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Gering Public Library 

The City of Gering is looking at property to hopefully build a new 

library.  The current library was built in 1964 and added on in 

1978.  Lack off space for technology, books and  

programs are one of the reasons they’re working to build.   

A location has not been determined at this time.   

The library serves over 7,000 patrons and the collection contains 

over 33,000 items. 

The Gering Public Library is also part of the Panhandle 

 Library Consortium. 

 

 

Permission given by Diane Downer, Director of Gering Public Library 

 

http://libraries.ne.gov/pls
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PLS Special Board Meeting July 2, 2012 

11:00am  Railway Plaza 

Minutes 

 

I. The meeting was called to order at 11:00am by President, Floyd Smith III.  

 

Board members present were Floyd Smith III, Beth Trupp, Terry Christensen, Kendra Caskey,         

Merrillene Wood, Roberta Boyd, Dixie Riley and Sara Brenneman.  Also present were Debbie McCall 

and Jeri Clapper.    

 

  Add the PLS Honda hail damage claim to be reviewed under item VII. 

 The agenda was set. 

II. Review purpose for Special meeting 

The reason why we called this special meeting is to go over various plans we’re to have in place.  Review 

the Bylaws, Plan of Service, Technology Plan and Policies and Procedures. 

III. PLS Plan of Service 

Kendra, Rick and Terry were asked to make recommendations to the Plan of Service. 

Kendra said training and support needs to be tweaked and more emphases on planning. Kendra said 

Goal 1 under promotion, advocacy and communications. Part 3 promotion, advocacy and communica-

tions, put more emphases on advocating for libraries and more and communicate with our member li-

braries.   Kendra said most of it worked out good.  Floyd said the red print is the proposed changes from 

the last time the Plan of service was looked at. 

 Floyd said we should look at everything in red print.   

IV. PLS Technology Plan 

Sara updated the Tech Plan.  The planning committee is made up of four people.  Under goals and 

strategies, maintain the website and a shared automation program.  

Everything highlighted in red is correct. Will need to re-write goals and strategies.  

 

V. PLS Policies and Procedures 

Floyd said everything in red should be modified.  Code of conduct will be added as appendix B.  PLS 

membership resolution form will be added as appendix A.  Questions were asked about memberships.   

Floyd said to specify the executive committee.   
 

The membership resolution form will be reviewed.  Kendra said this should be a first initial visit for our 

new coordinator.  Each agency will receive a membership resolution form / appendix A every 3 years. 

Every Board member will form a committee as a chair and co-chair and will decide who they want on 

their committee, as per appendix B.   

Merrillene would like PLS to announce at the Annual meeting there are openings for committees.  

Kendra said we should let people know at the Annual meeting to contact the PLS office if they would like 

to serve on a committee.  
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Kendra said if we don’t have enough interest for committees in September we need to call people to serve 

on committees. 

The committee will receive and review scholarship applications that come into the PLS office.  The com-

mittee will collectively decide on how to distribute their committee funds. 

Budget committee: The executive committee will co-develop and supervise how the money is being spent. 

 

By March 1, of each year under the direction the nominating committee, nominations will be mailed out.  

By April 15 Ballots will be mailed out. 

Travel is authorized for the PLS board, coordinator and staff.  Drivers, passengers may include the Sys-

tem coordinator, board members, staff, librarians, workshop speakers and immediate family. 

Following an evaluation process the coordinator will be allowed to sign checks after that time.  

 

The PLS coordinator and system staff will prepare and distribute one general evaluation and needs as-

sessment survey annually. 

Tagging of equipment will be tagged with barcodes from Alexandria.  The PLS Tech committee and PLS 

coordinator will evaluate the Tech Plan annually. 

Technology plan will need to be updated and turned into the Nebraska Library Commission.  The system 

coordinator works under the direct supervision of the PLS board and more specifically the executive 

committee. The system coordinator will be a state employee but will be governed equally by these poli-

cies and procedures. 

The PLS board has the right to hire PLS staff and is interviewed by the executive staff.  Kendra said the 

coordinator should be included in the hiring of an Administrative Assistant. Floyd will add this to the 

Policies and Procedures. 

The System Coordinator will prepare a monthly time sheet for the NLC supervisor and PLS Board in-

cluding adjustments for compensation time.  

VI. Review PLS By-Laws: Floyd said he didn’t make any changes to the By-Laws.  

 

Merrillene said she has a request for a scholarship of $200.00 for the NLA/NEMA by Abby Yellman. 

VII: PLS Car: Floyd said the PLS car has hail damage .  The estimated repairs are $6976.57, this in-

cludes our deductable of $250.     Floyd recommends we fix the car and he will keep the board advised.  

Merrillene said we didn’t receive any awards. 

VII. Upcoming Events/Announcements.  Upcoming events were announced at the meeting. 

VIII. Adjournment          The PLS Special Meeting adjourned at 2:00pm. 

 

       Secretary, 

       Terry Christensen 
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PLS Book Bags 

Amazing Tales of the Old West by Jeff O’Donnel, 7 Books 

The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak, 23 Books & 6 CD Audio Set 

Crispin the Cross of Lead, by Avi, 20 Books & 6 CD Audio Set 

Esperanza Rising, by Pam Munoz Ryan, 20 Books & 6 CD Audio Set 

Exodusters, by Nell Irvin Painter, 20 Books 

A Friend at Midnight, by Caroline B. Cooney, 20 Books 

Frindle, by Andrew Clements, 20 Books, 1 Spanish Book & 2 CD Audio Set 

The Giver, by Lois Lowry, 20 books & 4 CD Audio Set 

The Golden Compass, by Philip Pullman, 20 Books & 9 CD Audio Set 

The Green Glass Sea, by Ellen Klages, 14 Books 

Heat, by Mike Lupica, 20 Books & 5 CD Audio Set 

The Home Place, by Wright Morris, 14 Books 

I Am a Man, by Joe Starita, 17 Books -  2012 One Book One Nebraska 

In Love and Trouble, by Alice Walker, 16 Books 

James and the Giant Peach, by Roald Dahl, 20 Books & 3 CD Audio Set 

A Lantern In Her Hand, by Bess Streeter Aldrich, 18 Books 

The Last Newspaper Boy in America, by Sue Corbett, 10 books 

Life as We Knew It, by Susan Beth Pfeffer, 20 Books & 7 CD Audio Set 

Local Wonders, by Ted Kooser, 10 Books 

The Lost Horizon, by James Hilton, 8 Books 

Lush, by Natasha Friend, 23 Books 

Perfect, by Natasha Friend, 18 Books 

New - >   Red Cell, by John Kalkowski, 15 Books 

Rescue Josh McGuire, by Ben Mikaelsen, 15 Books 

Restoring the Burnt Child, by William Kloefkorn, 11 Books & 5 CD Audio Set 
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con’t 
 

The Shadow Club, by Neal Shusterman  20 Books 

Shattering Glass, by Gail Giles    20 Books 

Unwind, by Neal Shusterman   15 Books 

The Wedding, by Dorothy West    18 Books 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PLS  Multicultural Book Bags 

Braided Lives, an Anthology of Multicultural American Writing 12 Books 

Cani`cula, by Norma Ella Cantu, 16 Books 

Crazy Horse, by Mari Sandoz, 18 Books 

Fools Crow, by James Welch, 7 Books 

Mankiller, a Chief and Her People, by Wilma Mankiller, 8 Books 

No-No Boy, by John Okada, 15 Books 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, by Mildred D. Taylor, 20 Books & 6 CD Audio Set 

The Women Warrior, by Maxine Hong Kingston, 17 Books 

Please contact the Panhandle Library System to check out 

any of these books bags. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

   Free 

 

Free  Governing Daily e-Newsletter at 

www.governing.com 
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November 8, 2012 Focus on Youth Services.  9am to 4pm at Lexington Public  

Library, 907 N Washington Street, Lexington.  Cost is $15.00 and includes lunch. 

Register by November 1, 2012.  See flyer on page 6. 

November 13, 2012 PLS Board Meeting at 10:00am at Railway Plaza, 115 Railway 

Street, Scottsbluff, in the conference room. 

Basic Skills Classes through December, 2012. 

January 8, 2012  PLS Board Meeting at 10:00am at Railway Plaza, 115 Railway 

Street, Scottsbluff, in the conference room 

Public Libraries Survey for FY 2012 Coming Soon:  The survey will be available 

for data submission on Tuesday, November 13, 2012 and will be due by Friday,  

February 15, 2013. 

 

PLS Website: libraries.ne.gov/pls 

 

NLC Training and Events Calendar: nlc.nebraska.gov/calendar 

PLS Mailing List: PLS-L@nlc.state.ne.us 

 

 

     Mark your Calendars! 

Upcoming Events 
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Nebraska Golden Sower Award  

Nominee Titles 2012-2013 

Bottner, Barbara.  Miss Brooks Loves Books! (and I 

don’t).  Illustrated by Michael Emberley. 

Dennis, Brian, Kirby Larson & Mary Nethery.  Nubs: 

The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine * a Miracle. 

Fleming, Candace.  Clever Jack Takes the Cake.  

Illustrated by G. Brian Karas. 

Hills, Tad.  Hoe Rocket Learned to Read.  Illustrated 

by the author. 

Krasnesky, Thad.  That Cat Can’t Stay.  Illustrated 

by David Parkins 

2012-2013 Primary Nominees 

Lichtenheld, Tom.  Bridget’s Beret.  Illustrated by the 

author. 

Rotella III, Louis.  The Little King and His  

Marshmallow Kingdom.  Illustrated by Mark  

Chickinelli. 

Scillian, Devin.  Memoirs of a Goldfish.  Illustrated 

by Tim Bowers. 

Wheeler, Lisa.  Ugly Pie.  Illustrated by Heather  

Solomon. 

Yolen, Jane,  Elsie’s Bird.  Illustrated by David Small. 

2012-2013 Intermediate Nominees 

Birdseye, Tom.  Storm Mountain.  

Buyea, Rob.   Because of Mr. Terupt.   

Draper, Sharon M.  Out of My Mind.  

Epstein, Adam Jay and Andrew Jacobson.  The  

Familiars.  Illustrated by Peter Chan and Kei  

Acedera. 

Garretson, Dee.  Wildfire Run.   

LaFleur, Suzanne.  Love, Aubrey. 

Martin, Ann M.  Everything for a Dog. 

O’Connor, Barbara.  The Fantastic Secret of Owen 

Jester. 

 

 

Sherry, Maureen.  Walls Within Walls.  Illustrated by 

Adam Stower. 

Tooke, Wes.  Lucky:  Maris, Mantle, and My Best 

Summer Ever. 

2012-2013 Young Adult Nominees 

Auch, M.J.  Guitar Boy. 

Burg, Ann E.  All the Broken Pieces 

Gonzalez, Christina Diaz.  The Red Umbrella. 

Henry, April.  Stolen Girl 

Hiaasen, Carl.  Scat. 

Park, Linda Sue.  A Long Walk to Water. 

Sachar, Louis.  The Cardturner:  A Novel About a 

King, a Queen, and a Joker. 

Shusterman, Neal.  Bruiser. 

Van Draanen, Wendelin.  The Running Dream. 

Woods, Brenda.  A Star on the Hollywood Walk of 

Fame. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                           

Panhandle Library System 

Scholarship Application 

The Panhandle Library System has established a scholarship fund to facilitate the professional development 
of librarians within the system.  Librarians, Media Specialists, and those connected with member agencies 
within the System may use these monies for attendance at professional meetings, classes, workshops, or 
other beneficial academic activities. 
 
 

Provisions of the Scholarship include: 

1. Each applicant must submit an application letter and form any time prior or two weeks after the event for 
which the scholarship is intended. 
 2. The Scholarship Committee will review each application and recommendations will be given to the Pan-
handle Library System Board for approval or denial. 
 3. Requests for scholarship can be for any amount but will not exceed $300.00. 
 4. The Scholarship Committee has the right to adjust the amount requested depending on the budget and 
number of applications during the fiscal year. 
 5. Scholarships will be evaluated on a first come first serve basis. 
 6. Priority will be given to those events within the state. 
 7. Individual applicants will be limited to requesting scholarships once in a three-year period. 
 8. Budget, event, amount requested, and the number of applicants will dictate approval or denial of the 
scholarship requests. More than one scholarship requests from the same library agency during a two-year 
period will need to be reviewed by the Scholarship Committee. 
 9. Scholarship recipients are requested to provide a brief article in the System Newsletter as a form of  

resource sharing within one month of completion of the activity.  Article is submitted to the Coordinator. 

Scholarship Committee 
Panhandle Library System 

115 Railway Street 
Scottsbluff, NE  69361 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Panhandle Library System 

 Scholarship Application 

Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Library/School/Agency:____________________________________________________ 

 

Complete Address:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Scholarship Activity:_____________________________________________________ 

 

Requested Amount $_____________________________________________________ 
Please describe the activity, why you want to attend this activity, and how it will contribute to 
your professional growth.  Be as specific as possible with the date, location, and function of 
the activity. 
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PLS Board Meeting Minutes 

7-20-2012  1:30pm 

I. Floyd Smith III called the meeting to order at 1:30pm 

Board members in attendance were Floyd Smith III, Terry Christensen, Merrillene Wood, Roberta Boyd, 

Dixie Riley,  Sue Shaver and Sara Brennemann.  Board members not present were Beth Trupp, Kendra 

Caskey and Rick Caudillo.  Also present were Debbie McCall, Jeri Clapper and Rod Wagner. 

 

II.  Sara said to correct free.gal to freegal on the May 8, 2012 PLS Board minutes.  Motion to approve the 

May 8, 2012 minutes were made by Merrillene and seconded by Sara.  Motion carried. 

 

III. Reports 

 a. District Reports: open for any reports 

 Sara said Grant County library received some of the BTOP furniture and are waiting on more 

furniture.   Merrillene said Jill Ellis will be leaving in August and classes start the 15 of August.  Merril-

lene said she has been cataloging  and getting ready for classes to start.  The new librarian at WNCC 

Sidney is Donna Maddix, she is working M-F from 9am to 2pm.  Merrillene said she will be training her. 

Roberta said Abby is working out very well.  Roberta said Abby is talking about new programming.  

Roberta said you can ask a question from your phone on survey monkey.  Dixie said Cheri Leach is the 

new Director of Chappell Memorial Library and she has cleaned out the library.    

 

 b. Committee Chair and Co-Chair selection: 

  i.  Annual Meeting  (Chair Kendra, Co-Chair Sue) 

  ii.  Nominating  (Chair Roberta, Co-Chair Dixie) 

  iii.  Public Relations (Chair Floyd, Co-Chair Beth) 

  iv.  Scholarship  (Chair Merrillene, Co-Chair TC) 

  v.  Technology (Chair Sara, Co-Chair Rick) 

c. Shared Automation Project Report:  Floyd said they have decided on a logo and have ordered library 

cards.  

d. PLS Coordinator Report:  Debbie & Jeri; office report: Floyd said we signed a new office lease and the 

rent didn’t go up.   Floyd said we have interviewed people for the coordinator position and are still work-

ing on it.   

Budget Report:  Debbie said we have money because we haven’t had a coordinator.  Floyd said the NLC 

annual funding is the same this year $43470.00. 

e. Nebraska library Commission Report: Rod Wagner: The written report was read by Rod Wagner at the 

PLS Board Meeting.  

IV.  Old Business 

 a.  Finalize Policies & Procedures.  They were signed by Executive Committee. and will be ap-

proved at next meeting in September. 
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 b. Finalize Technology Plan. Sara said she took the e-rate information out of the plan.  Sara said 

the PLS inventory will need to be attached and the PLS funding forms will also need to be attached for 

Nebraska Library Commission.  Merrillene made a motion to add that information to the Technology 

Plan. Sue seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 

 c. Finalize Plan of Service.  The top of the form should read July, 2012 – June, 2014.  The next 

meeting you receive the cover sheet with the changes.  Sara made a motion to change May to July, 2012 

and TC seconded the motion.   

 

V.  New business 

 a. Election of Officers for following year 2012-2013 

 1.2. Select the executive committee every year following the Annual meeting. 

 Secretary elect-Terry Christensen, Vice president elect-Beth Trupp and President elect, Floyd 

Smith III.  Roberta elected by acclamation Floyd Smith III be president, Beth Trupp be vice president, 

and Terry Christensen be secretary. Sue seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 

VI.  Upcoming Events / Announcements 

Events were announced at the meeting. 

 

VII. Adjournment-2:10pm 

 

Secretary, 

Terry Christensen 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

PLS Committee Members 

If anyone would like to be a committee member, please contact the PLS office. 

Committees members are needed for  Annual Meeting, Nominating, Public Relations, 

Scholarships and Technology. 

 

Toll free 888-879-5303 

Phone 632-1350 

Debbie’s email: dmccall@panhandlelibsys.org 

Jeri’s email: jclapper@panhandlelibsys.org 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    PLS Board of Trustees: 

  Floyd Smith III, President             

Beth Trupp, Vice President                                  

Terry Christensen, Secretary                       

Sara Brennemann 

Kendra Caskey 

Rick Caudillo 

Dixie Riley 

Sue Shaver 

Merrillene Wood 

Roberta Boyd 

 

Panhandle Sun is published 6 times a year by the Panhandle Library System.  This publication was supported in 
part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and         

Technology Act as administered by the State of Nebraska through the Nebraska Library Commission. 

Logo photo CC-BY-NC CoachPeterson. 
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Panhandle Library System                                             

115 Railway Street                                                            

Scottsbluff, NE 69361 

Phone: 308-632-1350                                                 

Toll Free: 888-879-5303                                                      

Fax: 308-632-3978                                                               

Website: http://libraries.ne.gov/pls 

 

 

 

 

 

Counties Served:                                                                                                                                                 

Arthur, Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, Dawes, 

Deuel, Garden, Grant, Keith, Kimball, 

Morrill, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan and Sioux 

 

PLS Coordinator: Vacant                           

Debbie McCall, Administrative Assistant        

E-mail: dmccall@panhandlelibsys.org 

Jeralyn Clapper, Administrative Assistant  II 

Email: jclapper@panhandlelibsys.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/petesfamily/3932153614/

