to design for accessibility is worthwhile for anyone authoring a Web page.
There is always a percentage of the population that is blind
or visually impaired who use the Internet. Furthermore,
the requirements outlined in the Web page explanation are
logical and are not difficult. Librarians who are involved
in Web page authoring should take the time to comply
with the requirements.
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ALSO: 2007-2008 Golden Sower Previews by Karen
Drevo & Marci Retzlaff; Book Display & Discount
Sales by Norfolk Public Library Foundation of titles
by Orloff, Noble, & Riordan; Sales of Golden Sower
Items; Autograph Session/Book Signing with Karen
Kaufman Orloff, Trinka Hakes Noble & Rick Riordan;
Door Prizes; 5 Continuing Education Hours (for all
day attendance) from the Nebraska Library Commission for School & Public Librarians; 5 Professional
Growth Points (for all day attendance) for Teachers/
Staff employed by Norfolk Public Schools

**********************************************

Wanted: Libraries to hold
ELS Board Meetings
The system board would love to
come to your library. If you are willing to host a meeting all you need is a place for about
15 people and some refreshments (optional but welcome.) The dates open are:
• August 10
• October 12
• December 14 (subject to change)
• February 8
• April 11
The meetings begin at 9:30 am and usually last under
two hours. We enjoy taking a tour of the library/
media center. Those who can then stay for lunch.
Call the system office if you would like us to come.

TICKETS: Youth (18 & under): $5.00/advance &
$7.50/door
Adults: $20.00/advance & $25.00/
door
!Free admission for current SCYP members!
Advance tickets are available at Norfolk Public Library OR by mail order. To order tickets by mail,
send a stamped, self-addressed envelope with full
payment (make checks payable to “Norfolk Library
Foundation--Literature Festival”) to:
Literature Festival
Norfolk Public Library
308 Prospect Avenue
Norfolk, NE 68701
For more information, contact Karen Drevo at NPL by
phone (402/844-2108) or e-mail
kdrevo@ci.norfolk.ne.us
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Eastern Library System Board Meeting
March 9, 2007
Waterloo Public Library

Nominating Committee: Becky Pasco and Dorothy Willis'terms have expired and neither member is eligible for reelection. John Seyfarth and
Jan Therien are both serving unexpired terms and
both have agreed to run for election. Joyce Keber has agreed to run for election. Other prospective board members will be sought to run for
the other vacant spots.
There were no technology or fundraising committee reports.

Present: Carrie Turner, Becky Sims, Tammy Lorenz, Nina Little, John Seyfarth,
Lupe Mier, Dorothy Willis, Nancy Meyer, Jan
Therien, Denise Lawver, Kathy Tooker and Mary
Jo Mack. Guest was Nancy Busch.
President Denise Lawver called the meeting to
order. Introductions were made.

There was no old business.
New Business:
• Board member resignation: Kathy read a letter from Kenny Oyer stating that he was resigning from the Board effective at the conclusion of the March meeting. Kathy will
send Kenny a thank you.
• Board member appointment: Marie Riedlebach from UNMC is willing to serve the unexpired term. A motion was made, seconded
and carried to appoint Marie to the Board.
• New printer for Kathy: Kathy'
s old printer
quit. A new laser printer was purchased with
funds from the Nebraska Library Commission. The broken printer will be discarded.
• Change months for board meetings: Kathy
proposed that the Board consider changing
the months that the Eastern Library System
Board meets. She suggested they meet in
February, April, June, August, October and
December. Following discussion, a motion
was made that following the current fiscal
year, the above mentioned months be the official meeting months and the group will be
on the second Friday on each of these
months. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously.

The minutes from the January 19, 2007 meeting
were reviewed and will be filed as written.
The treasurer'
s reports for January and February
2007 were reviewed. No corrections were noted
and the reports will be filed for audit.
Correspondence: Richard Miller sent a card
acknowledging sympathy wishes following the
death of his wife. He thanked Kathy for attending the memorial service. Alex Kava sent thanks
for making her "One Book One Nebraska" tour a
success. Kathy also read an email from Francine
Canfield about continuing education.
Administrator's report: See written report.
Kathy mentioned highlights of her activities.
Committee Reports:
Continuing Education: Dorothy reported that
following review, the Continuing Education
Committee made the recommendation that Blair
and Ralston each be awarded a $500.00 grant for
adult services. Blair requested funds for book
discussion books. Ralston would use funds to
purchase English Language materials. A motion
was made, seconded and carried to accept the
committee'
s recommendations. A motion was
made to accept the Committee'
s recommendations of awarding $500.00 to both the Springfield
and Beemer Libraries for their children service
projects. Springfield will purchase easy reader
nonfiction books and Beemer will get easy readers. A motion was made, seconded and carried
to again accept the committee'
s recommendation.

Next meeting
May 19, 2007
Wahoo Public Library
The meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Jo Mack, secretary
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