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 A few months ago, Karla Shafer, Director 
of the Hooper Public Library, received a 
call from Dale Lipschultz, Literacy Officer, 
ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Ser-
vices (OLOS.) Karla Shafer also heard 
from Ms. Lipschultz two years ago when 
she applied to the American Library Asso-
ciation for a grant and received a call she 
had won her library $5,000 for the Ameri-
can Dream Starts @ your library project 
offered with funds from The Dollar General 
Foundation.  

This phone call, however, was a complete 
surprise to the Hooper Library Director. 
This time she had not ap-
plied for a grant with the 
American Library Associa-
tion, so she couldn’t imagine 
why Ms. Lipschultz was 
calling. She soon found the 
reason for the call.  

Dale Lipschultz told Ms. 
Shafer the Literacy Office of 
the ALA in Chicago, IL now 
considers Karla their poster 
child. At Ms. Shafer’s sur-
prise and questions, Ms. 
Lipschultz explained. A few 
months ago, Ms. Lipschultz 
was trying to persuade offi-
cials of the Dollar General Foundation to 
fund a second round of funds for an en-
hancement and continuance of the original 
“American Dream Starts @ your library” 
project. In the recent phone conversation, 
Ms. Lipschultz told Karla negotiations at 
that meeting were tenuous until Ms. 
Lipschultz showed the Dollar General 
foundation representatives the Power Point 
final report submitted by Ms. Shafer at the 
end of the 2008 regarding the first grant’s 
use at the Hooper Public Library. Ms. 

Lipschultz said when the lights came up at 
the end of the Power Point, one of the Dol-
lar General Foundation representatives 
turned to Ms. Lipschultz and said, “How 
much money do you want?” They subse-
quently decided to give $750,000.00 to 21 
states in the second literacy project.  

Ms. Lipschultz went on to say she is totally 
convinced it was due to Karla Shafer’s 
presentation of the first project even though 
Hooper’s library was the smallest library to 
be awarded the 2008 grant. She said be-
cause of what Karla Shafer did for the na-
tion, she is being awarded $5,000.00 auto-
matically along with only four other first 
round libraries of Georgia, Colorado and 
Arizona to again better equip those in her 
community who need to learn to speak 

English and adapt to a new cul-
ture.  

Ms. Lipschultz went on to add 
the American Library Associa-
tion Literacy Office believes 
“Karla is the best spokesperson 
… a natural,” and wants Ms. 
Shafer to represent the 
“American Dream Starts @ 
your library” at the ALA Na-
tional Conference the last of 
June in Washington, D.C., ex-
penses paid. She will speak one 
day, be a part of a panel of 
American Dream representa-

tives another day, and be introduced to staff 
when they take her as an honored guest to 
the D.C. Literacy Office a third day.  

Ms. Shafer has humbly accepted and will 
be glad to share her passion for books, 
reading and literacy.  

As an author, Karla is currently publishing 
her next book, Library Lady , a moving 
and at times humorous telling of her experi-
ences in twelve years of library work.  
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from left to right, Assistant Librarian Julie Jorge nsen, Executive Director of the Eastern 
Library System Kathy Tooker, Trustees Lindsay Ptacek and Tom Harrie, Presenter Jim 
Connor, Director Linda Oyster, and trustees Donna Robinson, Library Board President 
Linda Clark and Karen Bryant. �
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*May 19 - Cataloging with RDA:  An Overview 
 
May 20 - AWE Early Literacy Station Demo, 
Waterloo Public Library, 2 pm. 
 
May 21 - Nebraska Library Commissioners 
Meeting, Lincoln 
 
*May 26 - Tech Talk with Michael Sauers 
 
June 4 - ELS Annual Meeting, Anderson Con-
ference Center, Midland Lutheran College, Fre-
mont 
 
June 14-15 - 2010 Heartland School Library 
Conference at UNO 
 
June 18 - DIRECT Meeting, Wisner Public Li-
brary, 9:30 am. 
 
August 13 - ELS Board Meeting (TBA) 
 
August 27 - CLICK Meeting, Blair Public Li-
brary, 9:30 am. 
 
September 16-17 - Youth Services Retreat, 
Camp Carol Joy Holling, Ashland 
 
October 13-15 - NLA/NEMA Fall Conference, 
Grand Island 
 
*NCompass Live Events - to register go to: 
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/ncompass/ncompassli
ve.asp 

 

Take Note  
 

The 2010 Nebraska Book Awards program, sponsored 
by the Nebraska Center for the Book (NCB), will rec-
ognize and honor books that are written by Nebraska 
authors, published by Nebraska publishers, set in Ne-
braska, or relate to Nebraska.  

The entry fee is $40 per book and per category entered. 
Deadline for entries is June 30, 2010. Entry forms are 
available from the Nebraska Library Commission web-
site, www.nlc.state.ne.us/publications/ BookAward-
sEntry2010.pdf.�
 
The Houchen Bindery Beginning Profes-
sional and Mentor of the Year Award 
nominations are now open.  The nomina-
tion form can be found on the New Mem-
ber Round Table (NLA) webpage: 
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/NMRT/awards.php 
 
NORFOLK PUBLIC LIBRARY’S  
16TH ANNUAL LITERATURE FESTIVAL  
SATURDAY, JULY 31, 2010 / 9:00 A. M. - 4:00 P. M.  
NORTHEAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE / LIFELONG 
LEARNING CENTER 801 East Benjamin Avenue, 
Norfolk, NE  
 
 Spring Colloquium 2010, featuring Terry Pettit, 
was enjoyed by the 30-plus people attending.  Terry, 
former UNL women’s volleyball coach, lead an in-
teractive presentation on leadership.  His book,  
Talent and the Secret Life of Teams, was available 
for purchase. 
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System News 
 
Tom Boyle, director of the Midland 
Lutheran College Library, will be re-
tiring at the end of this academic year 
after 35 years.  Many things have 
changed over his tenure.  “Students 
expectations are quite a bit different 
than in the past.  They move at a 
faster pace.”   
�
Award Winner 
Marilyn Kirkwood (Frankie) is the director of the Valley 
Public Library.  She recently received the Shirley Waskel 
Award for the Advancement of Women.  This award is 
given by the UNO’s Lifelong Learning Initiative.  Frankie 
was honored at the “Celebrate:  Women of Wisdom and 
Lifelong Learning” award luncheon on April 15th.   
 
Frankie was recognized for her work and dedication in 
volunteerism throughout the community.  After 30 years 
of being a homemaker, she was 
hired at Immanuel Hospital as  
assistant coordinator of volunteer 
services.  At 71 she fulfilled her 
lifelong dream of becoming a  
librarian and began taking college 
classes, proof that learning contin-
ues at any age.  With the position 
of head librarian she has made the 
Valley Library a gathering place, 
welcoming patrons from all walks 
of life. 
 
The Mayor of Valley, Mary 
Caffrey, proclaimed April 15, 
2010, “Frankie Kirkwood Day” and encouraged all resi-
dents to celebrate the contributions to the community 
made by the Kirkwood family and follow Frankie’s ex-
ample as a lifelong learner and inspiration for generations 
to come. 

 
Another Award Winner 
Alice Boeckman, children’s  
services librarian at the Bellevue 
Public Library, was honored at the 
Metropolitan Reading Council’s 
Educators’ Leadership Night, held 
on April 22nd.  She received the 
Friend of Reading Award, having 
been nominated by Lisa Bethel-
Didamo who is the reading spe-
cialist at Wake Robin Elementary 

in Bellevue.  The purpose of the Friends of Reading 
Award is to recognize an individual or group who ad-
vances reading and promotes literacy in our schools and 
community.  Candidates who have shown exemplary ac-
complishments in any of the following areas may be sub-
mitted for consideration for this award. 
· Organizing local literacy programs. 
· Promoting support from the public, relative to en-

hancing literacy. 
· Providing young people the opportunities to help in 

literacy activities. 
· Conducting informational educational activities of 

social, cultural, economic or political nature in which 
literacy activities are included. 

 
The keynote speaker for the evening was Dr. Rick Ko-
lowski, chairman of the Learning Community.  Alice 
says, “I had a wonderful evening and it was an honor to 
be recognized for the programs our library provides.” 
 
School Librarians Published 
Laura Pietsch, Bellevue East High School and Kim Gang-
wish, Bellevue West High School, collaborated on an arti-
cle featured in the April, 2010, issue of School Library 
Monthly.  They said that the article, “A Journey to Reor-
ganize the Fiction Collection,” was a great writing experi-
ence and a culminating activity to a year-long project.  
“Of course, the reorganization is never really done.” 
 
Snyder 
To introduce the Snyder Public Library’s Summer Read-
ing Program they held a tea party for the girls/ladies 
(flavored tea, mini sandwiches, cream puffs) and a root 
beer party for the boys/guys (root beer floats, pigs in a 
blanket and brownies.)     
 
Neihardt State Historic Site, Bancroft 
On May 16th Dean Jacobs, photo journalist and world 
traveler,  gave a presentation of his travels and photos of 
his stay in east Africa.  He has written a  book, Marvelous 
Journey, which is an account of his round-the-world trips.  
Hi adventures can be followed on his website—
www.travel4life.org  
�
Oakland’s Friends 
The Oakland Public Library has a newly formed Friends 
group. Advocates of the Library, or AOL for short was 
chosen as the group's new name.   
 
Keene Memorial Library 
Keene in Fremont is undergoing some major renovation.  
Even though the main library is closed until June, they are 
still providing children’s programming and internet ac-
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Announcements 
 
The Public Library and Trustee Section 
of the Nebraska Library Association is 
accepting nominations for the Excalibur Award for  
Outstanding Public Librarian.  We all know and 
work along-side public librarians who significantly 
contribute, both locally and statewide, to public li-
braries and the library profession.  Please help high-
light these efforts by nominating a current member 
of the public Library and Trustee Section for this 
recognitions. Recipient criteria for the Excalibur 
Award include: 
· Development of outstanding service in field(s) of 

expertise, e.g. reference, children’s, technical, 
administrative. 

· Involvement in statewide library service. 
· Record of library leadership in local community, 

regional area of in the Nebraska Library Associa-
tion. 

· Encouragement of community/institutional sup-
port for the library. 

 
The deadline for applications is Monday, August 2.  
The winner will be recognized at the NLA/NEMA 
2010 Conference in Grand Island in October.  For 
the application and more details go to: 
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/PLTS/excalibur.html 
 
 
Pulitzer Prize Winners in Letters,  
Drama and Music 
 
· Fiction—Tinkers by Paul Harding (Bellevue Lit-
erary Press) 
· Drama—Next to Normal, music by Tom Kitt, 
book and lyrics by Brian Yorkey 
· History—Lords of Finance:  The Bankers Who 
Brok the World by Liaquat Ahamed (The Penguin 
Press) 
· Biography—The First Tycoon:  The Epic Life of 
Cornelius Vanderbilt by T. J. Stiles (Alfred A. 
Knopf) 
· Poetry—Versed by Rae Ar-
mantrout (Wesleyan University 
Press) 
 
 

ONE BOOK for Nebraska Teens 

The 2010-2011 selection for One Book for Nebraska 
Teens is aimed at high school age.  Unwind, by Neal 
Shusterman, tells of a future America where parents can 
choose to have their children between the ages of 13 – 18, 
“unwound” (their body parts are harvested and given to 
others).  Connor, 16, is shocked when his parents tell him 
they decided to have him unwound.  He runs away and 
strives to survive, encountering others like himself.   

The Nebraska Library Commission and each Library Sys-
tem office has a book bag containing fourteen paperback 
copies available on a first come first served basis.  
(Eastern Library System has had Unwind as part of their 
book bag collection for some time and have additional 
copies.)  To borrow the book bags, contact Nebraska Li-
brary Commission Information and Reference Services, 
402-471-4016, 800-307-2665, e-mail, or the Regional 
Library System offices.   For more information contact 
Sally Snyder, the Nebraska Library Commission’s Coor-
dinator of Children and Young Adult Library Services, 
402-471-4003, 800-307-2665.   

Background information, activities and puzzles relating to 
Unwind can be found at: 
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/libdev/obonk.html 
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2009-2010 WINNERS and HONOR BOOKS 
Selected by a record-breaking 70,009 readers across the great 
state of Nebraska! 

Primary Winner 
The Secret Science Project That Almost Ate the School by Judy 
Sierra; illustrated by Stephen Gammell 
 
Primary Honor Books 
Woolbur by Leslie Helakoski; illustrated by Lee Harper 
Dogku by Andrew Clements; illustrated by Tim Bowers 
 
Intermediate Winner 
Deep and Dark and Dangerous: A Ghost Story by Mary Down-
ing Hahn 
 
Intermediate Honor Books 
The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart; illus-
trated by Carson Ellis 
The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies 
 
Young Adult Winner 
Cracker!: The Best Dog in Vietnam by Cynthia Kadohata 
 
Young Adult Honor Books 
The Rules of Survival by Nancy Werlin 
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Young Nebraska writers received Letters about Literature award 
certificates from Gov. Dave Heineman on April 7, 2010, at a 
proclamation-signing ceremony celebrating National Library 
Week, April 11-17, 2010. Letters about Literature is a national 
reading and writing promotion program. This annual contest is 
sponsored nationally by the Center for the Book in the Library of 
Congress in partnership with Target Stores. Target sponsors Let-
ters About Literature as part of its national reading initiative, 
“Ready. Sit. Read!,” which is aimed at fostering a love of reading 
among children at an early age. The Nebraska competition is coor-
dinated and sponsored by the Nebraska Center for the Book, Ne-
braska Library Commission, and Houchen Bindery Ltd. Young 
Nebraska writers to be honored are:  

Winners:  

 Haylie R. Roberts, Pender, for Homeless Bird, by Gloria Whelan  

 Victoria Kolala , Omaha, for Think Big, by Ben Carson  

 Arash Hamidi, Omaha, for Torn Between Two Cultures, by 
Maryam Qudrat Aseel  

Alternate Winners:  

 Mia Thomas, Bellevue, for Devil's Arithmetic, by Jane Yolen  

 Megan Brookhouser, Omaha, for The Book Thief, by Marcus 
Zusak  

 Shawn Gasseling, Alliance, for A Thousand Splendid Suns, by 
Khaled Hosseini  
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Eastern Library System Board Meeting 
April 9, 2010 – Lyons Public Library 

Present:  John Seyfarth, Mary Jo Mack, Joyce Neu-
jahr, David Privett, Dorothy Willis, Jan Therien, 
Robin Bernstein, Scott Berryman, Lowen Kruse, Gail 
Formanack, Kathy Tooker, Nancy Meyer.  Absent:  
Gayle Roberts, Marie Reidelbach, Rosa Schmidt. 

The minutes of the February 12, 2010, meeting were 
reviewed.  Lowen moved and Robin seconded to ap-
prove the minutes.  Motion carried. 

The February and March 2010, treasurer’s reports 
were reviewed.  There was a question on the hono-
rariums paid out in March.  It was explained that they 
were for the speakers at the School Media Training 
Day.  The reports were approved to be filed for audit. 

Correspondence:  A thank you note from YART was 
read for the book marks donated by Eastern Library 
System for a door prize at their Spring Meeting in 
Blair. 

Administrator’s Report:  See written report.  Kathy 
and Nancy attended a “Branding Workshop” in Platts-
mouth.  The calendar committee is continuing to plan.  
The School Media Day was a success with help from 
Becky Pasco and Cathy McMahon.  Kathy is helping 
with the Heartland School Conference in June with 
nationally known speakers.  Robin Clark has sug-
gested looking for local “library champions” in con-
junction with Legislative Day.  Keene Memorial Li-
brary in Fremont is looking at a possible change from 
a governing board to an advisory one.  Upcoming 
Events include:  Trustee Training, Spring Colloquium 
and the Annual Meeting. 

Committee Reports: 

· Nominating – Robin indicated that the ballot 
is ready and will be approved under new busi-
ness. 

· Fundraising – Kathy reported on the amount 
of money taken in as fundraisers since July 1, 
2009. 

· Technology – No Report. 
· Continuing Education – Joyce read a written 

report on past events and upcoming events.  
· Advocacy – No Report. 

 

New Business: 

A.  The ballot was reviewed.  Gail moved and Mary 
Jo seconded to approve the ballot.  Motion carried. 

B.  Kathy reported on the possible budget cuts and/or 
elimination of agencies in the coming year(s).  Kathy 
suggested that procedures to deal with possible cuts to 
the Regional Library System need to be discussed.  
The board agreed that unity by all the systems is im-
portant in dealing with any changes.    The Nebraska 
Library Commissioner’s meeting will be held on May 
21st.  Several board members indicated interest in at-
tending.  Kathy reviewed the March budget to indi-
cate what possible carryover of funds there will be. 

Announcements:  Ann Stephens, director of Keene 
Memorial Library, Fremont will be honored at a re-
tirement gathering from 3-5 pm today.  Laura Eng-
land is the acting director at Keene and the library’s 
book sale is also today.  The Bellevue University li-
brary now has a Facebook friend’s page and plan to 
show the movie “The Hollywood Librarian.”  The 
University of Nebraska Medical Center is hosting a 
session on copyright during National Library Week.  
The Wahoo Public School will be hosting distance 
learning for K-12 in all subjects.  Beginning next year 
the ESU in Saunders County will be purchasing data-
bases which will save the Wahoo schools money. 

Robin moved and Mary Jo seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Meyer, Administrative Assistant 

 
Interested in hosting a board meeting?  We have 
some open dates for the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  All 
we need is a place to meet 
for about 15 people and 
some refreshments.  All 
meetings are on a Friday 
from 9:30-11:30 am. 

Open Dates: 

· August 13, 2010 

· February 11, 2011 

· April 8, 2011 
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Mary Reiman, Library Media Services, Lincoln Public  Schools, 
5901 O Street Lincoln, NE 68510 (mreiman@lps.org) 
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