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Learning Commons at UNK 
Janet Stoeger Wilke, Dean of the Library 

 
According to the Oxford American Dictionary, the term “commons” 
means “land or resources belonging to or affecting the whole of a 
community. In many ways, this is a good definition for a “Library” 
and now for a “learning space” for the 21st Century, The concept of 
the commons is evolving, with an increasing emphasis on users and 
the varied services learners need. The new "Learning Commons" 
values student-centered design with “learning,” not “information,” as 
the focus.  The Library Learning Commons integrates traditional li-
brary services with student academic support and technology. 
 
Over the past two years, the Library and the Division of Student Af-
fairs offices at the University of Nebraska – Kearney pursued the 
opportunity to establish coordinated student centered support in the 
University Library.  In fall 2010, Academic Peer Tutoring joined the 
Writing Center on the Library’s second floor.  Although a temporary 
space, the usage numbers increased, partly due to longer service 
hours in a more visible location.  During Spring 2011, one-third of 
the second floor, previously holding study tables and carrels, was 
refurbished with new carpet, three glass-walled study rooms, wiring, 
paint and a reception desk for tutoring services. Newly open in fall 
2011, the area is popular and heavily used.   
The physical space, however, is just one component of the Com-
mons.  A reorganized Division of Student Affairs, with several newly 
hired key staff, is working closely with library faculty and staff to de-
velop coordinated student academic support.  As one example, 
every student seeking assistance from a Writing Center tutor will 
also have an appointment with a reference librarian for review of re-
sources needed for a successful paper.  As the semester pro-
gresses and staff have more time to work together, additional coor-
dinated efforts will take shape.    
 
Although each university and academic library is unique in meeting 
the needs of users, research identifies some common ingredients of 
successful learning commons spaces. Five guiding principles stand 
out; it must be open, free, comfortable, inspiring and practical. The 
following are essential components of popular and effective learning 
commons spaces: 
 

 



 Campus partners to deliver valued ser-
vices, Writing Center, tutoring services, Li-
brary, IT, and more, if resources and space 
permit. 

 Flexible and comfortable work spaces with 
a combination of Individual and group seat-
ing.  

 Collaborative technology, wireless Internet, 
presentation practice facilities.  

 Campus showcase for art, research post-
ers, displays, as an extension of the crea-
tive, intellectual center of the commons.  

 Cafe and refreshment. Access to good 
food and drink is important for learners!  

 Continually informed and refined by stu-
dent and faculty feedback. 

We are headed in this direction at UNK. Stop in 
and see us! You will also have the opportunity to 
attend a presentation on the UNK Learning Com-
mons at the NLA/NEMA Conference in October in 
Lincoln.  

For links to numerous academic Learning Com-
mons sites and updates on the latest news, take a 
look at the “InfoCommons and Beyond” blog at 
http://infocommonsandbeyond.blogspot.com/ 
 
Learning Spaces, an Educause ebook, is an out-
standing single source for than overview of the 
learning commons concept.  http://
www.educause.edu/LearningSpaces 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Book Discussion Titles 
 

The System Office has seven copies of Saving 
CeeCee Honeycutt by Beth Hoffman: 
When trouble strikes, Cee Cee Honeycutt’s long-
lost aunt comes to the rescue and whisks her off 
to Savannah where she is catapulted into a per-
fumed world of prosperity and Southern eccentric-
ity. 
 
We also  have 10 copies of The Hunger Games 
by Suzanne Collins.  
 
You can email or call with a request to borrow this 
set. Be sure to look at our other book sets at the 
following link: http://libraries.ne.gov/mls/book-sets/
meridian-library-system-book-sets/ 

 
 

 
TumbleReadables is an online collection of read-
along titles for elementary, middle school, and 
high school students which features adjustable 
online text and complete audio narration. Sen-
tences are highlighted as they are being read, 
pages turn automatically and offer the ability to 
follow along in 3 text sizes. 
 
The collection features titles in the following cate-
gories: picture books, early readers, chapter 
books, middle school readers, teen novels,  chil-
dren’s classics, classics and Shakespeare plays. 
 
TummbeReadables may be accessed from home 
online at any time. 
 
A free thirty day trial is available on the website. 
 
(thanks to Mary @ Lexington High School Library 
for this information) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Young Readers Invited to Enter 
 Letters about Literature Contest 

 
Young readers in grades 4 - 12 are invited 
to write a personal letter to an author for 
Letters about Literature (LAL), a na-
tional reading and writing promotion pro-
gram. The letter can be to any author 
(living or dead) from any genre—fiction or 
nonfiction, contemporary or classic—
explaining how that author’s work 
changed the student’s view of the world. 
This reading and writing promotion is 
sponsored by the Center for the Book in 
the Library of Congress, in partnership 
with Target. In Nebraska, Letters about 
Literature is sponsored by the Nebraska 
Center for the Book and Nebraska Library 
Commission. 
LAL awards prizes on both the state and 
national levels. The Nebraska Center for 
the Book has its own par for the Book in 
the Library of Congress will select six Na-
tional Winners and twelve National Honor-
able Mention Winners. The National Win-
ners will receive a $500 Target Gift Card, 
plus each will secure a $10,000 LAL 
Reading Promotion Grant in their name for 
his or her community or school library so 
that others can experience personal rela-
tionships with authors and the stories they 
tell. The National Honorable Mention Win-
ners will each receive a $100 Target Gift 
Card, plus each will secure a $1,000 LAL 
Reading Promotion Grant in their name for 
his or her community or school library. 
The community or school library selected 
for the National Winners and National 
Honorable Mention Winners is at the 
Sponsor’s sole discretion. 
Students compete in three grade levels: 
Level 1 for grades 4 - 6; Level 2 for grades 
7 - 8; and Level 3 for grades 9 - 12. 
Teachers, librarians, and parents can 
download free teaching materials on 
reader response and reflective writing at 
www.lettersaboutliterature.org. Submis-

sions must be postmarked by January 6, 
2012. State winners will be notified in 
March 2012 and national winners by mid-
April. Nebraska-specific information 
(including letters from Nebraska winners 
of past contests) is available at http://
centerforthebook.nebraska.gov/programs/
LAL.html.  
For more information contact Mary Jo 
Ryan, maryjo.ryan@nebraska.gov, 402-
471-3434 or 800-307-2665. 
The Nebraska Center for the Book is 
housed at the Nebraska Library Commis-
sion and brings together the state's read-
ers, writers, booksellers, librarians, pub-
lishers, printers, educators, and scholars 
to build the community of the book, sup-
porting programs to celebrate and stimu-
late public interest in books, reading, and 
the written word. The Nebraska Center for 
the Book is supported by the Nebraska 
Library Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In case you were unable to attend the 
System sponsored NLA/NEMA pre-

conference, Karen Hyman’s Shortcuts to 
Greatness handout is available on the 

system website: 
libraries.ne.gov/mls 



 
 
 



Meridian Library System  
Board Meeting Minutes  
Conference Call 
September 22, 2011 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order 
by President Sherry Crow at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Sherry Crow, Ann Matzke,  Kristi Hag-
strom, Janet Wilke, Christine Walsh, Linda Nickel, 
Charlotte Rassmussen and Debra Moninger were 
present. Maxine Erpelding subbed for Laurie Yocom . 
Sharon Osenga was also present. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Approved as submitted. 
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  Christine 
Walsh moved and Linda Nickel seconded to approve 
previous minutes. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Sharon reviewed correspon-
dence. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Sharon reviewed the sale 
of excess furniture and equipment. Linda Nickel 
moved  and Kristi Hagstrom seconded to approve the 
bills through September 1, 2011. Motion passed by 
voice vote. 
 
NLC REPORT:  Sharon shared highlights from Rich-
ard Miller’s written NLC report. Sherry gave a quick 
report about the Leadership Institute. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  Sharon reviewed her written 
Director’s Report. 
 The Regional Systems are sponsoring Karen 

Hyman at the NLA/NEMA preconference in Octo-
ber. Her topic will be “Shortcuts to Greatness.” 

 Possible Programs: 
 1. Storytime strategies 
 2. Policy and Procedures 
 3. Teen services with YART section 
 4. E-readers and overdrive 
 Neil Shusterman is coming to Nebraska and will 

be sponsored by Lexington Public Library. The 
presentation will be at Lexington Middle School. 
He will also speak at Doniphan/Trumbull School.  

 We have received notification that our e-rate ap-
plication will be funded. 

 We have closed out the Platte Valley State Bank 
account. All our accounts are now with Five 
Points Bank.  

 The Regional Systems have a chocolate basket 
up for raffle at the NLA/NEMA conference. Tickets 
are $3 each or 2 for $5. 

 Kathy Holley is the new Shelton Township Library 

Director. She has no library background so will be 
enrolling in Basic Skills. Sharon will be going out 
to visit her soon. Holly Myers of North Loup/Scotia 
Schools is also the librarian at Elba Public 
Schools this year. 

 Apollo Biblionix (a public library automation ven-
dor) offers a stipend to one public library person in 
each regional system to attend NLA/NEMA con-
ference. Mary Koch from Gothenburg Public re-
ceived the stipend this year. 

 Gary Riggs, our auditor, was here September 
21st to complete our computation. There are no 
recommendations for changes at this time. His 
written report will be available at the next board 
meeting. 

 Sharon attended the two day Boot Camp training 
at North Platte.  

 Our new website is  up and running at:                           
libraries.ne.gov/mls. 

 Sharon visited with a township library that is strug-
gling to stay open and bring in community mem-
bers. Various strategies were discussed. 

 
SYSTEM BUSINESS:  
 The System Plan was presented at the annual 

meeting. Linda Nickel moved and Janet Wilke 
seconded to approve the system plan. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 Week of Weeding Flyer was in the packet. It is a 
program being offered by Northeast Library Sys-
tem. Sharon is thinking of doing something simi-
lar. Board approved. 

 Sharon opened the floor for a round table discus-
sion to share things that are happening in the li-
braries of our board members. 

 
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be January 
2012. Sharon will send out possible dates and loca-
tions. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Delilah Gillming  
Administrative Assistant  
 





Geek the Library:  Gaining Library Support by Increasing Awareness 
 

Let Geek the Library help you educate your community about public library funding 
and the need for local support. The awareness campaign made a difference in our pi-
lot communities and it can do the same for you. 

How does it work? 

The Geek the Library campaign grabs people’s attention and serves as a reminder 
about the immense value public libraries have for individuals and for communities. The 
awareness campaign introduces the word ‘geek’ as a verb and illustrates the fact that 
everyone is passionate about something—everyone ‘geeks’ something—and that the 
public library supports it all. (And you will find people who are excited to tell you what 
they geek.) 

As people see Geek the Library campaign elements around the community their curi-
osity increases and the campaign provides an effective platform to educate and en-
gage people about the critical nature of public library funding, as well as feeding a 
growing awareness that every individual, inevitably, plays a role. With the help of li-
brary staff, the campaign aims to reach influential members of the community, as well 
as key library supporters (who aren’t necessarily your most regular patrons), who can 
help educate others regarding the future of library funding. 
 
What you need to know: 

The Geek the Library campaign is designed to employ multiple touch-points to pro-
mote community awareness, education and engagement. 

We will give you everything we’ve learned, along with access to professional materials 
and templates, but that is not enough to make an impact. If you are considering imple-
menting this campaign, ask if your library can make the following commitments. 

• Willingness to run the Geek the Library campaign for a minimum of six months. 

• A dedicated staff member who is responsible for overseeing all elements of the cam-
paign and acts as the main contact for the Geek the Library field team. 

• Dedicated staff hours per week. 

• Planning resources, including writing a marketing plan, event strategy, gathering and 
organizing local information that helps tell your library’s funding story, etc. 

• Some resources for local advertising and events. 

• Resources to download artwork and print marketing materials, as well as resources 
to resize ad templates or other materials, if needed. 

 Willingness to abide by Geek the Library guidelines in use of the campaign. 

Contact: get.geekthelibrary.org for full information. 



2011 Nebraska Library Association 
Awards 

  
Meritorious Service Award 
Floyd Smith III 
  
Mari Sandoz Award 
E. Jane Graff 
  
Presidential Awards of Excellence 
Scott Childers 
Michael Straatmann 
Legislative Committee: Robin Clark 
(chair), Nancy Larimer, Mary Reiman, Bev 
Russell, Kathy Tooker, Rod Wagner, Ken 
Winston, Michael Straatmann, Denise 
Lawyer, Brenda Ealey, Gayle Roberts 
  
College & University Section Distin-
guished Service Award 
Joyce Neujar 
  
Paraprofessional Section Paraprofes-
sional of the Year 
Nancy Meyer 
  
Public Library & Trustee Section Ex-
calibur Award 
Bev Russell 
  
Public Library & Trustee Section Advo-
cacy Award 
Wilma Eaton 
  
School, Children’s & Young People’s 
Section Mad Hatter Award 
Sally Snyder 
  
Special & Institutional Sectional Pro-
motional Award 
Denise Morton 
  
Special & Institutional Section Distin-
guished Service Award 
Laura Thompson 
 

ALA Teens Top Ten 
 

1.     Clockwork Angel by Cassandra Clare 
(Simon & Schuster) 

2.     Mockingjay by Suzanne Collins 
(Scholastic) 

3.     Crescendo by Becca Fitzpatrick 
(Simon & Schuster) 

4.     I Am Number Four by Pittacus Lore 
(HarperCollins) 

5.     The Iron King by Julie Kagawa 
(Harlequin) 

6.     Matched by Ally Condie (Penguin) 
7.     Angel: A Maximum Ride Novel by 

James Patterson (Little, Brown & Com-
pany) 

8.     Paranormalcy by Kiersten White 
(HarperCollins) 

9.     Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver 
(HarperCollins) 

10.  Nightshade by Andrea Cremer 
(Penguin) 

 
Go to: http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/
yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/
teenstopten.cfm for more information, and 
for a video of a thank you from Cassandra 
Clare. 
 
  
 

 

 



BOOKS OF THE MONTH 
 
The subtitle of Dick Van Dyke’s new biogra-
phy sums up his life in show business very 
well: My lucky life in and out of show busi-
ness.  Growing up in middle class America in 
Illinois, Van Dyke lucked into a show busi-
ness career beginning in high school, through 
his military service and afterwards. His big 
break came with the Dick Van Dyke Show 
and the rest is history.  What is so interesting 
in this book, as in Julie Andrews biography 
from last year, is the people Van Dyke has 
known – just about every “big” name in Holly-
wood and the New York theater world through 
the 1980’s.  The most interesting chapter is 
about meeting his idol Stan Laurel.  He was 
also able to later meet Buster Keaton.  Both 
men had Van Dyke deliver their eulogies.   
 
One thing this book is not is salacious.  There 
is no tell-all the dirty secrets about everybody.  
It’s a pleasant stroll through an amazingly 
lucky life.  Van Dyke has never had to work 
hard to find a job and his laid back, private 
demeanor is read.  This is a pleasant and un-
demanding read. 
 
 
And Furthermore by Dame Judi Dench as 
told to John Miller is an extension of her ear-
lier biography.  I primarily know Ms. Dench 
through film and a couple of t.v. series but 
found out in this book that she  has been do-
ing theatre in England continuously for over 
45 years.  This book reads like a Who’s Who 
in the world of theatre.  Ms. Dench has played 
a wide diversity of roles with all the theatre 
greats. What I liked best was the readability 
of this book.  It reads as if Ms. Dench is talk-
ing to you about her life.  I live her openness 
about being a nosey person and her joy in 
playing practical jokes on everyone.  One 
thing she will not be doing soon is retiring; 
“you don’t need to retire as an actor, there are 
all those parts you can play lying in bed, or in 
a wheelchair.”  As with the Dick Van Dyke 
books, this is another interesting and unde-
manding biography.  Recommended for those 
interested in actors and the theatre. 
 

Additional Material Needed Alert 
 
Subject Area: ________________________ 
 
Materials Needed:   ___ Adult 
   ___Young Adult 
   ___Children 
 
___Too few titles 
___Items seldom on shelf 
___Items too old 
 
Do you have titles to suggest adding or dupli-
cating?   
 
Editor’s note:  The above form was found at 
Lexington Public Library.  What a great idea 
for customers to be given a chance to voice 
their opinion on  your collection! 

 
 
 

 
Flip  Video Cameras 

 
The System Office now has 6 Flip Video 
pocket-size cameras that will record up to one 
hour.  Feel free to borrow one or more for use 
in your library!  Perhaps you could use them 
for recording book reviews to post on your 
library website or record part of an event to 
post.  Let your imagination soar!! 

Here's the link for a good, basic flyer 
tutorial in MS Publisher or MS Word 
2007.  If you are new to making dy-
namic flyers, these tutorials will get you 
up and running in no time.   
http://flyertutor.com/templates-
default.asp 
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