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PLA Conference Report
By Jessica Chamberlain
I attended the Public Library Association Conference in
Philadelphia this March and feel very fortunate that I was able to have
this experience. It was an excellent conference with about 8,500
public librarians in attendance. Having been to the American Library
Association conference with around 23,000 attendees, I really
enjoyed the comparatively smaller audience of PLA. The conference
center was excellent and located downtown in between the beautiful
Philadelphia City Hall and the vibrant Reading Terminal Market.
Over the course of the conference, there were almost 200
educational programs offered and more than 400 companies were
represented in the exhibit hall. With that many choices, you are
always presented with more good options than you have time for. All
the programs I attended were of high quality, and everything there
was relevant to those working in public libraries, no matter what your
role at the library may be. I chose five of the best programs I attended
and included a summary of them, along with links to their resources,
on page six of this newsletter. I also spent a good deal of time in the
exhibit area at this conference and got some really great information
from some vendors and authors. I chose five exhibitors that I spoke
with, and ones you may not be familiar with, and included their
information on page seven.
The PLA conference is held every other year, so the next one
will be in 2014. The host city for 2014 is Indianapolis, Indiana. If you
are a public librarian who has never attended a national conference, I
strongly encourage you to consider attending this conference. If you
think you would like to attend, but are concerned about the high cost
of traveling to an out-of-state conference, the Nebraska Library
Commission offers Continuing Education Grants to help public
librarians cover the cost of attending professional conferences. If you
are able to attend, I am certain that you will gain new information for
your library and new insight into the library profession. ◊
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Northeast News
Madison Schools Book Banquet
By Audrey Loosvelt, Media Specialist at Madison Public Schools
Students and teachers from all three schools in Madison joined together for their fifth annual Book Banquet. Teachers and students decorate a table based around a book or a theme of books. This year's banquet
"Experiment with Reading" was focused on Science topics. Along with the interactive tables, Edgerton Explorit
Center, NPPD, and several other organizations came to share science experiments with students. Carol Robertson and Sandy Maybon, along with Madison Public Library and the Madison County Museum organize the
event for the three schools with the proceeds going to the teachers to buy books for their classrooms. Each
student also receives a book and a beanie baby with the purchase of their ticket. Tickets are $2.50 for students
and $5.00 for adults. A local foundation matched the ticket sales.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar table was created by
Little Dragon's Preschool.

A student investigates how to
make a light bulb work at one
of the electricity stations.

A student demonstrates how
Isaac Newton's Laws of Motion
work.

Easter Egg Hunt at Wayne Public Library
By Julie Osnes, Children’s Librarian at Wayne Public Library
For our annual Easter Egg Hunt this year we had 44 kids, and
36 adults. The hunt is put on by the library and supplies are
bought with Children's Programming supply budget. Easter
has been the theme for the end activity of winter story time
programs for years. In 2004 when I became Children's Librarian, the first few years we did the standard story time, egg
hunt and then a craft; but we started to notice a bothersome
pattern. Kids and parents seemed anxious, and some were
upset, that we didn't start the hunt right away. The story time
wasn't really enjoyable for anyone because kids were asking when it would start, parents would be quieting
or NOT quieting their kids. Some wouldn't stay for crafts after, so that seemed to be a waste of money, and
they left irked, not happy. So we finally decided to just have it as an event, a plain old Easter Egg Hunt, no stories, no crafts. And have done that for about 3 years, and it is so much more manageable and just plain fun! If
the weather is bad, the hunt is inside. This was the first outdoor one in about 7 years. I buy an exact number
of eggs then we fill them with candy and prizes, about 500 now. As we begin I do a head count of how many
children are present, then I divide the eggs up evenly. I have the kids repeat back to me twice how many eggs
they are allowed to collect. Then I tell the parents to relax and let their kids hunt because everyone will get an
equal share. There are usually 3 or 4 golden eggs that have a picture of a stuffed animal to be claimed at the
front desk for a lucky few, and we hide those HARD. Then we say ready, set, go and they are off, and it is over
in 7 minutes. But now people linger and check out books and it is friendly and fun. People leave grinning, thus
with a good feeling about the library.
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Pat on the Back Awards
Awards were given to Carol Robertson and Sandy Maybon who volunteer an incredible
amount of time to prepare for an educational night at the Madison Book Banquet for the
Madison Public Schools. Students, teachers, and the whole community appreciate the exciting
events they have worked hard to organize. It is one of the most anticipated events in the
student's school year!
An award was also given to Lynn Mellick of the Ponca Carnegie Library for her exceptional promotion and
implementation of Children’s and Youth programming. Lynn is also being recognized for her successful pursuit
of grant funds for the library, her dedication to furthering her library education and her positive promotion of
the library. Well done!
Please notify the NELS office if you have someone you would like to nominate for a “Pat on the Back!”

Pilger & Ponca Celebrate Dr. Seuss’ Birthday
By Elaine Tobias, Director of the Pilger Public Library
The last several years we have had a Birthday party for Dr Seuss the first Saturday in March. This year was the
first time we have tried Green Eggs and Ham. I think we can say it was a success. There were a couple of kids
who wouldn’t try them. We also made a book about the Green Eggs and Ham story with the kids drawing their
own pictures about the fox, box and the socks etc.

By Lynn Mellick, Youth Programs Coordinator of the Ponca Carnegie Library
We had a wonderful community response to our Dr. Seuss Birthday Party with over 83 children attending. We
had 9 holes of mini golf, face painting, a “Wump” making craft, crazy balloon hats, and more. All 9 mini golf
holes were constructed by volunteers.
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Welcome and Congratulations!



Kathy Waller is the new Director at the Clearwater Public Library.
Welcome Kathy!
Andrea Frey is returning to her position as Media Specialist at West
Park Elementary School in Columbus. Welcome Back Andrea!

BTOP Open Houses
Forty-four public libraries in northeast Nebraska are part of the BTOP (or Library Broadband Builds Nebraska
Communities) grant. The following libraries have had Open Houses to welcome the community into their new
computing centers and to highlight the services the public can access through the library.






Emerson Public Library—March 31, 2012
Fullerton Public Library—April 9, 2012
Stromsburg Public Library—April 10, 2012
Osceola Public Library—April 11, 2012
Plainview Carnegie Library—April 11, 2012

Shirley Sides from Dakota City Honored with Advocacy Award
Dakota City’s Shirley Sides was presented with a Nebraska Library Association Advocacy Award during this year’s Advocacy Day in Lincoln on
February 27th. Senator Dave Bloomfield (left) presented the award.
Mrs. Sides (right) was nominated for the award by Diane Boyd (center),
a Library Commissioner from South Sioux City, for her efforts on behalf
of the Dakota City Public Library.
Mrs. Sides remarked, “I feel it’s a privilege to be recognized in this way.
What’s important I feel, however, is that we’ve been able to keep our
library going thanks to all the help we received from everyone.”
Photo and quote courtesy of the Dakota County Star, March 1, 2012

Want to Read or Write Book Reviews?
Wayne State College has a Book Review program and is looking for people
interested in reviewing children’s and young adult books. In addition to growing their
own knowledge of books and getting to share their views with others, reviewers are
rewarded with free books for their library. The book reviews are published on the
Northeast Library System website at http://libraries.ne.gov/nels/book-reviews/.
If you are interested in learning more about this program, or you would like to become a reviewer, please
contact Marilyn Quance at “maquanc1@wsc.edu” or 402-375-7257.

If you have a piece of news or a photo you’d like to share with your fellow northeast Nebraska libraries, email it
to Jessica at the NELS office! jchamberlain.nels@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events
A Calendar of Upcoming Events and links to details and registration forms can be found on our
website at: http://libraries.ne.gov/nels/calendar

May 14-25—Basic Skills: Reference—Online
Basic Skills classes are provided by the Nebraska Library Commission.
Cost: $10
CE Credits: 2
Registration: http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=10961
May 16—NELS Board Meeting—Hruska Memorial Library, David City
The public is invited to attend all NELS Board meetings.
Time: 10:00—12:00
Contact: Jessica Chamberlain, 800-578-1014 or jchamberlain.nels@gmail.com
May 18—C&U/S&I Spring Meeting—Grace University, Omaha
NLA’s College and University Section and Special & Institutional Section host their combined
Spring Meeting featuring Keynote Speaker Beth McNeil from Purdue University Libraries.
Time: 9:00—3:30
Cost: $30-$50
Registration: http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/cu/
June 4-15—Basic Skills: Management and Supervision—Online
Basic Skills classes are provided by the Nebraska Library Commission
Cost: $10
CE Credits: 2
Registration: http://nlc.nebraska.gov/scripts/calendar/eventshow.asp?ProgId=10971
July 18—NELS Board Meeting— Bloomfield Public Library
The public is invited to attend all NELS Board meetings.
Time: 10:00—12:00
Contact: Jessica Chamberlain, 800-578-1014 or jchamberlain.nels@gmail.com
July 28—Norfolk Public Library Literature Festival—Lifelong Learning Center, Norfolk
Time: 9:00—4:00
Cost: $5—$30
CE Credits: 5
See page 11 for details.
August 7 - Librarians On TARGET Meeting— Stanton Public Library
Time: 1:00—4:00 p.m.
Cost: FREE
CE Credits: 3
See page 12 for details.
September 19—NELS/NNNC Fall Conference & Annual Meeting—Lifelong Learning Center, Norfolk
Save the Date! Details will be coming this summer!
October 17-19—MPLA/NLA/NEMA Conference—La Vista
Don’t miss out on this tri-conference with Mountain Plains Library Association joining the
Nebraska Library Association and the Nebraska Educational Media Association!
Registration: http://nebraskalibraries.org/triconference2012/
May/June 2012
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Five Great PLA Sessions
By Jessica Chamberlain
1. Being the Best: Stories from the Best Small Libraries in America
This session included librarians from the libraries that have won the Best Small Library award from Library
Journal. All the stories were interesting and it was invigorating to see the energy that went into these libraries, all of which seemed very deserving of the award. One theme that came across from all the libraries was
that of excellent service, not only in customer service, but in planning and providing services that were relevant to their communities. Click here to see a list of winners that presented at this session. Click here to find
out more about the Best Small Library Award. (Nominations are not yet available for this year, but you can see last
year’s award guidelines.)

2. Program Palooza: 60 Programs in 60 minutes
This program was a real whirlwind, and the staff of San Diego County Library did indeed
present 60 program ideas in 60 minutes. They said the key to their programming success
was that all staff plan and present programs. They use the strengths and interests of their
existing staff and build programs that connect with their patrons through the passions of
the librarians. They also have strong support from volunteers and their Friends of the
Library group. Click here to see the mind-blowing list of programs presented.
3. Good Reading You May Have Missed
This session was chock full of reading suggestions in four genres (fantasy, romance, crime & book club picks)
that may have escaped your notice. I furiously scribbled down as many titles as I could, but I know that I
missed quite a few. Click here to see what titles I managed to capture from the fantasy, romance and book
club picks lists. Luckily, Keir Graff, Booklist Online Editor, provided a handout of his crime list. Click here to
view his great recommendations.
4. Mystery Solved: The Best in Mystery Authors and Books
This author panel featured five mystery authors who spoke about their latest books and gave a little information about themselves and their writing process. The authors were:
 Sophie Hannah: This mystery writer also has a tremendous sense of humor. She had the whole crowd
laughing as she recounted how her desire to move into a bigger house got her started on her latest novel,
The Other Woman’s House, which is due out this June. I can’t wait to read this!
 Lisa Lutz: Lisa is the author of the Spellman series of comedic mysteries about the dysfunctional Spellman
family. She shared funny messages she has received from readers over the course of writing about the
wacky Spellman family.
 Lisa Unger: Lisa, whose mother was a librarian, talked about the influence that libraries and reading had
in her life. She initially started her career working for a publisher, but after a few years, she got her own
works published. Her next book, Heartbroken, comes out this June.
 Charles Todd: The New York Times bestselling author of the Inspector Ian Rutledge mysteries and the
Bess Crawford mysteries, Charles Todd is actually a mother-and-son writing team. I was very intrigued by
how they work together creating books, even though they live in separate states.
 Lars Keplar: Another writing partnership, Lars Keplar is really a husband-and-wife writing team. This
amazed me even more than the mother-son writing team! This Swedish couple shared how they worked
together and how they came up with the fictional author of Lars Keplar. I just finished their book, The
Hypnotist, which was released in November 2011. It would be a great recommendation for anyone who
liked Steig Larsson’s books.
5. Edge: Public Access Technology Benchmarks Review
This group initiative is working towards creating benchmarks that will help library staff understand best practices in public access technology services. The benchmarks will be voluntary guidelines that will help libraries
evaluate and continually improve their public technology services for their communities. I think this is an excellent initiative and I’m very interested to see what they come up with. Click here to learn more about the
Edge Initiative.
May/June 2012
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Five Things I Learned at the PLA Exhibits
By Jessica Chamberlain
1. Boopsie for Libraries: Mobile Apps for Your Library
With more and more of your library patrons using smart-phones and other
internet-enabled mobile devices, have you thought about having a mobile
app for your patrons to connect to your library on-the-go? Think of the
positive effect this would have on your library’s image as a relevant and
modern institution! Boopsie now has price packages for libraries that serve less than 25,000 patrons and less
than 5,000. See www.boopsie.com/library for more info.
2. Better World Books
This no-cost program is simple and straightforward. You gather and box your surplus and discarded materials,
and Better World Books coordinates and pays for items to be shipped to their warehouse in Indiana for resale.
Better World Books sorts and scans the items, and each saleable item is listed on 53 marketplaces. Better
World Books handles all aspects of inventorying, marketing, selling and shipping these materials, and you
receive a commission from each sale. Although there are guidelines for what materials they would prefer not
be sent, the library does not need to scan materials to be sent or ask permission for what books they will
accept. This is a great option if your library has more books to dispose of than what a local booksale will take
care of. Visit http://www.betterworldbooks.com/go/library-program-overview to find out more.
3. Third Week Books
This company specializes in early literacy materials. They produce
board books and soft-cover picture books in both English and Spanish.
The soft-cover books cost from $2.10—$3.50 each, depending on how
many you order. (You can get the books personalized with your
library’s name, logo, or other information for an additional fee of $300
and with a minimum quantity of 1,000.) These would be excellent for
delivering to new moms in your area, to provide as summer reading prizes to little ones, or to use as a fundraiser for your Friends group. Check out http://thirdweekbooks.com/homepage.html to learn more.
4. Nowhere Hair by Sue Glader
The little girl in NOWHERE HAIR knows two things: Her mom's hair is not on her head anymore,
so therefore it must be somewhere around the house. After searching the obvious places, the
story reveals that her mother, although going through cancer treatment, is still silly, attentive,
happy and yes, sometimes very tired and cranky. She learns that she didn't cause the cancer,
can't catch it, and that Mommy still is very much up for the job of mothering. The book, written
in rhyme, explains hats, scarves, wigs, going bald in public, and the idea of being nice to people
who may look a little different than you. It ends with the idea that what is inside of us is far more
important than how we look on the outside. For any parent or grandparent, NOWHERE HAIR
offers a comfortable platform to explain something that is inherently very difficult.

This author had her own booth at the exhibits and was promoting this, her first children’s book. I took a few
moments to read it and was impressed with the quality of the illustrations and the incredible way in which the
author tackled such a difficult subject. I highly recommend it for all public and school library collections.
http://www.nowherehair.com/
5. Quincy the Horse Books by Camille Matthews
This author also had a booth in the exhibits and I couldn’t resist stopping when I saw the
beautiful paintings of horses. There are currently two Quincy the Horse books: Quincy
Finds a New Home and Quincy Moves to the Desert. A third book is scheduled for
release later this year. These books are gorgeously illustrated with paintings by Michelle
Black and the stories will appeal to many young people. Highly recommended for any
library that has horse-loving children as patrons. http://quincythehorse.com/
May/June 2012
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Libri “Books for Children” Grants
The Libri Foundation is currently accepting applications for its 2012 Books for Children grants.
The Libri Foundation is a nation-wide nonprofit organization that donates new, quality hardcover children’s
books to small, rural public libraries throughout the United States. (Public libraries that received a Books for
Children grant in 2009 or earlier are eligible to apply again.)
In order to encourage and reward local support of libraries, the Libri Foundation will match any amount of
money raised by your local sponsors from $50 to $350 on a 2-to-1 ratio. Thus, a library can receive up to $1,050
worth of new children’s books. After a library receives a grant, local sponsors (such as formal or informal
Friends groups, civic or social organizations, local businesses, etc.) have four months, or longer if necessary, to
raise their matching funds.
The application deadline is May 15. Grants will be awarded May 31. Application guidelines and forms may be
downloaded from the Foundation’s website at www.librifoundation.org.

New Items Available for Loan
Contact our office if you’d like to borrow one of these new titles!
Administering the School Library Media Center, Fifth Edition (2010)
by Betty J. Morris
This reference text provides a complete instructional overview of the
workings of the library media center—from the basics of administration,
budgeting, facilities management, organization, selection of materials,
and staffing to explanations on how to promote information literacy and
the value of digital tools like blogs, wikis, and podcasting.

Free to All: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture 1890-1920
by Abigail A. Van Slyck
Familiar landmarks in hundreds of American towns, Carnegie libraries
today seem far from controversial. In Free to All, however, Abigail A. Van
Slyck shows that the classical façades and symmetrical plans of these
buildings often mask a complex and contentious history.

Introduction to Public Librarianship, Second Edition (2011)
by Kathleen de la Peña McCook
...groundbreaking, one-of-a-kind resource that is used in libraries and
universities across the nation and definitively sets the standard for public
librarianship literature...McCook, a distinguished university professor and
renowned public library scholar, has thoroughly revised and updated
every one of the book’s chapters to provide both professionals and LIS
students with the most current and comprehensive introduction to
public librarianship.
May/June 2012
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Ponca Carnegie Library receives funding for day care
outreach
The Ponca Carnegie Library will be expanding its Day Care Outreach
Program, thanks to a grant from the Kreutz Bennet Donor-Advised
Fund, an affiliated fund of the Nebraska Community Foundation. The
Fund provides support to public libraries located in Nebraska communities with populations under 3,000.
According to Lynn Mellick, the youth programs coordinator, about 85
percent of Ponca families with children have both parents working
outside the home. At least eight day cares in the area could benefit
from a library story hour program with hands-on activities brought to
their location.
The goal of the program is to jump-start toddlers’ language skills with literature exposure and help the children retain
skills they have already acquired through language enrichment activities. The $2,500 grant will help purchase supplies
and cover expenses related to the mobile library project. Additional support is provided by The Friends of the Ponca
Carnegie Library and in-kind donations.
Day care providers will be contacted to inquire about their interest in participating in the program or they can contact
Lynn Mellick, the Ponca Carnegie Library’s youth programs coordinator, at (402) 638-1818 or by email
lwcbib@nntc.net. The success of the program will be evaluated through surveys of providers and parents.

More Information about the Shirley Kreutz Bennet Fund
Following Ms. Kreutz Bennett's wishes, a Fund Advisory Committee composed of her nieces and nephews recommends
grants in three areas: planning grants leading to accreditation; enhancement grants to improve library services and/or
programs; and facilities grants for new facilities or the renovation, restoration or rehabilitation of current libraries. All
grants require a certain level of matching funds and evidence that the project has broad community
support. Approximately $70,000 is available each year.
In addition to Ponca Carnegie Library, three other public libraries received grants from the first round of funding.
Bridgeport Public Library was awarded $20,000 to help cover expenses involved with its expansion project into an adjacent building owned by the City. The project will double the size of the library. The new space will be used for a children's area, work space, circulation desk and archival storage.
Morrill Public Library received $8,500 to remodel the eastern side of the library by replacing windows and repairing the
interior. The improvements will help make the building, originally constructed in 1936, more comfortable and energyefficient. Savings in utility costs will allow the library to redirect funds to programs and activities.
The Tekamah Carnegie Library Foundation received $20,000 to help with its $1 million improvement project to build a
new one-story addition and renovate the existing Carnegie Library, built in 1916. The addition will meet ADA standards, provide handicap accessible restrooms and install an elevator so that all levels are accessible.
There are 228 libraries in Nebraska communities with populations under 3,000, which makes them eligible for a grant
from the Kreutz Bennett Donor-Advised Fund. Of those, 100 are not accredited by the Nebraska Library Commission.

If your library is in a community with a population of 3,000 or less and you are interested
in applying for a grant from this fund, please contact
Reggi Carlson, NCF Communications Director, at (402) 323-7331 or rcarlson@nebcommfound.org
or check out the details and guidelines at http://www.nebcommfound.org/fund/kreutzbennett.
Short applications received before October 1, 2012 will be considered for the grant cycle awarded in March 2013.
May/June 2012
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NORFOLK PUBLIC LIBRARY’S 18th ANNUAL LITERATURE FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JULY 28, 2012 / 9:00 A. M. - 4:00 P. M.
NORTHEAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE / LIFELONG LEARNING CENTER
801 East Benjamin Avenue, Norfolk, NE
Funded by the Norfolk Library Foundation, the City of Norfolk, & SCYP

FEATURING:

*LISA WHEELER*
2013 Golden Sower Award nominee for:
UGLY PIE
http://www.lisawheelerbooks.com/

*SHARON DRAPER*
2013 Golden Sower Award nominee for OUT OF MY MIND
http://sharondraper.com/

*APRIL HENRY*
2013 Golden Sower Award nominee for GIRL, STOLEN
http://www.aprilhenrymysteries.com/
ALSO: 2012-2013 Golden Sower Previews by Karen Drevo & Marci Retzlaff; Book Display & Discount Sales by Norfolk Public Library
Foundation of titles by Wheeler, Draper & Henry; Sales of Golden Sower Items; Autograph Session/Book Signing with Lisa Wheeler,
Sharon Draper & April Henry; Door Prizes; 5 Continuing Education Hours (for all day attendance) from the Nebraska Library
Commission for School & Public Librarians; 5 Professional Growth Points (for all day attendance) for Teachers/Staff employed by
Norfolk Public Schools.
TICKETS: Youth (18 & under): $5.00/advance & $7.50/door Adults: $25.00/advance & $30.00/door
!Free admission for current SCYP members!
Advance tickets are available at Norfolk Public Library OR by mail order. To order tickets by mail, send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope with full payment (write checks to “Norfolk Library Foundation--Literature Festival”) to:
Literature Festival
Norfolk Public Library
308 W. Prospect Avenue
Norfolk, NE 68701
For more information, contact Karen Drevo at NPL by phone (402/844-2108) or e-mail kdrevo@ci.norfolk.ne.us

A wonderful way to spend a summer day FOR LITERATURE LOVERS OF ALL AGES!
May/June 2012
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August 7, 2012
1:00—4:00
Stanton Public Library
1009 Jackpine St., Stanton
3 CE credits—FREE
What is “Librarians on TARGET”?
It’s an informal meeting of northeast Nebraska librarians. We discuss issues and
events in our libraries, we talk about important trends in libraries, and we share our
knowledge with each other. All librarians, library employees and library board
members are invited to attend.





Our Focus:
Fresh program ideas, ways to fund them and
how to find volunteers to help you out

Plus:
Holly Woldt— IT Support Manager for the BTOP grant will be there to
provide an update on the project and answer questions
 Booktalks —bring a book to recommend
 Round-Robin— share issues & events in your library

Contact our office or click here to let us know you’re coming!
Northeast Library System
3038 33rd Ave., Suite 13
Columbus, NE 68601
May/June 2012

PH: 800-578-1014
PH/FAX: 402-564-1586
jchamberlain.nels@gmail.com
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Northeast Library System
Board Meeting Minutes
March 21, 2012
The March 21, 2012 meeting of the Northeast Library System Board of Trustees was called to order by President
Judy Hagan at the Albion Public Library. Roll call showed members Joyce Sullivan, Audrey Loosvelt, Kathy
Ageton, Susan Tyndall, Beth Foulks, Judy Hilkemann, Dawnn Tucker, Melissa Baumert, Michele Hastreiter,
and Hagan in attendance; Tami Anderson and Elaine Tobias were excused. Cindy Simeon, replacement for Kate
Ostenrude, was introduced and welcomed to the group. There were no alternates. Staff members Jessica Chamberlain and Sheila Cermak were also in attendance, as was Laura Johnson from the Nebraska Library Commission.
Staci Sandman, director of the Albion Public Library, and assistant Mari Hosford escorted the group on a tour of
the Albion Public Library.
The notice of the Open Meetings Act was located. No additions to the agenda was added. Ageton made a motion to approve the minutes of the online January 18, 2012 meeting, Sullivan seconded (Ageton – 1M, Sullivan –
2M). Members approved with comments that the Board thought the online meeting went well.
Chamberlain offered a “ton” of correspondence (Christmas cards, thank-you’s, etc.) for the Board to review.
Cermak presented the financial report, noting that the auditor had no problems with this year’s audit and that
balance sheets for the Winter Workshop and Summer Reading workshop were not finalized yet. All financials
look to be in order. Foulks made a motion to approve Cermak’s financial report, seconded by Hastreiter (Foulks
– 1M, Hastreiter – 2M). Roll call voiced unanimous approval.
Laura Johnson of the NLC reported on the happenings at and about the Nebraska Library Commission. Chamberlain presented her Director’s report for the past two months, making note of the Philanthropy Council, the
NLA Spring Meetings and scholarships to attend these from the Northeast Library System, and Snapshot Day!!
There was no report from the Personnel and Nominating Committees, the Budget Committee was meeting after
lunch today (March 21), and Continuing Education reported that there were no applicants for the Legislative
Day/Advocacy Day scholarships.
There was no report from the Strategic Planning Committee, Hastreiter of the Technology Committee mentioned
that the System office computers were getting old and should start being replaced, and the Grants Committee
awarded five (5) $100 grants to Ponca Public Library, Laurel-Concord School/Public Library, Albion Public Library, Norfolk Junior High Library, and Central City Public Library.
Chamberlain and Johnson presented information to the Board about the NLC’s funding for State Aid to Libraries. Johnson, and the rest of NLC, is hoping for at least a flat budget. She also noted that there may be some
federal funds that may be lost to NLC.
Foulks requested a Pat-on-the-Back Award for Lynn Mellick, and Loosevelt requested the same for Sandy Maybon and Carol Robertson.
There being no other business, Hastreiter made a motion to pay the claims of the day, seconded by Ageton
(Hastreiter – 1M, Ageton – 2M). Roll call vote gave unanimous approval. Baumert made the motion to adjourn
the meeting, seconded by Hastreiter (Baumert – 1M, Hastreiter – 2M). Motion carried.
President Hagan adjourned the meeting at 11:19 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Michele Hastreiter, Secretary
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Northeast Library System
3038 33rd Avenue, Suite 13
Columbus, NE 68601
Phone: 800-578-1014
Phone/Fax: 402-564-1586
Email: Jessica Chamberlain jchamberlain.nels@gmail.com
Shelia Cermak nelibrarysystem@gmail.com
Website: http://libraries.ne.gov/nels

“No matter how busy you may think you are, you must find time for reading,
or surrender yourself to self-chosen ignorance.”
~ Confucius

The Northeast Library System serves the counties of Antelope, Boone, Boyd, Butler, Cedar, Colfax,
Dakota, Dixon, Holt, Knox, Madison, Merrick, Nance, Pierce, Platte, Polk,
Stanton, Thurston, Wayne and Wheeler.
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