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Razzle Dazzle ‘Em
While at the Association of Rural and
Small Libraries Conference in Raleigh,
North Carolina, I attended a session
about material displays. The presenter,
Jeremy Bolom, is amazing! He had so
many ideas, I could not get them all
written down. First, Jeremy talked about
the different reasons to have displays in
the library: as a marketing tool; for
Readers’ Advisory; to revitalize a collection; and, to highlight new materials.
After scribbling notes madly through
the whole session, I knew that I had too
much information to send out all at
once. I decided to start a regular
“Display Ideas” service. At the beginning of every month, I will distribute a
list of possible displays for the following month. For example, on the first of
November, I will post to the RVLS
website and send out an email with a list
of suggestions for displays in December. That way, you will have time to
gather the materials you need.
Here are some general display ideas that
are not affiliated with any particular
month.
Color Theme—Choose books that
have a color in the title of the
book (i.e. Blue Like Jazz, Man in
the Blue Moon) or books that
have the same color on the cover or a combination of the two.

Word Theme—Choose books that
have the same word in the title
(i.e. Heart for February; Flower
for May; Feast for November).
Geographical Theme—Choose
books by authors in the Midwest. Put a map of the central
United States in the display and
place pins where the authors
live.
Git-R-Done Theme—Choose DoIt-Yourself books and display
with a toilet and plunger.
When looking for calendar-related ideas
for your displays, http://
holidayinsights.com/ is a helpful website. Click on “Bizarre and Unique
Days” on the left-hand side of the page.
This is just one of the informative sessions I attended in Raleigh. As you read
through the rest of this newsletter, look
for (ARSL Session) to find more ideas
from this Conference.
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School Librarians Top 10 Tasks
How principals see them

How librarians see them

1.

1.

Help students select books.

2.

Collaborate with teachers.

3.

Read and book talk with classes.

4.

Teach research and use of technology to students
and teachers.

5.

Keep library organized which includes cataloging,
placing, and weeding books, doing inventory, sending
late notices, updating the website, vacuuming the
floor, and dusting shelves.

6.

6. Study standards toprepare library lessons.

7.

Troubleshoot technology issues around the building.

8.

Help with extracurricular activities such as: laminating for teachers, running the morning show, building

Help students to access information and
books.

2.

Help faculty to access information and books.

3.

Share technology expertise with students and
teachers.

4.

Select “appropriate” materials.

5.

Model love for reading.

6.

Collaborate with teachers.

7.

Provide equipment (preferably “fast” equipment) and technology.

8.

Provide leadership with technology.

9.

Teach research skills, teach about books, and
teach about databases.

scenery for school plays, lunch duty, before and
after school duty., preparing for parties and afterparty clean-up, babysitting naughty students, coaching UNL teams, and counseling teachers and students regarding their personal problems.

10. Provide an inviting environment.

9.

Prepare book orders, equipment orders, and supply
order. (Reading reviews of books and reading books
themselves is done at home after hours.)

10. Organizing special library events like book fairs, author visits, book clubs and reading contests.

New Book Club Kit
RVLS has 9 copies of the book, White Star: A Dog on the Titanic, by Marty Crisp.
Grades 4-6. The year is 1912, and twelve-year-old Sam Harris is traveling from
England to America on the grand ship the Titanic. Sam is lonely at first, but is
soon delighted to discover that there are dogs aboard! When Sam volunteers to
help out in the kennel, he meets Star, a spunky Irish setter that belongs to the
ship's captain. Sam and Star become fast friends, and when disaster strikes, the
boy and dog must rely on each other more than ever before. The harrowing,
breathless conclusion -- and fascinating historical information -- makes this
boy-and-dog tale truly unforgettable.
This kit was donated to RVLS by the Hildreth Public Library.
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Focus on Youth Services
Thursday, November 8, 2012
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Lexington Public Library
907 N. Washington St.
Lexington, NE 68850

Not sure how to get teens in your library?
Spend a day with your public library colleagues
focusing on Youth Services






Hear about how to establish a Teen Advisory Board and what activities keep them coming back for more.
Learn what to do with a Facebook page.
E
Meet Nebraska history author Jean Lukesh.
6 C arn
E
Participate in Talk Tables during lunch.
Us
Get hands-on experience making Book Trailers.

What to bring:



a laptop (if you have one)
go to: http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-live/movie-maker-get-started and download the
free Windows Live Movie Maker software



a teen book you like for your Book Trailer

Cost: $15.00–includes Lunch

Registration Deadline: November 1, 2012

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Focus on Youth Services Registration
Name:_________________________________ Library:___________________________
Address: _______________________________ City:_____________________________
e-mail:_________________________________ Phone:____________________________
Mail Check and Registration to: Republican Valley Library System
2727 W. 2nd Street, Suite #233
Hastings, NE 68901
Sponsored by Republican Valley Library System and Meridian Library System
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Republican Valley Library System Board Meeting
September 7, 2012 10:00 am
North Platte Public Library
120 W. 4th St. North Platte, NE 69101
PRESENT: Vicki Perrie, Jody Crocker, Dana Wade, Mo Khamouna, Claudette Wielechowski, Beth Falla,
Sky Seery, Tim Johnson, Dixie Codner, Annette Eisenhart, Jane Hilton
ABSENT: Barbara Whithead , Steve Batty (NLC Commissioner)
ALSO PRESENT: Denise Harders (Systems Administrator), Laura Johnson (NLC Rep)

Agenda
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL: Mo Khamouna called the meeting to order at 10:08. Denise introduced
new members.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: (6.1.12)Vicki Perrie moved to accept minutes as written, Claudette Wielechowski
seconded. The minutes were approved as written.
FINANCIAL REPORT: Currently at 17% through fiscal year and right on target. Used 30% in training and
libraries – Denise brought an updated scholarship list. There are many people who are using their scholarships
for the state conference. Percentages will come back into line after conference. Collection support questioned –
no items purchased in that line. Utilities (e-rate items) are paid lump sum, but get money back at the end of the
year. 80% back.
CORRESPONDENCE: Thanks you’s from former board members (Fe Cogley, Tony Anderson, Vickie Casper). Thank you from Rod Wagner for the Annual Meeting. Thank you from Claudette for a scholarship to attend
the Tri-Conference.
ADMINISTRATIORS REPORT: Joe Vusich new Sutton director. Keri Anderson is the new director in Alma. Kathy Hoberg is the new Logan County librarian. Guide Rock’s new librarian is Carol Morris. Denise is going to the ARSL Conference in Raleigh, NC. {Party bus next year as conference will be in Omaha/Council Bluffs
area!}
Upcoming:
Sept 10 – eReader Demo @ Axtell Woman’s Club
Sept 11-12 – Technology Planning Summer Camp 2 @ Ogallala
Sept 13 Logan County Library, Stapleton, New Director
Sept 18 – eReader Demo @ McCook Public Library
Sept 26-29 – ARSL Conference, Raleigh, NC
Oct 4 – System Director’s Meeting, NELS Office Columbus
October 17-19 NLA/NLSA/MPLA Annual Conference, La Vista
Nov 2 – RVLS Board Meeting @ Arapahoe
Nov 8 – Focus on Youth Services @ Lexington
Nov 12 – Veteran’s Day, Office closed
Nov 16 – State Advisory Council for Libraries
Nov 22-23 Thanksgiving, Office Closed
Nov 29 NLC Quarterly Meeting
(RVLS Board Meeting Minutes continued on page 5)
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Jane Hilton made a motion to accept the unanimous slate of officers. Dana
Seconded. President: Mo Khamouna Vice President: Vicki Perrie Secretary: Sky Seery.
OLD BUSINESS:
Funding/Budget Update: Funding remained the same. Budget presented at Annual Meeting is what we are
running with.
Inventory Update: Items are inventoried as of 8.30.12. Used for the audit once a year and for insurance purposes.
NEW BUSINESS:
Approval of Ongoing Technology Plan: Plan is good for 1 more year and thus far it’s on track. Laptop
needs updated. In 2010 (when written) it was to be updated w/mini notebook or netbook. An iPad would be
a great resource to have. We will get started soon for the upcoming plan in June of 2013.
Standing Committees: Are as follows Planning/Executive/
Budget:
Jody Crocker
Mo Khamouna
Vicki Perrie
Dana Wade
Denise Harders

Continuing Education/
Scholarships/Grants:
Dixie Codner
Claudette Wielechowski
Beth Falla
Jane Hilton
Denise Harders

Technology:
Sky Seery
Tim Johnson
Barbara Whitehead
Annette Eisenhart
Denise Harders

Bulk Loan Reports: Still problems w/Hastings. Picked up Orleans. Look at changing the proportion.
McCook Library serves a lot. Will think about it down the road.
2012 Audit: As non-profit, system is audited once a year. 8.30.12 was the audit date. Preliminary report - net
worth down because we didn’t have a budget extra (from the director change the previous year).
NLC REPRESENTATIVE REPORT: Youth Grants now available. Continuing Education grants available 9.14 (worth checking out, even if you aren’t a PUBLIC library!) Contest for $3,000 w/Scholastic Library
Publishing National Library Week Grant. Library of Congress National Book Festival is 9/22-23 on the National Mall. Nebraska Libraries invited to check out Let’s Build Nebraska. Muslim Journey’s Bookshelf, apply
by 10.25. 21st Century Librarian Scholarships due 11.1.12. Nebraska Arts Council grant apps due 10.1.12.
New website from ALA, I Love Libraries. Library Planning: Growth in Programs significant. 2012 Public
Library Funding & Tech access study released. Turning the Page 2.0, Tech Rodeo (was AWESOME!) Name
change for ALTAFF to United for Libraries, check out their goodness. Grants are available for small town
Public Libraries. BTOP News, Tech Summer camp, NE Dept. of Labor partnership and CCC/SECC teaching
free tech classes in the BTOP area. New Book Club Kit Titles and Detailed 2010 Census Data for NE Released. Check out the Basic Skills, NCompass Live. New stuff from Talking books and Braille Library Service
news.
The meeting adjourned at 11:41, with lunch provided by new board member Tim and former board member
Terri Johnson. Thank you both! Following lunch we toured the Adams Middle School library with Claudette
Wielechowski.
NEXT BOARD MEETING: November 2, 2012 in Arapahoe.
Sky Seery, RVLS Board Secretary
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RVLS HAPPENINGS
Keri Anderson, Hoesch Memorial Library, Alma
Dori Ropers, Axtell Public Library
Stephanie Haack, Fairfield Public Library
Kathy Hoberg, Logan County Library, Stapleton
Joe Vusich, Sutton Memorial Library
LaDonna Schluterbusch, Hoesch Memorial
Library, Alma
Janice Soderquist, Axtell Public Library
Betty Oliver, Beaver City Public Library
Hastings College Perkins Library is pleased to announce a
“new acquisition.”
New faculty member Billie Cotterman is responsible for technical services and
instruction in the use of computer software programs such as Microsoft Office
and will also share in responsibilities for bibliographic instruction, web page development, reference services, and collection development. Billie just received
her Master of Arts in Library and Information Science at the University of Iowa;
she also has a M.A. degree in Classics from the University of Iowa and a M.A. in
Latin from the University of Florida. When not in the library, she enjoys crocheting, cardio and weightlifting, and traveling. Her favorite shows are Mystery
Science Theater 3000, Phineas and Ferb, Poirot, and Inspector Morse. She has many favorite books, but some of them are Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie, Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams, Small Gods by Terry
Pratchett, and Seven Pillars of Wisdom by T.E. Lawrence.

Happy Thanksgiving to you
from RVLS !
Denise and Kay
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Mark Your Calendar
Nov. 6

Grand Re-Opening, Logan County Library, Stapleton

Nov. 7

E-Rate Form 486 due (FY 2012)

Nov. 8

Focus on Youth Services Workshop, Lexington Public Library (page 3)

Nov. 12

Veterans Day—RVLS Office Closed

Nov. 16

State Advisory Council for Libraries, Lincoln, 10:00 am

Nov. 22-23

Thanksgiving—RVLS Office Closed

Nov. 29

NLC Quarterly Meeting, Lincoln, 10:00 am

Nov. 30

Valley Visit, Advocacy: Supporting Your Cause, Gibbon Public Library (page 13)

Nov. 30

Registration Opens for Basic Skills—The Community and the Library

Dec. 1

North Platte Public Library BTOP Open House

Dec. 21

Registration Opens for Basic Skills—Library Services to Children and Youth

Dec. 24-25

Christmas—RVLS Office Closed

Dec. 28

Registration Opens for Basic Skills—Customer Service

Jan. 1

New Year’s Day—RVLS Office Closed

Jan. 4

Keeping Up With Technology Workshop, Calvin T. Ryan Library, UNK (page 15)

Jan. 11

RVLS Board Meeting, Teleconference **Note Date Change**

Jan. 18

Registration Opens for Basic Skills—Organization of Materials

Jan. 21

Martin Luther King Day—RVLS Office Closed

Jan. 30

NLA Advocacy Day, State Capitol Building, Lincoln

March 8

Summer Reading Workshop

RVLS Board Meetings
2012-2013
Friday, January 11, 2013
Tele-Conference
Friday, March 1, 2013
Tele-Conference
Friday, June7, 2013—Annual Meeting
* Location to be determined
Please Note:

RVLS Board Meetings are open to the public.
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On the Bookshelf
The following audiobooks have recently been added to the RVLS Collection:


Almost Home: four romantic stories by four authors



Californios, by Louis L’Amour



Fireproof by Alex Kava



Gone Missing, by Linda Castillo



Great Classic Westerns: 16 unabridged classics



Inn at Rose Harbor, by Debbie Macomber



Killing Kennedy: the End of Camelot, by Bill O’Reilly



Let Love Find You, by Johanna Lindsey



Low Pressure, by Sandra Brown



Riders of High Rock, by Louis L’Amour



Shine, Shine, Shine, by Lydia Netzer

New Professional Title
True Stories of Censorship Battles in America’s Libraries, edited by
Valerie Nye and Kathy Barco
Intellectual freedom is a core value of librarianship, but fighting to keep controversial materials on the shelves can sometimes feel like a lonely battle. And
not all censorship controversies involve the public objecting to a book in the
collection—libraries are venues for displays and meetings, and sometimes library staff themselves are tempted to preemptively censor a work. Those facing censorship challenges can find support and inspiration in this book, which
compiles dozens of stories from library front lines. Edifying and enlightening,
this collection
 Tells the stories of librarians who withstood difficult circumstances to
champion intellectual freedom
 Touches on prickly issues such as age-appropriateness, some librarians’
temptation to preemptively censor, sensitive cultural expressions, and
criminality in the library.
 Presents case studies of defenses that were unsuccessful, so librarians
facing similar challenges can learn from these defeats.
There are fewer situations more stressful in a librarian's professional life than being personally confronted with
a demand to remove a book from the shelves or not knowing how to respond to other kinds of censorship
challenges. Reading this book will help fortify and inform those in the fray.
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Congratulations!
Two librarians from the Republican Valley Library System
were recognized at the NLA/NSLA/MPLA Tri-Conference
held in La Vista on October 18-19, 2012.
Pam Bohmfalk, Assistant Director for Hastings Public Library, was named the winner of the
Excalibur Award for Outstanding Public Librarian for 2012.
Pam has been with the Hastings Public Library for many years, and is an integral part of both the
technology and public services departments there. She sets up a variety of free computer classes
for the public, writes the curriculum, and often teaches them herself. Around the holidays, Pam
provides special assistance to people with electronics received as gifts. Pam was instrumental in establishing the very successful Teen Advisory Board for Hastings Public Library. She continues to
provide guidance for that group by regularly attending, and sometimes even running, the meetings.
Pam is also in charge of the monthly Book Club at the library. She selects titles, provides copies
for all members, and leads the discussion about each book. In addition to her responsibilities at the
library, Pam has been very active in the Nebraska Library Association. She is a past president of
NLA and has worked to revise and update the NLA bylaws. More recently, Pam has been the NLA
liaison to the State Advisory Council for Libraries.
Terri Johnson, Technology Assistant for North Platte Public Library, is the Paraprofessional of
the Year for 2012. This award is given by the Nebraska Library Association’s Paraprofessional
Section. Terri has been at the North Platte Public Library since 1999, starting as a Library Clerk I
and now working as the Technology Assistant. Terri currently teaches 4-5 computer classes a
month in the library’s Technology Learning Center and she has volunteered to keep the library’s
blog up to date. She has also taken on several leadership roles within clubs and associations outside
of the library. Terri is also the Secretary/Treasurer for the Paraprofessional Section of NLA.

Free Credit Reports for Your Patrons
The Fair Credit Reporting Act requires each of the nationwide credit reporting companies to provide individuals with a free copy of their credit report, at their request, once every 12 months. However, there are a lot of
“imposter” websites on the Internet that advertise free credit reports, but do not deliver on that promise.
RVLS has free brochures available for your library that will educate your patrons about this topic. The brochures are published by the federal government and they will answer many questions. If you would like a supply of these brochures, contact the RVLS Office by telephone or email.
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Blind Date with a Book
Do you have some good titles that have not been checked out recently? One way to highlight
these books is to offer your patrons a “Blind Date with a Book.”

Here is how it works:
1. Choose books that you think will appeal to
a wide audience.
2. Tuck a book review form in each book.
3. Gift wrap the books.
4. Cut the wrapping paper so that the barcode
shows through.
5. Display the books attractively.
6. Post the book reviews on your website (or
in the library).
(ARSL Session)

Disc Cleaning and Repair
A New Fiscal Year and A New Offer!
 From now thru June 30, 2013, each RVLS member library
has 10 free disc cleanings.
 If you have more than 10 discs that need fixing, you may
send them to us and we will repair them and send them back
with an invoice for 50 cents per disc.
 If you come to the RVLS Office in Hastings and pick up the
repaired discs, the charge is 35 cents per disc. A similar
service at a retail video outlet costs more than $5.00 per disc!
The RTI ECO Auto-Smart is amazing! It will repair almost all scratches, no matter
how deep. However, if the disc is cracked, we cannot fix it.
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Keri Anderson from Hoesch Memorial Public
Library in Alma was the winner of the $150 stipend sponsored by Biblionix. Keri used the stipend to pay for her membership in the Nebraska
Library Association and to help offset her expenses while at the Tri-Conference in La Vista.
Keri attended the two full-days of the conference and especially enjoyed hearing the
keynote address by Dr. Tom Osborne. She also visited the exhibits and found the
opportunity to network with other librarians particularly helpful. Here is a portion of
Keri’s letter to Biblionix about the Conference.
“I also attended the session where Julia Cook, a national-award winning Nebraska
children’s author, spoke about her books that are written to show children how to
solve problems such as bullying, listening to and following directions, anger control,
and others. She is one of my favorite children’s authors.
Other sessions I enjoyed and learned from included Budget Building, Dig into Books
(Summer Reading theme), and Innovations on a Shoestring (free & cheap tools for
technology and library service). One session that provided a lot for me was Core
Tech Skills for Library Staff. I will be using some of the tutorials suggested, and will
suggest some to my staff.”
NOTE: If you were not able to attend the MPLA/NLA/NSLA Conference in La Vista, or
if you were there and just could not make it to all of the session that were of interest
to you, please take a look at the handouts that presenters has posted. The web address is http://www.mpla.us/documents/handouts/2012/.

Dig Into Reading
Order your summer
reading supplies early to
guarantee timely shipping and the best selection!
Place Order By:
December 1, 2012
January 1, 2013
March 1, 2013

Receive Order By:
March 1, 2013
April 1, 2013
May 1, 2013

Public Libraries Survey
for FY 2012 Coming Soon!
The annual Public Libraries Survey will be
available through Bibliostat Collect on
Tuesday, November 13, 2012. The due
date is Friday, February 15, 2013.
Your user name and
password are the
same as last year,
but you will receive
a reminder with
your login information.
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Personal Safety in the Public Library
Don’ts
Don’t leave personal belongings out
Don’t count money in front of patrons
Don’t leave library keys lying around
Don’t leave cash drawers/registers unlocked
Don’t ever make night deposits – daytime only

Do’s
Check all areas before closing
Keep back rooms and offices locked
Only authorized people in during closed hours
If working alone, don’t tell anyone and be alert
Follow your intuition – if you sense something, act

(ARSL Session)

RVLS Has Scholarship Money Available
Up to $100.00 per event for registration, mileage, meal, etc.
Only one scholarship per person per fiscal year
All member libraries eligible

Name_____________________________________________
Library ____________________________________________
Event_____________________________________________
Date of event_____________________
Scholarship requested for _____________________________________ (meal, room, etc.)
Amount requested________________
Other information:
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Ellison on the Move
Here’s the schedule for the Ellison, if you want
on the schedule please contact us, or if it is
near you, perhaps you could work out something
with your neighbor.
Nov. 1, 2012— Sutton Public School
Sutton, NE
June 1, 2013— Dundy County Library
Benkelman, NE
The Ellison is available between Dec. 1, 2012
and June 1, 2013.
If you would like to schedule a time for your
library to use the Ellison.
Please email us at:
rvlsasst@inebraska.com or
rvlsadmin@inebraska.com

Valley Visits
Valley Visits are open to librarians of all
types, library trustees and library friends
or supporters. The Visits normally start at
9:30 a.m. and wrap up by 11:30 a.m. Each
meeting has a dedicated topic of focus, as

Save the Date

well as a round robin for discussion and
sharing of current issues and library happenings. Attendees earn continuing education units and all are welcome to join us.
PLEASE NOTE
**Special Time and Place**
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
November 30 – Gibbon Public Library

Nebraska Library Association
ADVOCACY DAY
January 30, 2013
State Capitol Building
More information will be coming soon!

Topic: Advocacy: Supporting Your Cause: Is It
More than a Budget Increase?
We’ll talk about the basics of advocacy, and participants will discuss their situations. We’ll have a
conversation about the issues that matter most to
their communities and libraries.
Presented by Francine Canfield, Director for the
Ralston Baright Public Library.
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Polar Express Night
Is your community having an old-fashioned Christmas celebration? A Polar
Express Night fits in perfectly with that type of event.


Get a copy of Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg.
 Invite the children of the community to
come to the library in their pajamas.
 Line up a local celebrity (i.e. mayor,
county sheriff, school principal) to read
the story.
 Arrange a visit from Santa.
 Provide snacks including hot chocolate
and Christmas cookies.
 Give each child a goodie bag to take
home. (Be sure to include a sleigh bell.)
(ARSL Session)

The World is Your Oyster—Take Gritty Teens and Turn Them into Pearls
To keep teens coming back, show them that you care!
Feed them.
Remember their names.
Remember what they listen to or read.
Encourage their talents.
Let them see you order a book for them. Make sure they know they’re
first on the list.
A unique program is a Bookstore Buy-a-thon. Determine your budget for
this event. Meet your teens at a local bookstore. Tell each one how much
money he or she has to spend. Allow the teens to select books they want
to read. Take the books back to the Library and put in book plates that
say “This book was picked out by……..”
Hint: Prepare a list of teen books that are already in the library to limit duplicates. Funding for this event could
come from the Friends of the Library. If you transport teens, be sure to have signed parental permission
forms.

(ARSL Session)
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Republican Valley Library System
2727 West 2nd Street St. # 233
Hastings, NE 68901-4684

Serving Counties:
Adams
Chase
Clay
Dundy
Franklin
Frontier
Furnas
Gosper
Harlan
Hayes
Hitchcock
Kearney
Lincoln
Logan
McPherson
Nuckolls
Perkins
Phelps
Red Willow
Webster

A truly great library contains
something in it to offend everyone.
~Jo Godwin

