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NEBASE was established as an OCLC regional network in May 1976, with nine  
academic libraries partnering with the Nebraska Library Commission. Today NEBASE 
members number 141 libraries of all types. NEBASE staff handle customer service, training, 
technical support, and billing for OCLC products and services related to cataloging,  
reference, and resource sharing. To keep costs to members low, the Nebraska Library  
Commission subsidizes this service. 

Over the past thirty-five years, fifteen other independent OCLC networks, as well as two 
OCLC regional networks, were established to provide the same services to their members as 
NEBASE. Two years ago, OCLC began reviewing this network structure and, after study 
and discussion, decided to make major changes in its relationships with its members and the 
existing networks. Under the new structure, OCLC will work with “Partners” at several  
levels. 

A basic change in the new structure involves the way members are billed for  
membership, products, and services. Because NEBASE is a small network and the Nebraska 
Library Commission does not charge membership fees for anything other than NEBASE/
OCLC services, it will not be financially sustainable for NEBASE to become an OCLC  
Partner. 

OCLC’s new structure will be in place on July 1, 2009. As of that date, the following 
changes will be in effect 

�� all telephone and e-mail support of OCLC’s products and services will go to an 
OCLC Support Center 

�� billing and renewals for NEBASE members will come directly from OCLC (at a later 
date, there may be an opportunity for Nebraska libraries to work with other existing  
Partners) 

�� training will be offered online and in face-to-face workshops at prices set by OCLC 
or the OCLC Partner offering the training. 

NEBASE staff will continue to handle OCLC renewals, ordering, billing, support, and  
training through June 30, 2009. At that time, Christa Burns, OCLC Member Services  
Coordinator, will be assigned to other duties at the Library Commission. 

After July 1, 2009, if Nebraska libraries wish to participate in group discount pur-
chases of OCLC products such as CatExpress or WebDewey, the Nebraska Library 
Commission will handle the coordination of such purchases, as it would with any other 
vendor. 

If you would like more details about OCLC’s Partner Program, contact: 

 Christa Burns (cburns@nlc.state.ne.us) or  
Devra Dragos (ddragos@nlc.state.ne.us) or  

(800)307-2665. 



���������	�
���

�������  
January 29th – CASTL (Conversations Among Small Town Librarians) meeting in  

Plattsmouth – starting at 10 a.m. 

��	�����  
February 4th – Theresa Dickson workshops on Fifty Plus and Supervising at the Beatrice Public 

Library.   
February 10th – Nebraska Library Association (NLA) Legislative Day, see page 9. 
February 13th – Targeting the Ages:  Programming that Hits the Mark, Soaring to Excellence, 

College of DuPage Library Teleconference from 11 to 12:30.  To register and for more infor-
mation go to the Nebraska Library Commission web site at www.nlc.state.ne.us/  and search on 
the Training Calendar by using DuPage. 

February 20th – SELS Board Meeting in Greenwood starting at 10 a.m. 
February 26th – 28th – Nebraska State Reading Conference in Kearney - www.nereads.org/

conference/index.html. 
February 27th–CASTL (Conversations Among Small Town Librarians) meeting in  

Geneva. 


����  
March 8th – 14th – Teen Tech Week – Press Play @ your library® for information and  

resources go to:  www.ala.org/teentechweek. 
March 12th – Summer Reading Workshop at Walt Branch in Lincoln.  See page 11. 
March 13th -  NLC Commissioners meeting. 
March 18th – PARA Spring Meeting. 
March 20th – CASTL (Conversations Among Small Town Librarians) meeting in Crete. 
March 20th—TSRT Spring Meeting. 


����  
April 1 st to April 3 rd – Kansas Library Association/Mountain Plains Library Association  

Conference in Wichita, Kansas–see www.kansaslibraryassociation.org/displayconvention.cfm. 
April 3 rd – Library Challenges & Opportunities: Diversity Beyond the Obvious, College of 

DuPage Library Teleconference from 11 to 12:30.  To register and for more information go to 
the Nebraska Library Commission web site at http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/  and search on the 
Training Calendar by using DuPage. 

April 12 th – 18th – National Library Week – Worlds connect @ your library®. For information 
and materials go to:  www.ala.org/nlw. Materials are available in both Spanish & English. 

April 16th  - Soaring to Excellence: An Ounce of Prevention: Health Reference Basics, College 
of DuPage Library Teleconference from 11 to 12:30. To register and for more information go 
to the Nebraska Library Commission web site at www.nlc.state.ne.us/  and search on the Train-
ing Calendar by using DuPage. 

www.selsne.org/calendar.html 
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The Nebraska Library Commission awarded a total of $40,000 in grants for 27 libraries to assist 
in providing improved services to children and young adults, and to provide continuing education and 
training opportunities for children and young adult librarians.  

These awards represent an important part of the Library Commission’s commitment to the following 
goal established for the Nebraska Library Commission LSTA Five-Year Plan 2008-2012.  

 Goal 1: All Nebraskans will have improved access to enhanced library and information services,  
provided and facilitated by qualified library personnel, boards, and supporters with the knowledge, 
skills, abilities and attitudes necessary to provide excellent library and information services. 

 The following libraries received grants:  

   

Atkinson Public Library “Stepping Into Reading Success” $1,800 

Battle Creek Public Library “Golden Opportunities with Golden Sowers” $   670 

Beatrice Public Library  “Children’s Spaces and Programs to Facilitate Play, Reading, 
 Learning & Creativity” 

$4,500 

Bennington Public Library “Children Become Published Authors” $1,744 

Blair Public Library “Educational Resource Collection/Toy Library” $2,500 

Central City Public Library "Pirates and Pineapples" and “Downright Good Writing!” $   697 

Fairfield Public Library “Books for Young Adults” $   250 

Hastings Public Library “Día de los Niños, Día de los Libros” $3,330 

Hooper Public Library “Time for Teens” $4,200 

Kearney Public Library “Express Yourself Graphically @ Kearney PL” $2,523 

Neligh Public Library “Totes for Tots” $   750 

Norfolk Public Library “Reader’s Theater Company $1,410 

Osmond Public Library “YA Audio Collection” $   250 

Lied Pierce Public Library “Creativity at your library” $   750 

House Memorial Library, Pender “Solve the Mystery!  Join the 39 Clues Club @ your library!” $1,300 

Ponca Carnegie Library “Book Banquet” $1,525 

Lied Randolph Public Library “Explore the Arts” $1,494 

Scottsbluff Public Library, #1 “Teen Technology Grant” $   782 

Scottsbluff Public Library, #2 “Cradle Catchers” $   450 

South Sioux City Public Library “Infant & Toddler Story Time” $   600 

Springfield Memorial Library “ART Bags” $   455 

Stromsburg Public Library  “Youth Gaming @ the Library” $   809 

Tekamah Carnegie Public Library, #1 “Play Date at the Library” $   800 

Tekamah Carnegie Public Library, #2 “Video Game Nights for Teens” $   831 

Wahoo Public Library “Be Creative @ your library” $   750 

John A. Stahl Library, West Point “Teen Creativity in the Library” $   750 

Kilgore Memorial Library, York “Art: Up, Down & All Around” $2,630 

ELS & SELS “Youth Services Retreat” $   700 
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Mail or email your nomination by April 1, 2009 to:  SELS, 5730 R St., Suite C-1, Lincoln, NE  
68505 / jennip@alltel.net   

 
Name:____________________________________Phone (Home)_______________ (Work)_______________ 

Address:______________________________________________________Email________________________ 

Circle one:  Librarian/Media Specialist      Trustee        User 

What special characteristics qualify this person for Board membership? 

 

 

 

I have contacted this person and s/he has agreed to accept nomination to the Board (circle one)     yes       no 

Nomination submitted by:__________________________ 

Call for Board 
 Nominations 

5 open  

seats 
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Cost: $15 which includes lunch 
 

Send registrations by March 3rd  to: 
Southeast Library System,  

5730 R St., Ste. C-1, Lincoln, NE 68505 
Or fax: 467-6196 
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*This workshop is helped along by Nebraska Library Commission funds,  your  
registrations, and the SELS Board CE Committee. Thank you! 
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Sign up deadline: June 19, 2009  

Contact Jenni Puchalla, 5730 R St., Ste. C-1, Lincoln, NE 68505 
jennip@alltel.net or 800-288-6063/467-6188 

*This project was supported in part by a Continuing Education and Training grant, awarded by the Nebraska  
Library Commission.  

**If space permits, each rider may bring a non-library affiliated guest, who, according to grant stipulations, would 
be required to pay $100. 

�������� January/February 2009            Page 13 

�'�������!������.�
!��0����
� �
$� ���� ������
��� 	�
��	��� ��
� 7�
�� ����� 	����
��� ��� �� �
��� ����� �
�	�	�� ��������
�  ���� ���� ��
�� ��	��

�
�	�	
�
� ��	
��� �
 �
� ��� ����� 
�� ������	��� .��� 8$ ������
��� 
�� �� .����� 6���� �9� �����
�� 

� ���
������ ���
���������	�5���������� ������
� ���

8�
����
������������
�������������	���������
�����	 �
��	��

����	�

�	�����������
������ ��
���������
����	��
�	�	
�
� �	����������	� �$���������������
�	�	
�
��	������
�
	
�� ��� 	���
��� ������� ���
�� �����	
� ����� ��� ����	 
����� ���� �

���
��� 	���� �����
�
�	�	
�
� ����� 
�� ��	� 
��
���� ���� ����� ��� �
��� �
� ��� ��� 

��
�
�������� �����

��	��

��� �� ��	
� ��� ������� �� 
��� ��� �
�	�	
�
� �� 	� 7���	������� 
�	�
��
�� ��	��
����

��������	� �����



�������	��	� 
�������
��� ������� ��
������
	� �����
�����	���	�9�
��
�D�
����
�������
��
��$�$�62����
� ��E
	����	��8.������������
���
���
�	 � �
�	�	
��
� ���� �
�	�	�� 
����	��	
� �
��� ���� ���� 
� ���� 
�	����
�
� ����� ����� ���

���������������
�������	��
�	�	
�
�
����

�������� ���� ��9�

.��������
�������
�
�
���	 ��
���������������	���
� �����


��� ���	
�����
������	���
������� ��
������ �
����
�����
��
����������
�	�	
�
��	�
�����������	�� ������
�	�	
�
�
���
 �
��������� 
��������	���.���
 �����
��
����
���� ����� 
�� ������ ��� �
�	�	
�
�� �
��� 	���	�����
�� �
� ���� �2� ���
R� �
�	�	
�
� ���� ���� ����� �R� ���� �� �

�
��
�
���
�	�	���
�����	��
���������;
�	
��	����
 ��
��
�������
��	�����
	�
��	
�
������������������
 ����

������
�����������!������ ��
������	��������
�	�	
�
�

��� 
�������	����

.�

� 	�
��	��� 

� ��	�� ��� ����8$�������� ;9��$�$/
� �� �� 
�
�
��
��� ���	��� ��� �	��
�
��� ����
�� �	�
�
��� �� �� 	��

��	��
� ��� �
�	�	�� ��������
� ���
���� 	���� ��������� ����
� 
�� 	���� 

����
��
� ��� ���� ������ ������� ���	��  �	�� ���
���������	�5����������
��	

�� ��



  
 
 
 

�

�� $������
�	������
�
��!����		������	���������������� 	���� ���������	����
��������
�� ��������������
�����
�	�������
�	�������������
�
��	)�2�������	��� ���	�����
�����/�
��������	����7�0��,��)������������ -
��
�	��������	�� ���	���
��������
�
��	�

���	����� �
��
�����������������
�
����
����� ������
���.#!�
"##$)�#�
���
������
���������������������������
 ������
�	������
�
��!����		���?	�!��
������
����!�� �-
�
�������������0��������
�
����

���	������		����
@ ���)	����)��)�	 ��
�;A=B+AC�-A==D��
�;E==+D=C-BFF�)�

�
�� �������	��
���
�����������������
���
���
�� ���
�	� �������	����������08�9/0�!����
������
���� �

�
��������� �����
������	�
������	���������������
� ��)������
�� ������������ ���������8�
��
���������� 	�
������)�

���(��	����� 4 ��������
�	�� �+ ��	���������������
�����	�		�����������B==G�	����
� 
��������
��
��)�&��
����������������������������88   )���)	����)��)�	8� ����
8
	����

������8B==G����H��������
����0	�		���)��� �;'3#+�
�������������������������88   )���)	����)��)�	8���� �
8
	����

������8B==G����H��������
����0	�		���)��� �;2�
�+�

��
��%�������
����"##5 ��	���������������
�����	�		������������� �����	��� 
��
'
�	������-�������0��������	)�&�������
�������������������������88   )���)	����)��)�	8���� �
8�����
(������8
**B==E��	�����	H��������
����0	�		���)��� �;'3#+�
�������������������������88   )���)	����)��)�	8���� �
8�����
(������8
**B==E��	�����	H��������
����0	�		���)��� �;2�
�+�

#�
���
�� "##$��������0�	�����&����	������
 ������88   )���)	����)��)�	8�����
8�����
(������8
	
�)���� �

�� $���	� �������� �� � �����������	� ����� ������� ����  �� � 	�� ����� ��� ;���������+� � ���
�
�� ��
� 	�

���	) ��
��������	�
��
 �� ��
� ���������� �� 	�����
� ��	����� 	����� ���� ����
� �� �����������	� 
����
��� ��� ���� ���
�
��
!����		����� ��	� �����B)=I� ���������	� ������ 	��������� �� � ����	� 	�������� ������ 	��������� ���� ����
 ��)� �$��� �
���� ��������	�
�� � �  ���� ���	�� ������������  ���� ���� ��
����
83������
 �B==E� �		��)� � �$���
B==E� ������� ������������ ��� 	����� ��������	�  ���� ��	 �� ��� �����	���� 	���)� � � 0� �� � ��������	�
�� � �  �	�
��������� �	� �� ����� ��� ��������
� B==E�� ���� �	� ����		 ����� ��� ����-66��������
�	�������
6
���
6
��	�
����� )�$����� � 
�� ������
�	����������������
��������
�
�������������� �� 
���� ������
� ����*�������
-
���� ���� 	� �	� �����	�� ��	�	� ��� �� ���
����
��� ����� ������	������� ������������	� ������ 	����� �-���	����� �
 ����
���� �������������
�	�

�
������������������J ��������	���������� 	K����
���
�L������������ �	�
��		����� �����������������������������)���$������� �������	���	�	���������"!�!��������������
	�������� -
����	� � ��� �� �������� �����	� ��� ��������	� ����� ���� � ��
�
�� ���� �	�� ��� ���� ����� ��� ����
� �������	)���

�� ��	���	���
������������	�������������
��������	���� �������
��
�M���	���������	�	������
����
��
��� ��� ��
���
�	��� /���
��	�� �������
���
�� ������.������ �
�M�� �	�� 	�������� ����
���	� �
��� ���� ��!�0
���
�	�� ��-
��
������� 	�

���	�� ���)�2��  ������� ��������� ���� �� �����	� ������ ���� �� � ��������	�
�� N�
�	� ����
���	�������������������������������
�����
��������� 	��������	������������	����������	������ 	���	����	 ��
���)��2����������������� 
�������� 	��
��������
��	 ������	�<���� ��������	�����������������������I���� "
�
�������� *���� &������ &�
�
������ ,���
������� ��

���	 � 3�
����
� � A=B-AC�-A=�C� ������

��
��4����
�	�������
 )�$��	���������
� ��������	�
��� �
���(�������������	���������������������(��������) �������

 
Note: the Nebraska Library Commission is our state library and is located in downtown Lincoln. It  
provides funding to the six Regional Library Systems and is responsible for tracking Continuing  

Education hours, ILL, reference, network services, certification, and accreditation, among other things. 
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The Mountain Plains Library Association conference joins the Kansas Library Association 
in Wichita with this year’s conference April 1st through 3rd – for details go to: 
w w w . k a n s a s l i b r a r y a s s o c i a t i o n . o r g / d i s p l a y c o n v e n t i o n .c f m . T h e  
Nebraska Regional Library Systems were not able to get a grant to 
fund a bus Road trip to MPLA this year, however – Wichita is easily 
within driving distance of Nebraska, so we’re thinking it’s time to start 
some conversations about planning possible carpools, and sharing of 
hotel rooms.  So, if you’re interested in making some cooperative travel 
plans – let’s start the discussion. MPLA is a great regional conference 
with lots of opportunity for continuing education and a chance to net-
work with librarians, staff, trustees, friends… from other states – many with similar issues 
and ideas to share. So, let us hear from you. 
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SELS Board Meeting 
Elmwood Public Library - Elmwood NE, October 24, 2008 

Board Members Present:  Becky Baker (Seward Memorial Library); Rebecca Bernthal (University of Nebraska - Lin-
coln); Ruth Carlock (York College); Scott Childers (University of Nebraska - Lincoln); Karen Frank (Greenwood 
Public Library); Barbara Hegr (Morton-James Public Library, Nebraska City); Wanda Marget (Fairmont Public Li-
brary); Misty Prochaska (Kaplan University, Lincoln); Tom Schmitz (Lincoln Regional Center); Glenda Willnerd 
(Lincoln Public School) 

Also Present: Brenda Ealey (SELS Administrator); Jenni Puchalla (SELS Administrative Assistant) 
Board Members Absent: Kim McCain (Tri-County Schools, DeWitt); Kris Rogge (Johnson); Jan Thomsen (Alice M. 

Farr Library, Aurora) 
President Willnerd called the meeting to order at 10:08 AM 
I. What’s New Around the System 
Hegr reports that the Morton-James Library in Nebraska City is migrating to Apollo automation software this weekend.  

They are currently working on coordination of tech help for the migration. Crete is also migrating this weekend.  
Frank reports that she made the papers about getting a new roof for the Greenwood Community Center, which in-
cludes the library.  A lot of people in the community were happy about it. Prochaska reports that Kaplan University 
is in process of renovating and building a new building around current building.  As part of the renovation a brand 
new bigger library will be part of the project.  More academic programs are being added to the University as well. 
Baker reports the NLA/NEMA Conference was last week and at the conference Brenda Ealey was awarded the 
NLA Meritorious Award. She continues that on Aug 23, Seward Memorial Library migrated to Apollo and patrons 
have remarked they liked the change. There were at least 9 systems that are or have already switched to Apollo so 
there was a discount. Lincoln City Libraries will be talking with Baker as they plan on switching Bethany branch to 
a non-Dewey setup. Schmitz reports that at the Lincoln Regional Center the  Wiis are out in the programs and he 
has done some promotional activity for them. He also picked up some information at conference about gaming tour-
naments to bring back and will be working with doing some comics building with patients as an activity.  The HHS 
consortium got a S&I Promotion award at conference for the Wii grant.  Childers & Bernthal report that new Digi-
tal Media Librarian, Jolie Graybill, has started at the UNL Libraries that they are interviewing for a Science Librar-
ian. The traveling Lewis & Clark exhibition opened yesterday and will be open until December. They also reported 
that Judy Johnson will be retiring. Carlock reports that York College will be getting a new president, the first one 
that was an alum of the college. The current President will become a Chancellor and will go around the country 
looking to fundraise and contact alumni. Marget reports that the Fairmont Public Library has been doing an arts and 
crafts program since the October and recently received $1000 to continue this program from local foundation. She 
also reports they have a WiFi setup in the library via Gates grant through the Commission and also got some money 
from a local foundation to get a new computer. They will also have used book sale in mid-November. Puchalla 
thanked people for coming to the senators session at NLA and reported there was a very good turn out. Willnerd 
reports Lincoln Public Schools' Mary Reiman won the NEMA Distinguished Service award and the Mad Hatter 
award from SCYP at this year's NLA/NEMA conference. She also reports that lots of authors have came and more 
are coming, including one that they are working  with Seward and Nebraska City to bring in.  She also reports that 
there was good turnout for opening of Mosaic exhibit first part of October.  This year had 550 books on display.  

II. Resignation - Replacement of Board Member 
Kris Rogge sent an email to resign from the SELS board due to health issues. Discussion was held on the best way to 

replace her on the board to finish her term. It was agreed that finding someone who wasn't necessarily a "library 
person" would be a good thing. 

A motion to invite Kent Munster, The Clark Enersen Partners, as a replacement board member was made by Baker and 
seconded by Marget. Motion passed. 

If Kent declines, the board will look for other people and discuss it through email. 
The board also recognized Kris Rogge's many contributions to the SELS board. 
III. Approval of Minutes  
A motion to approve as presented was made by Baker and seconded by Carlock.  Motion passed. 
IV. Financial Report 
Puchalla presented the budget.  She reminds the board that SELS will be starting a new bank account for colloquium to 

ease accounting and auditing. $172 in airline expense will be moved to that budget once the account is set.  The 
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SELS board will get a financial report on this new account as well. Puchalla finishes the report stating that petty 
cash was taken out to seed the cashbox used at the NLA conference fund raiser.  

Puchalla noted that we are currently having some issues with state institutions just dropping money into the account 
with electronic deposits without any notification or notice on what was being paid. This means the SELS office 
often has to figure out where the money came from and why. 

A motion to approve transactions was made by Frank and seconded by Hegr. Motion passed 
V. Administrator’s Report  
Ealey highlighted some items from her written report. 
Service Role 1:  Training 
Attended Return on Investment training at Keene Memorial at Fremont. 
CASTL at Nebraska City on August 22 was well attended and attendees had a good experience with Bibliostat 

training with John Felton. 
Ealey & Puchalla attended a meeting with the Corrections Librarians at Tecumseh. Getting some policies and pro-

cedures in place for these libraries is a top project. 
Becky Baker was a SELS representative to Commissioners meeting on Sept. 10 and reported about the meeting at 

this time. A discussion started on what we can do to be more proactive in keeping the Commissioners in the 
loop of what's going on in our area. 

The Youth Services Retreat on Sept 11 & Sept 12 had a good turnout, including people that aren't usually at other 
library events. 

Baker & Ealey are doing the migration for basic skills courses into modules for the NLC. 
The Sept 26 Brownville CASTL meeting had good turnout as well. 
SELS was part of several CE grant proposals. Workshops by Theresa Dickson & Pat Wagner were funded.  
Veronda Pitchford is coming in next week for Fall colloquium. 
Service Role 2: Consortia Building & Cooperative Approaches to Providing Library Services 
Attended the Sept 15 NLC/Systems Quarterly meeting at Baright. 
Apollo ILS migration is going well across the region. 
Nebraska Library Future Search Taskforce is still working. 
Lawyers for Libraries project is sending two attorneys to the conference with funding from NLA and the PLTS sec-

tion. 
Service Role 3: Promotion 
Attended the retirement party for Carol Connor, Lincoln City Libraries & was invited to the press conference an-

nouncing her replacement, Pat Leach. 
Was Interviewed on KZUM on the topic of banned books to kick off Banned Book Week. 
Service Role 4: Management of SELS Resources 
Gary Riggs came into office to do audit 
Due to insurance concerns, the term "consulting" will be removed from the SELS literature 
Two PIA requests were received and both got both resolved. 
Lunch called at 12:53 PM. Meeting rejoined at 1:43 PM 
VI. SELS Friends Report 
The Friends hosted a table at conference and got lots of exposure for system. Had some people to have Kent Haruf 

sign their books. November 28 is the Barnes & Noble "book fair" at the Southpointe Mall in Lincoln. All sales 
count toward the SELS fundraiser.  

VII. NLC Report  
Written report sent in. 
VIII. Revisions to SELS Plan 
Discussion on the SELS plan took place. Adjustments will be made and a revised plan will be sent out via email 
IX. December 11th Board Meeting/CASTL/Senator Meet & Greet 
The next board meeting will be in York. Ealey is trying to work with NLA Legislative to do meet & greet as part of 

the day. The goal is to try to do a bunch of business through email before hand.  The usual round robin session 
will be held in morning, followed by lunch, then SELS business meeting in afternoon.  

X. Committee Assignments & Updates 
Tabled until December, when we have the new board member in place. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:23 PM 



Southeast Library System 
5730 R St., Ste C-1 
Lincoln, NE  68505    
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