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U.S. PRESIDENTS – First to Twentieth (HISTORIES AND BIOGRAPHIES) (available on digital cartridge)  

 
PRESIDENTS:  

First President George Washington, (1789-1797) – Vice President(s) John Adams, (1789-1797)  

Presidential Biographies:  

DB 43027 The Presidency of George Washington by Forrest McDonald (9 hours, 22 minutes) 

The author explores the reputation of the first president and its role in American history, 

arguing that the mystique surrounding Washington allowed a divided and contentious young 

country to trust executive authority and establish the office of president. McDonald also 

describes Washington’s administration and the end of his immunity to public criticism. 

DB 58802 Washington: The Indispensable Man by James Thomas Flexner (15 hours, 15 minutes) 

Biography of George Washington (1732-1799), America’s first president and the "most 

conspicuous and influential man in the United States" during his later life. Investigates the man 

behind the myths from his early military leadership during the French and Indian War to his 

retirement days at Mount Vernon. Rerecord of DB 08838. 1969. 

DB 72132 Washington: A Life by Ron Chernow (38 hours, 55 minutes) 

Award-winning author pens a comprehensive biography of America’s first president. Uses 

previously unavailable letters and papers to delve into the personality behind the icon. Details 

Washington’s private life, including his beliefs about slavery, while chronicling the wars and 

political conflicts that shaped the country’s path. Some violence. Pulitzer Prize. Bestseller. 2010. 

DB 81095 Washington’s Revolution: The Making of America’s First Leader by Robert Middlekauff 

(13 hours, 41 minutes) 

Focusing on the first U. S. president’s early years, Pulitzer Prize finalist Middlekauff examines 

George Washington’s personal side, including temperament and idiosyncrasies. The author 

postulates that Washington’s early experiences shaped him later into a soldier, businessman, 

leader, and patriot. 2015. 

DB 86708 The Education of George Washington: How a Forgotten Book Shaped the Character of 

a Hero by Austin Washington (12 hours, 14 minutes) 

An examination of A Panegyrick to the Memory of His Grace Frederick, Late Duke of Schonberg, 

the book that shaped and guided America’s first president. The author, a descendant of 

Washington, reveals the secret he discovered about Washington’s past that explains his true 

model for conduct, honor, and leadership. 2014. 

DB 88744 Washington’s Farewell: The Founding Father’s Warning to Future Generations by John 

Avlon (11 hours, 23 minutes) 
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An examination of the end of Washington’s second term and the state of the young nation as he 

prepared to take his leave as leader. Discusses Washington’s motivations for stepping down, his 

hopes for the future of the country, and the ways in which future leaders adopted the tenets of 

his message. 2017. 

Related Books: 

DB 21085 George Washington and the American Revolution by Burke Davis (19 hours, 31 

minutes) 

A dramatic one-volume account that emphasizes the human aspects of Washington and the 

revolution: the hardships of the Valley Forge winter, the mutiny of the Pennsylvania Line and 

other troops, the suspense of the attack at Trenton and at the Delaware Crossing, the despair 

over desertions, and the Yorktown campaign. 

DB 66070 For Liberty and Glory: Washington, Lafayette, and Their Revolutions by James R. 

Gaines (19 hours, 54 minutes) 

Chronicles the intricate friendship between two generals, the American George Washington and 

the French Marquis de Lafayette. Discusses the complex rebellions in the United States and 

France that forged an enduring alliance between the countries. Analyzes the generals’ 

collaborations and conflicts and covers Lafayette’s tumultuous life in Europe. 2007. 

DB 72044 The Intimate Lives of the Founding Fathers by Thomas Fleming (20 hours, 39 minutes) 

Historian explores the personal lives of founding fathers George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 

John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. Discusses their 

marriages and the characters of their wives, lovers, and children. Speculates on the first ladies’ 

influence and the erosion of some reputations. 2009. 

DB 81513 The Great Divide: The Conflict between Washington and Jefferson That Defined a 

Nation by Thomas Fleming (16 hours, 25 minutes) 

Fleming discusses the significant conflicts between Washington and Jefferson regarding the 

presidency, the new nation’s foreign policy, and the roles of the merchant, soldier, and farmer in 

a republic. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2015. 

DB 84626 Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American 

Revolution by Nathaniel Philbrick (13 hours, 21 minutes) 

Historian looks at the first four years of the Revolutionary War (1776-1780), focusing on two 

generals. Chronicles George Washington’s many early defeats in battle, and his complicated 

relationship with his once-loyal general, Benedict Arnold. Violence and strong language. 

Commercial audiobook. Bestseller. 2016. 

 Related Biographies: 
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DB 61531 Martha Washington: An American Life by Patricia Brady 

Biography of widow Martha "Patsy" Dandridge Custis (1731-1802) who married Virginia planter 

George Washington in 1759 when both were in their late twenties. The author uses primary 

sources to explore Martha’s influence on her husband, her involvement during the 

Revolutionary War, and her role in developing the presidency. 2005. 

Second President John Adams, (1797-1801) – Vice President(s) Thomas Jefferson, (1797-1801)  

Biographies:  

DB 31185 The Presidency of John Adams by Ralph Adams Brown (9 hours, 40 minutes) 

John Adams’s critics, influential with the press of the day, characterized him as vain, 

temperamental, unpredictable, and incompetent. To the contrary, argues the author, Adams did 

not seek personal glory, but strove to keep the United States out of war to give the country time 

to develop. He believed in a government of law and order, the separation of powers, the 

authority of the courts, and protection of the individual. 

DB 52275 John Adams by David McCullough (33 hours, 4 minutes) 

Award-winning author chronicles the life and times of America’s second president, New 

Englander John Adams (1735-1826). Examines his pivotal role as revolutionary, diplomat, and 

politician as well as his friendship--and rivalry--with Thomas Jefferson. Primary sources detail his 

relationship with his wife, Abigail, four children, and notable contemporaries. Pulitzer Prize 

2002. Bestseller. 2001. 

DB 78941 Passionate Sage: The Character and Legacy of John Adams by Joseph J. Ellis (9 hours, 

32 minutes) 

Considers the life, ideas, and lasting impact of statesman, diplomat, Founding Father, and 

second president of the United States, John Adams (1735-1826). 2001. 

Related Books: 

DB 71999 Abigail Adams by Woody Holton (21 hours, 25 minutes) 

Biography of America’s second First Lady by the award-winning author of Unruly Americans (DB 

66397). Uses first-person accounts and Mrs. Adams’s letters to portray her political and business 

acumen, which enabled her to leave her female descendants funds in her will despite the law of 

coverture. 2009. 

DB 72044 The Intimate Lives of the Founding Fathers by Thomas Fleming (20 hours, 39 minutes) 

Historian explores the personal lives of founding fathers George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 

John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. Discusses their 
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marriages and the characters of their wives, lovers, and children. Speculates on the first ladies’ 

influence and the erosion of some reputations. 2009. 

DB 87091 Abigail Adams: Letters edited by Edith Gelles 

A collection of 430 letters, written between 1763 and 1818, by Abigail Smith Adams (1744-

1818), wife of the second president of the United States and mother of the sixth. Offers engaged 

commentary on the Revolution and the emergent American nation as well as everyday life in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 2016. 

Third President Thomas Jefferson, (1801-1809) – Vice President(s) Aaron Burr, (1801-1805) and 

George Clinton, (1805-1809)  

Biographies:  

DB 18945 The Jefferson Scandals: A Rebuttal by Virginius Dabney (4 hours, 39 minutes) 

A journalist and historian analyzes the sources of the allegation that one of Thomas Jefferson’s 

slaves, Sally Hemings, was his mistress and the mother of five children by him. The story was 

first published in 1802, by a disgruntled newspaperman and was further explored by Fawn 

Brodie in Thomas Jefferson: An Intimate History (RC 8560). Dabney, concerned with vindicating 

Jefferson’s honor, firmly refutes the charges. 

DB 30940 The Presidency of Thomas Jefferson by Forrest McDonald (8 hours, 39 minutes) 

McDonald writes specifically about Jefferson as president--an often neglected area of his life. In 

his first term, Jefferson dealt with the national debt and a hostile judiciary, while on the foreign 

front he faced Napoleon and the European wars. His first term was capped by the Louisiana 

Purchase. His second term is evaluated as a calamity that paved the way for the Madison 

administration. 

DB 57671 Thomas Jefferson, an Intimate History by Fawn M. Brodie (24 hours, 59 minutes) 

History professor researches Thomas Jefferson using primary sources and presents not only his 

public but also his inner life. Documents his long association with his slave mistress, Sally 

Hemings, the half-sister of his late wife, Martha. 1974. 

DB 66246 Twilight at Monticello: The Final Years of Thomas Jefferson by Alan Pell Crawford (11 

hours, 32 minutes) 

Uses primary sources to chronicle the post presidential years (1809-1826) of Thomas Jefferson. 

Describes problems he had with a dysfunctional extended family, agricultural mismanagement, 

soaring debt, and deteriorating health. Highlights Jefferson’s establishment of the secular 

University of Virginia and his correspondence with John Adams. 2008. 

DB 75864 Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power by Jon Meacham (26 hours, 6 minutes) 
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Pulitzer Prize-winning author of American Lion (DB/RC 68010) pens a biography of the third U.S. 

president, focusing on Jefferson’s use of political power to advance his philosophical ideas of 

progress and individual freedom. Discusses Jefferson’s birthright and family, pre-Revolutionary 

life, diplomatic roles, and years in the White House. Bestseller. 2012. 

DB 85829 Most Blessed of the Patriarchs: Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination 

by Annette Gordon-Reed and Peter S. Onuf (12 hours, 33 minutes) 

Gordon-Reed, author of The Hemingses of Monticello (DB 67564), and historian Onuf explore 

the complex character of Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826). They detail his philosophical growth 

from early adulthood to old age, ambitions for his home life, the impact of his travels, and his 

particular enthusiasms. 2016. 

Related Books: 

DB 38380 The Lost World of Thomas Jefferson by Daniel J. Boorstin (11 hours, 21 minutes) 

Originally published in 1948. A reconstruction of the intellectual milieu of Thomas Jefferson, in 

which the author examines Jefferson’s writings and those of the philosophers and scientists who 

were members of the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia. Included in that group 

were Benjamin Franklin, David Rittenhouse, Thomas Paine, Benjamin Rush, and Joseph Priestly. 

DB 67564 The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family by Annette Gordon-Reed (32 

hours, 12 minutes) 

African American professor chronicles four generations of the mixed-race Hemings family of 

Virginia in the context of slavery. Begins with Elizabeth (1735-1807), the daughter of a white 

man and a slave. Discusses Elizabeth’s children, including Sally Hemings--Thomas Jefferson’s 

mistress and his late wife’s half-sister. National Book Award, Pulitzer. 2008. 

DB 72044 The Intimate Lives of the Founding Fathers by Thomas Fleming (20 hours, 39 minutes) 

Historian explores the personal lives of founding fathers George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 

John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. Discusses their 

marriages and the characters of their wives, lovers, and children. Speculates on the first ladies’ 

influence and the erosion of some reputations. 2009. 

DB 78516 Jefferson and Hamilton: The Rivalry That Forged a Nation by John Ferling (18 hours, 13 

minutes) 

Analyzes the competing visions for America in the 1790s as manifested in the conflicts between 

Alexander Hamilton, the young nation’s first treasury secretary, and Thomas Jefferson, who 

would become its third president. Explores the rivalry between the two founding fathers and 

their different interpretations of the role of government. 2013. 
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DB 81513 The Great Divide: The Conflict Between Washington and Jefferson That Defined a 

Nation by Thomas Fleming (16 hours, 25 minutes) 

Fleming discusses the significant conflicts between Washington and Jefferson regarding the 

presidency, the new nation’s foreign policy, and the roles of the merchant, soldier, and farmer in 

a republic. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2015. 

DB 90243 Jefferson’s Daughters: Three Sisters, White and Black, in a Young America by 

Catherine Kerrison (17 hours, 5 minutes) 

An account of the varied trajectories of the lives of Thomas Jefferson’s three daughters--Martha 

and Maria by his wife and Harriet by black slave Sally Hemings. Discusses the different limits all 

three faced, Harriet’s escape from slavery, and more. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2018. 

Fourth President James Madison, (1809-1817) – Vice President(s) George Clinton, (1809-1812) and 

Elbridge Gerry, (1813-1814)  

Biographies: 

DB 33102 The Presidency of James Madison by Robert Allen Rutland (10 hours, 25 minutes) 

The editor of the Madison papers restores the fourth president’s reputation, tarnished by 

accounts of his indecisiveness and lack of leadership skills. Rutland’s interpretation of Madison’s 

administration includes a look at his entire career, his love of books, his struggle to retain the 

separate powers provided by the Constitution, his entry into the War of 1812, and his efforts to 

expand and strengthen the Union. 

DB 79696 James Madison: A Life Reconsidered by Lynne Cheney (18 hours, 39 minutes) 

Former Second Lady of the United States examines the life of Madison (1751-1836), founding 

father and fourth president of the United States. Details his rise in leadership of the nascent 

country as well as the political landscape after the Revolution. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 

Bestseller. 2014. 

Related Books: 

DB 65857 James Madison and the Struggle for the Bill of Rights by Richard Labunski (13 hours, 4 

minutes) 

Professor analyzes James Madison’s influence on the formation of the U.S. Constitution and its 

first ten amendments, the Bill of Rights. Provides a detailed account of the debate between 

Madison and anti-Federalist Patrick Henry over the ratification of the Constitution and describes 

Madison’s hard-won election to Congress. 2006. 

DB 67413 A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation by 

Catherine Allgor (17 hours, 51 minutes) 
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Biography of Dolley Madison (1768-1849), the fourth American first lady, who became known as 

"America’s queen." Highlights Madison’s use of social skills to influence politics and advance her 

husband’s career. Discusses her effect on the unstable young democracy in the era surrounding 

the War of 1812. 2006. 

DB 72044 The Intimate Lives of the Founding Fathers by Thomas Fleming (20 hours, 39 minutes) 

Historian explores the personal lives of founding fathers George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 

John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. Discusses their 

marriages and the characters of their wives, lovers, and children. Speculates on the first ladies’ 

influence and the erosion of some reputations. 2009. 

Fifth President James Monroe, (1817-1825) – Vice President(s) Daniel D. Tompkins, (1817-1825)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 22875 James Monroe by W.P. Cresson (18 hours, 35 minutes) 

 Biography of the fifth U.S. President, "the last of the Virginians." Recounts the achievements of 

President Monroe’s eight-year term, a stirring period in American history. Also describes his 

poverty-stricken later years in New York City and his death in 1831. 

DB 42165 The Presidency of James Monroe by Noble E. Cunningham (9 hours, 22 minutes) 

 Biography of the fifth president of the United States focuses on the period of Monroe’s 

presidency, from 1817 to 1825. Summarizing Monroe’s life and career during the Revolutionary 

War and under Presidents Jefferson and Madison, the biography describes and analyzes 

Monroe’s actions and accomplishments as president, the highlights of which were the Missouri 

Compromise of 1820 and the promulgation of the important Monroe Doctrine in 1823. 

Sixth President John Quincy Adams, (1825-1829) – Vice President(s) John C. Calhoun, (1825-1829)  

Biographies:  

DB 31622 The Presidency of John Quincy Adams by Mary W.M. Hargreaves (15 hours, 42 

minutes) 

The presidency of John Quincy Adams has been criticized for its ineffectiveness in establishing 

strong relationships with other American nations, its enactment of the "tariff of abominations," 

and the exclusion of United States trade from the British West Indies. The author contends that 

Adams and his secretary of state, Henry Clay, rightly focused on national unity and attempted to 

harmonize sectional interests. 

DB 76340 John Quincy Adams by Harlow Giles Unger (9 hours, 45 minutes) 
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Historian and author of John Hancock (DB 62213) examines the personal and political life of 

sixth American president John Quincy Adams (1767-1848). Discusses Adams’s father--the second 

U.S. president--and the younger Adams’s career as a diplomat prior to his 1825 election to the 

highest office. Commercial audiobook. 2012. 

DB 86033 John Quincy Adams: Militant Spirit by James Traub (33 hours, 4 minutes) 

Biography of the sixth president of the United States--and son of the second--John Quincy 

Adams (1767-1848). Discusses his early life as the son of a founding father, forays into political 

life--including roles as ambassador and secretary of state--presidency, family life, and the impact 

of his personality on political ambitions. 2016. 

Related Books:  

DB 71724 The Birth of Modern Politics: Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams, and the Election of 

1828 by Lynn Hudson Parsons (10 hours, 56 minutes) 

Historian examines the significance of the presidential election of 1828 and the rise of political 

parties in the United States. Outlines the differences between the two candidates, John Quincy 

Adams and Major General Andrew Jackson, and describes the civic culture of the time. 2009. 

DB 72404 Mrs. Adams in Winter: A Journey in the Last Days of Napoleon by Michael O’Brien (14 

hours, 15 minutes) 

Bancroft Prize-winning British historian re-creates the forty-day journey by Louisa Catherine 

Adams and her seven-year-old son from St. Petersburg, Russia, to Paris during the winter of 

1815. Provides an in-depth look at the early life of the future American first lady, wife of John 

Quincy Adams. 2010. 

DB 84224 Louisa: The Extraordinary Life of Mrs. Adams by Louisa Thomas (15 hours, 44 minutes) 

Chronicle of the life of Louisa Catherine Johnson Adams (1775-1852), wife of John Quincy 

Adams, sixth president of the United States. Describes her early years growing up in England and 

France, her marriage to Adams, health challenges, and defining her role as First Lady. Unrated. 

Commercial audiobook. 2016. 

Seventh President Andrew Jackson, (1829-1837) – Vice President(s) John C. Calhoun, (1829-1832) and 

Martin Van Buren, (1833-1837)  

Biographies:  

DB 37228 The Presidency of Andrew Jackson by Donald B. Cole (13 hours, 33 minutes) 

As Andrew Jackson began to make his way toward Washington in 1829, he had just buried his 

wife and survived a particularly vicious campaign on the heels of a prior disappointing defeat. 

His dark mood and strong personality were feared as much as his popularity was cheered. While 
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the mystery surrounding "Old Hickory’s" ambivalence continues, Cole credits events and the 

American public for many of the sweeping changes that took place on Jackson’s watch. 1993. 

DB 68010 American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House by Jon Meacham (21 hours, 18 

minutes) 

Newsweek editor and author of Franklin and Winston (RC 57644) describes the expansion of the 

power of the American president begun in 1829 by Andrew Jackson. Highlights Jackson’s belief 

in the will of the common man and discusses the development of the Democratic Party under 

his leadership. Pulitzer Prize. Bestseller. 2008. 

Related Books: 

DB 68467 Waking Giant: America in the Age of Jackson by David S. Reynolds (15 hours, 40 

minutes) 

Award-winning historian and author of Walt Whitman’s America (DB 41371) chronicles the 

cultural transformation of U.S. society between 1815 and 1848. Describes immigration, religious 

revivals, economic growth, transportation advances, a literature and art renaissance, and the 

addition of new states. Highlights the rise of Andrew Jackson and his policies. 2008. 

DB 71724 The Birth of Modern Politics: Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams, and the Election of 

1828 by Lynn Hudson Parsons (10 hours, 56 minutes) 

Historian examines the significance of the presidential election of 1828 and the rise of political 

parties in the United States. Outlines the differences between the two candidates, John Quincy 

Adams and Major General Andrew Jackson, and describes the civic culture of the time. 2009. 

Eighth President Martin Van Buren, (1837-1841) – Vice President(s) Richard M. Johnson, (1837-1841)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 13622 Fox at Bay: Martin Van Buren and the Presidency, 1837-1841 by James C. Curtis (8 

hours, 19 minutes) 

 President Van Buren’s administration, his role as chief executive, his activities as a party leader 

and his flawed political skills. 

 DB 22426 The Presidency of Martin Van Buren by Major L. Wilson (11 hours, 55 minutes) 

 Dispels the notion of Van Buren as an unprincipled spoilsman. Instead, he is described as a 

gifted politician and leader dedicated to the Union as the highest good. His presidency, long 

denigrated, was, says Wilson, at least a qualified success. 

Ninth President William Henry Harrison, (1841) – Vice President(s) John Tyler, (1841)  

 Biographies:  
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 DB 36753 The Presidencies of William Henry Harrison and John Tyler by Norma Lois Peterson (13 

hours, 52 minutes) 

In the 1840 election the Whigs placed William Henry Harrison on the ballot. The party, expecting 

the defeat of the Democratic incumbent, passed over Henry Clay, their actual leader, in search 

of a candidate who would respect congressional power. But death took the successful Harrison 

after a month in office. Tyler, the vice president, claimed the office and to the chagrin of the 

Whigs refused to be their puppet. 

DB 78417 William Henry Harrison by Gail Collins (4 hours, 22 minutes) 

 Biography of ninth U.S. president William Henry Harrison (1773-1841), a member of the Whig 

party, who served for only thirty-one days before succumbing to pneumonia. Describes his 

aristocratic Virginia birth, military career fighting Indians, and governorship of the Indiana 

Territory. 2012. 

Tenth President John Tyler, (1841-1845) – Vice President(s) N/A  

Biographies:  

 DB 36753 The Presidencies of William Henry Harrison and John Tyler by Norma Lois Peterson (13 

hours, 52 minutes) 

In the 1840 election the Whigs placed William Henry Harrison on the ballot. The party, expecting 

the defeat of the Democratic incumbent, passed over Henry Clay, their actual leader, in search 

of a candidate who would respect congressional power. But death took the successful Harrison 

after a month in office. Tyler, the vice president, claimed the office and to the chagrin of the 

Whigs refused to be their puppet. 

Eleventh President James K. Polk, (1845-1849) – Vice President(s) George M. Dallas, (1845-1849)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 31104 The Presidency of James K. Polk by Paul H. Bergeron (12 hours, 59 minutes) 

 The author believes Polk was a highly effective president whose very successes earned him 

criticism. A strong president, Polk restored the status of the cabinet, after Jackson’s 

circumvention of it, by appointing a group of advisors known as the kitchen cabinet. During 

Polk’s term the two-party system matured, and the issues that had surfaced during the early 

1840s--the national bank and the tariff--were resolved. 

Twelfth President Zachary Taylor, (1849-1850) – Vice President(s) Millard Fillmore, (1849-1850)  

 Biographies: 
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 DB 25350 Zachary Taylor: Soldier, Planter, Statesman of the Old Southwest by K. Jack Bauer (13 

hours, 34 minutes) 

 Biography of the twelfth president of the United States based on recent scholarship. Bauer, 

after much research, still sees Taylor as an enigma. He portrays him as a narrow, jealous, but 

competent soldier who emerged as a presidential possibility as a result of his activities in the 

Mexican War.  

DB 32062 The Presidencies of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore by Elbert B. Smith (12 hours, 0 

minutes) 

 A revisionist assessment of the twelfth and thirteenth presidents. Taylor, a southern slave 

owner, was elected president of the United States in 1848, the year following his spectacular 

defeat of Santa Ana in the war with Mexico. He served only sixteen months before his death, 

and was succeeded by northerner Millard Fillmore. The author argues that Fillmore continued 

Taylor’s pro-slavery policies. 

Thirteenth President Millard Fillmore, (1850-1853) – Vice President(s) N/A  

 Biographies: 

 DB 15184 Millard Fillmore: Biography of a President by Robert J. Rayback (13 hours, 53 minutes) 

 A documented reappraisal of the thirteenth president considers his errors of judgement as 

weighed against his moral convictions and official actions. 

DB 32062 The Presidencies of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore by Elbert B. Smith (12 hours, 0 

minutes) 

 A revisionist assessment of the twelfth and thirteenth presidents. Taylor, a southern slave 

owner, was elected president of the United States in 1848, the year following his spectacular 

defeat of Santa Ana in the war with Mexico. He served only sixteen months before his death, 

and was succeeded by northerner Millard Fillmore. The author argues that Fillmore continued 

Taylor’s pro-slavery policies. 

Fourteenth President Franklin Pierce, (1853-1857) – Vice President(s) William King, (1853)  

 Biographies: 

DB 14743 Franklin Pierce: Young Hickory of the Granite Hills by Roy F. Nichols (20 hours, 11 

minutes) 

A full-scale study which goes beyond the stereotype of the fourteenth President to reveal a 

complex man whose life and career were hounded by tragedy. 

DB 36759 The Presidency of Franklin Pierce by Larry Gara (9 hours, 56 minutes) 
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 Survey of the troubled period of 1853-1857, when civil war seemed inevitable. Pierce’s lack of 

leadership in domestic matters, combined with his ability to create trouble beyond U.S. borders, 

relegated this president to disparagement in his day and to obscurity historically. However, the 

period is recalled for some of the nonpolitical influences, such as the industrial revolution and 

the introduction of the English sparrow. 1991. 

Fifteenth President James Buchanan, (1857-1861) – Vice President(s) John C. Breckinridge, (1857-

1861)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 14976 President James Buchanan: A Biography by Philip Shriver Klein (23 hours, 50 minutes) 

 Detailed biography of the fifteenth president of the United States covers his forty-eight years in 

politics and traces his rise from Pennsylvania country lawyer to congressman and ultimately to 

the presidency. Explains his handling of the social and political problems which ultimately lead 

to the outbreak of the Civil War. 

 DB 32059 The Presidency of James Buchanan by Elbert B. Smith (8 hours, 45 minutes) 

 Elected president in 1856 by a country divided by sectional differences, Buchanan’s sympathies 

lay with the South. The author questions whether any president could have avoided the Civil 

War, but asserts that Buchanan’s emotional attachment to the South made it impossible for him 

to understand and articulate the difference between those who would abolish slavery where it 

existed and those who sought to curb its spread to new territories. 

Sixteenth President Abraham Lincoln, (1861-1865) – Vice President(s) Hannibal Hamlin, (1861-1865) 

and Andrew Johnson, (1865)  

Biographies:  

DB 39423 The Presidency of Abraham Lincoln by Phillip Shaw Paludan (17 hours, 1 minute) 

A Civil War scholar analyzes Lincoln’s administration. Proceeding chronologically, Paludan 

examines Lincoln’s presidency beginning with his election and the formation of his cabinet. The 

author asserts that no other president ever faced greater challenges in defending the oath of 

office. And he credits Lincoln with resolving two of the greatest struggles in American history: 

saving the Union and freeing the slaves. 

DB 54121 Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years and the War Years by Carl Sandburg (42 hours, 55 

minutes) 

Historical biography of Lincoln as a man and as president. An exhaustively researched portrait of 

the country lawyer whose leadership guided the United States through the Civil War. Sandburg’s 

one-volume distillation of his original six-volume work. 1954. 
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DB 61162 Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns Goodwin (37 

hours, 57 minutes) 

Pulitzer Prize-winner illustrates the political acumen of Abraham Lincoln. Highlights the careers 

of Lincoln’s three prime competitors in the Republican party--William Seward, Salmon Chase, 

and Edward Bates, men more qualified and educated, whom he beat for the 1860 nomination 

for chief executive. Discusses their subsequent appointments to the cabinet. Bestseller. 2005. 

DB 66880 President Lincoln: The Duty of a Statesman by William Lee Miller (21 hours, 24 

minutes) 

The author of Lincoln’s Virtues (RC 57259) continues his examination of the sixteenth 

president’s moral and intellectual life--this time covering Lincoln’s term in the White House. 

Discusses his determination to preserve the union and to avoid armed conflict. Describes the 

ethical challenge of slavery. 2008. 

DB 67863 Tried by War: Abraham Lincoln as Commander in Chief by James M. McPherson (9 

hours, 57 minutes) 

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian highlights the role President Abraham Lincoln played as the head 

of the U.S. military during the Civil War. Stresses Lincoln’s study and application of war 

strategies and his development of a political and national policy that focused on preserving the 

union. Bestseller. 2008. 

DB 69003 A. Lincoln: A Biography by Ronald C. White (30 hours, 31 minutes) 

Chronological narrative of President Abraham Lincoln’s life describing the influence of his 

stepmother Sarah, his political rise in Illinois, and his election campaigns. White, a fellow at the 

Huntington Library, uses primary sources to offer insight into Lincoln’s moral and intellectual 

thinking. Bestseller. 2009. 

DB 72893 With Malice Toward None: A Life of Abraham Lincoln by Stephen B. Oates (19 hours, 

19 minutes) 

Award-winning historian uses primary and secondary sources to illuminate the personal and 

professional life of Abraham Lincoln. Depicts Lincoln’s struggle to succeed in the legal and 

business fields, his disappointing early political career, and his wartime presidency. Discusses his 

depression and later estrangement from his wife. Some strong language. 1977. 

DB 73190 The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery by Eric Foner (15 hours, 9 

minutes) 

Chronicles the evolution of Lincoln’s ideas about slavery, from his early career in Illinois and 

membership in the new Republican Party in the 1850s to his presidency during the Civil War. 
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Discusses the impact that religion, the abolitionist movement, and political necessities had on 

his beliefs. Pulitzer Prize. 2010. 

DB 76078 Rise of Greatness: Abraham Lincoln and America’s Most Perilous Year by David Von 

Drehle (17 hours, 3 minutes) 

The author of Triangle (DB 57638) posits that 1862 was a pivotal year for the United States and 

for President Abraham Lincoln. Presents a month-by-month account of the political and military 

battles that threatened the country and discusses personal events--including the death of 

Lincoln’s son. Commercial audiobook. 2012. 

DB 79440 Abraham Lincoln, Volume 1: A Life by Michael Burlingame (55 hours, 15 minutes) 

Details the life of sixteenth president of the United States Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865). This 

first volume covers Lincoln’s early childhood as a farm boy in Indiana and Illinois, his troubled 

relationship with his father, his legal training and political ambitions, and his great personal 

transformation. 2008. 

DB 79551 Abraham Lincoln, Volume 2: A Life by Michael Burlingame (59 hours, 6 minutes) 

Details the life of sixteenth president of the United States Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865). This 

second volume covers Lincoln’s presidency and the trials of the Civil War. Details the crisis at 

Fort Sumter and the relentless office seekers who plagued Lincoln. Also examines his private life 

and final days. 2008. 

DB 81161 Lincoln’s Greatest Case: The River, the Bridge, and the Making of America by Brian 

McGinty (10 hours, 19 minutes) 

Before his tenure as president, Lincoln spent nearly a quarter century as a lawyer. McGinty 

details what became the most consequential trial in Lincoln’s career, the case of the steamboat 

Effie Afton, which affected the future of transportation in America and cemented Lincoln’s 

reputation. 2015. 

DB 86399 Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction by Allen C. Guelzo (5 hours, 16 minutes) 

Award-winning scholar explores the historical and cultural forces that shaped the nation’s 

sixteenth president. Recaps Lincoln’s decision to become a lawyer after failing as a shopkeeper 

and his unremarkable early political career. Analyzes the evolution of his opposition to slavery, 

his leadership during the Civil War, and his legacy. 2009. 

Related Books: 

DB 66976 The Assassin’s Accomplice: Mary Surratt and the Plot to Kill Abraham Lincoln by Kate 

Clifford Larson (8 hours, 25 minutes) 
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Author of Bound for the Promised Land (RC 64511) investigates the assassination of President 

Abraham Lincoln. Focuses on the involvement of boarding-house owner Mary Surratt. 

Reexamines primary documents to assert that Mary and her son John, both Confederate 

sympathizers, participated in John Wilkes Booth’s plot. Commercial audiobook. 2008. 

DB 70395 Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly: The Remarkable Story of the Friendship Between a First 

Lady and a Former Slave by Jennifer Fleischner (15 hours, 42 minutes) 

Dual biography of First Lady Mary Lincoln and her Washington, D.C., seamstress Elizabeth 

Keckly, a former slave who bought her own freedom and started a business. Speculates on the 

women’s friendship during the period Mrs. Lincoln suffered through the deaths of her son and 

husband and experienced financial difficulties. 2003. 

DB 72108 Bloody Crimes: The Chase for Jefferson Davis and the Death Pageant for Lincoln’s 

Corpse by James L. Swanson (15 hours, 30 minutes) 

Author of Manhunt: The Twelve-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer (DB 62040) depicts the 1865 flight 

and capture of Confederate president Jefferson Davis and the journey of the funeral train that 

bore the body of Abraham Lincoln to Illinois. Also traces Davis’s career after his imprisonment. 

2010. 

DB 73850 Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Assassination That Changed America Forever by Bill 

O’Reilly and Martin Dugard (9 hours, 46 minutes) 

Political commentator O’Reilly and historian Dugard recount the last weeks of the Civil War in 

the spring of 1865. The authors follow actor John Wilkes Booth and his coconspirators as they 

plotted revenge for the South and assassinated President Abraham Lincoln on April 14. 

Bestseller. 2011. 

DB 91272 The Lincoln Anthology: Great Writers on His Life and Legacy from 1860 to Now edited 

by Harold Holzer (45 hours, 56 minutes) 

Over a hundred writers highlight the legacy of the great president. The collection starts with 

William Cullen Bryant’s "Introduction of Abraham Lincoln at Cooper Union" in 1860 and ends 

with Barack Obama’s remarks, as a junior senator, at the opening of Abraham Lincoln’s 

Presidential Library and Museum in 2005. 2009. 

Seventeenth President Andrew Johnson, (1865-1869) – Vice President(s) N/A  

 Biographies: 

 DB 31300 The Presidency of Andrew Johnson by Albert E. Castel (10 hours, 47 minutes) 

 Andrew Johnson is known primarily for his role in Reconstruction after the Civil War. However, 

the author points out foreign, economic, and Indian policies that also loomed large during 

Johnson’s presidency. Much is known about what Johnson did, but little is known about his 
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motivation. He kept no diary and wrote few letters. The author assesses Johnson’s use of power, 

not whether he accomplished good by the use of that power. 1979. 

 Related Books: 

 DB 38303 Grand Inquests: The Historic Impeachments of Justice Samuel Chase and President 

Andrew Johnson by William H. Rehnquist (9 hours, 43 minutes) 

 Account of the nineteenth-century impeachment of a justice and a president by the author of 

The Supreme Court (DB 27628). Rehnquist uses these two cases to illustrate the distinction 

between legal and political decisions and between impeachment and conviction. He claims that 

these same two cases strengthen the separation of governmental bodies as mandated by the 

Constitution. 

 DB 95385 The Impeachers: The Trial of Andrew Johnson and the Dream of a Just Nation by 

Brenda Wineapple (14 hours, 39 minutes) 

 An account of the first impeachment of a sitting American president. Describes the events that 

led to this occurrence, the key figures involved, and the subsequent implications for the country. 

Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2019. 

Eighteenth President Ulysses S. Grant, (1869-1877) – Vice President(s) Schuyler Colfax, (1869-1873) 

and Henry Wilson, (1873-1875) 

Related Books:  

DB 75777 Born to Battle: Grant and Forrest; Shiloh, Vicksburg, and Chattanooga, the Campaigns 

That Doomed the Confederacy by Jack Hurst (15 hours, 25 minutes) 

Dual biography of Union general Ulysses S. Grant and Confederate general Nathan Bedford 

Forrest details their similar backgrounds and suggests that differences in the way their 

contemporaries viewed social class affected their careers. Chronicles their battles in the West 

from 1862 to 1864 and their postwar fates. Commercial audiobook. 2012. 

DB 89541 Grant by Ron Chernow (48 hours, 5 minutes) 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Washington (DB 72132) and Alexander Hamilton (DB 58364) 

provides a detailed portrait of Civil War general and eventual president Ulysses S. Grant. 

Discusses Grant’s life prior to the Civil War, his business troubles, his remarkable role in the war, 

his later political career, and more. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2017. 

Nineteenth President Rutherford B. Hayes, (1877-1881) – Vice President(s) William Wheeler, (1877-

1881)  

 Biographies: 
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 DB 31187 The Presidency of Rutherford B. Hayes by Ari Hoogenboom (10 hours, 45 minutes) 

 When Hayes was nominated by the Republican party to run for president in 1876, he was 

relatively unknown and not expected to win. Covered in this account of his administration, 

which officially ended the Reconstruction era, are troop withdrawals from Louisiana and South 

Carolina, the Great Strike of 1877, the Nez Perce War, the struggle for civil service reform, and 

the effort to preserve voting rights. 

 Related Books: 

 DB 56458 Fraud of the Century: Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel Tilden, and the Stolen Election of 

1876 by Roy Morris, Jr. (11 hours, 6 minutes) 

 Traces the post-Civil War presidential election, which in America’s centenary year pitted Ohio 

Republican governor Rutherford Hayes against New York Democratic governor Samuel Tilden. 

An electoral commission declared Hayes the winner after disputed southern returns and four 

months of backroom political intrigue by both parties. 2003. 

Twentieth President James A. Garfield, (1881) – Vice President(s) Chester Arthur, (1881)  

 Biographies: 

 DB 15406 The Garfield Orbit by Margaret Leech (17 hours, 12 minutes) 

 Biography of the twentieth President of the United States details the life of this little-known 

leader through the Civil War, Congress, and his untimely death by assassination several months 

after his inauguration. Written by a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and a Garfield scholar. 

DB 31099 The Presidencies of James A. Garfield and Chester A. Arthur by Justus D. Doenecke (11 

hours, 12 minutes) 

 An analysis of the brief presidency of James A. Garfield, who held office from March 4, 1881, 

until his death from an assassin’s bullet in September of 1881, and the subsequent 

administration of Chester A. Arthur. The era, which has been called "the Gilded Age" by 

historians, bridged the time between the Civil War and the progressive movement. 

 Related Books: 

 DB 63046 Dark Horse: The Surprise Election and Political Murder of President James A. Garfield 

by Kenneth D. Ackerman (20 hours, 7 minutes) 

 Account of the 1880 Republican convention that unexpectedly nominated Ohio’s Garfield for 

president, followed by his razor-thin election victory. Capitol Hill veteran details the period’s 

prominent political players and intense party infighting. Describes the bitter patronage disputes 

that marked Garfield’s short presidency and prompted his assassination by a job-seeking 

discontent. 2003. 
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